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CATHOLICOS ARAM I: CELEBRATING TWENTY YEARS OF SERVICE

SAVE THE DATE

Sunday, October 9,2016 U2oauspru UnUQuNMULTL
Marriot at Glenpointe, Teaneck, New Jersey THE ARMENIAN PRELACY
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ulipu puquuwptinni@ Juunwla ne Gitinbging G wqqht huwrdwp hp Gnihpuljoy Swwwgniphiap

Unpht Unipp Ooniphiup Quiennhlnu ooniwd - 3nithu 1, 1995, dbpoht puwudtl wwphibipnt hp weweunpnniplud
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opwghpulipnt.  Uthhinps mt <uygpbuhpp, Ephudtuhqup nt dho-fpotiwljut  jupwpbpnphiugbp puweuwbpliing, <wy “wwp
wupunuuatiing nt Yhihhhny U. Ugennh $hqhpulju@ b hngliinp wdnudp dywlitiing:

The more than two decades of visionary leadership of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of the Great House of Cilicia,
will be marked on Sunday, October 9. The celebratory day will begin with a Pontifical Divine Liturgy at Sts. Vartanantz Church in
Ridgefield, New Jersey, celebrated by His Holiness. In the afternoon a special cultural program prepared specifically for this occasion
will take place at the Marriott at Glenpointe in Teaneck, New Jersey, that will be followed with a banquet and anniversary celebration at
the same venue. This event will be the one and only celebration honoring His Holiness within the Eastern Prelacy.

A special commemorative booklet is being prepared on this occasion that will chronicle the many accomplishments of His Holiness
in different fields of his distinguished service to church and nation..

His Holiness was consecrated Catholicos of Cilicia on July 1, 1995. During the past twenty-one years under his leadership a new
page in the history of the ancient Holy See of Cilicia has been filled with many accomplishments that include new initiatives for
educational religious and cultural programs, strengthening the Diaspora and the Homeland, promoting and supporting ecumenism and
interfaith relations, defending the Armenian Cause, and nurturing the physical and spiritual growth of the Cilician See.




WHAT IS THAT NEW PICTURE ON THE WALL?
And, Why Is It So Special?

The cover on this issue of the JRAK features the new painting that has been placed in each of the Eastern Prelacy churches. The paintings
were consecrated as holy icons on March 12, 2016 in New York’s St. Illuminator’s Cathedral, by His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan and distributed to all of the various parishes. The consecration took place on the occasion of the Feast of St. Gregory the
[lluminator’s entry into the deep dungeon (Khor Virab). Because there have been so many questions about the painting from parishioners, I
thought I would devote this issue’s Pastor’s Message to answering those questions by explaining more about the picture and its origin.

“Icon of Armenian Genocide Martyrs” is the official designation of the painting and it depicts Christ on the Cross with His right arm
outstretched to gather to Him the holy martyrs of the genocide and welcome them into His heavenly kingdom.

The first question that was asked about the icon was why we did not have the same picture as St. James, which is a copy of the one
consecrated in Holy Etchmiadzin on April 23, 2015. My answer to that is that whichever church you go to, you will see the same people or
themes expressed through the eyes of different artists. Icons, both in style and content, are often very different from one another depending
on who conceived and palnted that particular icon. Thus, whlle all Armenian churches have the Holy Mother of God with the infant Jesus on

B sk 4 her lap, in very few cases do
those pictures resemble each
other. The same goes for
pictures of the Crucifixion. No
two are the same. Even in
Etchmiadzin, during the
canonization service, there
were two icons of the Holy
Martyrs that were consecrated,
fone for the Holy See of
Etchmiadzin and one for the
8 Holy See of Cilicia in Antelias.
4§ So why don’t we have a copy
| of the one that was consecrated
4 for Antelias? The answer to
§ that question lies not so much
in the quality, style or artistic
merit of the icon, but rather in
our Prelate’s sensitivity to
history and the profound
theological meaning that lies

1 : WM chind this depiction of the
M?¥ ¥ iHoly Martyrs.

The original painting that inspired the idea behind this one was displayed above the Holy Altar in the Armenian Church in Der Zor, which
as you know was obliterated by Muslim extremists last year. A similar-themed picture was blessed and installed several years ago at St.
[lluminator’s Cathedral in New York city as a memorial to the Martyrs. I do not know if that original painting in Der Zor was saved or not,
but I am proud to say that at least its original concept lives on in the churches of the Eastern Prelacy thanks to His Eminence’s thoughtfulness.

There are a few comments I wish to make about the picture itself. Whereas the colors of the original were muted, vibrant colors are used in
this painting to express the joy of the Saints approaching the Heavenly abode of their Holy Lord and Savior. Please note that there are people
depicted from every walk of life; young and old; male and female; rich and poor; clergy and laity. In contrast to the original, all of the figures
depicted have halos, which is customary for the depiction of saints and when looking at the actual picture on the wall, you notice how the
halos of the saints (Loosabesag in Armenian) seem to shine brightly as with an ethereal and heavenly fire. Notice also the theological
symbolism of the painting. Usually the Crucifixion of Christ is depicted in a somber manner. Generally icons of the crucifixion are displayed
during Great Lent and Holy Week or in miniature paintings placed in the Gospel narratives of that particular event. Far from being somber,
however, as I pointed out, this is a joyous picture wherein the crucified Christ has detached His right hand from the “Wood of Life” (i.e. the
Cross) in order to welcome (not just comfort as in the original) the slaughtered innocents into their new heavenly abode.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Anahid Najarian for her generous donation of this superb and beautiful holy icon.
Thank you also to Raffi Manjikian and Chris Hajian who traveled to St. Illuminator's Cathedral in New York City to transport the massive
painting.

Prayerfully,
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION

Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan,  Cardinal
O'Malley And
Archbishop Bar-
samian Preside At
The Prayer Service.
Beside Them Is An
Icon Depicting The

Holy Martyrs Of The
Armenian Genocide.
(Pilot Photo/Gregory

ARCHDIOCESAN PRAYER SERVICE
RECALLS ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The haunting drone of Armenia's national instrument, the
duduk, echoed through the Cathedral of the Holy Cross, marking
the beginning of the Archdiocese of Boston's first ever
commemoration of the Armenian Genocide, April 23. Cardinal
Sean P. O'Malley presided at the ecumenical service, alongside
Archbishop Khajag Barsamian of the Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan
from the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church,
vicar general Msgr. Andon Atamian of the Armenian Catholic
Eparchy of the United States and Canada, and the Reverend
Avedis Boynerian, of the Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America. Also at the service were representatives from the Anti-
Defamation League, the Anglican Diocese in New England, the
Community of Sant'Egidio, the Coptic Orthodox Church, the
Emmanuel Gospel Center, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, the Focolare Movement, the Islamic Center of Boston,
the Massachusetts Council of Churches, and the Syrian Orthodox
Church.

In his homily, Cardinal O'Malley spoke on God's unfaltering
love for his people, and how we must never forget that love,
"especially in moments of darkness and pain." "It is that faith,
that memory, that conviction that allows us to recall the genocide
of a century ago and to know that the love and power of God is
stronger than death. Christ's cross has conquered sin and death
for us," the Cardinal said.
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"By the same token, it is important that we do not allow the
events of the genocide to slip into oblivion. We must raise the
alarm, we must keep the memory alive, so that the future will be
safer," he continued.

He noted that by remembering instances of mass slaughter,
such as the Armenian Genocide and the Holocaust, we can help
to "prevent more genocide in the future."

"We must never allow the world to vilify people because of
their race, their religion, their nationality, their language, their
politics. The world needs the voice of a sentinel, crying out the
warnings of danger that lurk when people nurture the darkness of
hatred and prejudice in their hearts," he stressed.

The cardinal drew to mind the murder of Christians around
the world by the Islamic State, and invoked the words of Pope
Francis. "Pope Francis, in an interview that he gave over a year
ago used the term 'ecumenism of blood." The Holy Father
commented on how in some countries they kill Christians for
wearing a cross or for having a bible. They do not ask whether
they are Catholics or Anglicans or Lutherans or Orthodox -- they
are killed because they are Christians," he stated.

"Pope Francis said "We are united in blood even though we
have not yet managed to take the necessary steps toward unity
among us, and perhaps the time has not yet come. Unity is a gift
we need to ask for," he continued. "Hopefully the example and
the witness of the faith of these martyrs will help us to grow
closer to one another and be more faithful to our vocation as
disciples of Jesus Christ," the Cardinal affirmed.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMEMORATIONS (Cont.)

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan offered an address, in which he
congratulated Pope Francis for acknowledging the Armenian
Genocide on the 100th anniversary of the event last year. "His
Holiness, Pope Francis, has stood firmly on the side of the truth and
morality. When he acknowledged the first genocide of the 20th
century, his declaration prompted similar acknowledgments from
many more organizations and countries, beginning with the
European parliament," he said. "Today's event, hosted by His
Eminence Cardinal Sean O'Malley at the Archdiocese of Boston, is
a continuation of that Christian solidarity. Behold how good and
how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity," he
continued.

In his own address, Archbishop Barsamian also noted Pope
Francis' acknowledgment, and thanked Cardinal O'Malley for
hosting the prayer service. "Today, thanks to the generous spirit of
His Eminence Cardinal O'™alley, we are again honoring the
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memory of those who perished 101 years ago, and it is fitting that
we should do so beneath the cross of Christ, for the cross illuminates
the meaning of the genocide," the Archbishop said. "It is the
reminder of our Lord's passion, in which Armenian Christians
shared a century ago, in which other people would later share, and in
which, people are sharing down to our own days. But, the cross is
also a symbol of victory over suffering, the victory promised by
God to his faithful servant," he continued.

A number of the hymns and prayers were said in Armenian
during the service, including the Hymn for the Holy Martyrs' of
1915, which called on the martyrs of the genocide to beseech God to
keep Armenia in peace. Following the service, a reception was held
in the Cathedral High School gymnasium, where there was an
exchange of gifts between the Armenian and Catholic bishops.

BY MARK LABBE, Pilot Staff
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Clergy and representatives of numerous area faith groups are seated around the altar of the
Cathedral of the Holy Cross.as.Cardinal O'Malley. delivers his.homily..(Pilot photo/Gregory L. Tracy)

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION IN PEABODY

The Armenian community of the Boston area and many
prominent government representatives from Massachusetts came
together for the 101st anniversary commemoration of the Armenian
Genocide at the Massachusetts State House on April 22. As many as
275 people filled the House Chamber. Massachusetts State Rep.
Jonathan Hecht of Watertown and Cambridge served as the master

Photo by Jirair Hovsepiah.

of ceremonies for a nearly two-hour program of music, awards and
speeches. Former Boston Mayor and U.S. Ambassador to the
Vatican, Ray Flynn was the keynote speaker. Massachusetts
Governor Charlie Baker made a spontaneous visit to the gathering
where (below, left to right) he spoke movingly to the audience,
visited with 106-year old parishioner and genocide survivor Starrie
Alemian of Weymouth, and stooped by to greet the students of St.
Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMEMORATIONS (Cont.)

ANNUAL GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION IN PEABODY
FEATURES GUEST SPEAKER MRS. HOURY BOYAMIAN
ANSE N L

i
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From left, Fr. Antranig Baljian, Houry Boyamiafiholding
“tlie proclamation of the Peabody mayor’s office, Rep. Tom
Walsh, Jackie Torigian, and Fr. Stephan Baljian

On the morning of April 25, Armenians of Peabody, Mass. and
their friends assembled to commemorate the Armenian Genocide
with the participation of many local elected officials. At the start of
the program, the Armenian flag was raised outside of town hall.
Approximately 60 people attended the program.

Mayor Edward A. Bettencourt, Jr. of Peabody was ill, and was
represented by State Rep. Tom Walsh of the 12" Essex District. Fr.
Antranig Baljian of St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church
opened the event with a prayer. His son, Fr. Stephan Baljian of St.
Gregory Armenian Apostolic Church of Merrimack Valley, was also
present. Mary Bellavance of the mayor’s office welcomed the
guests.

Houry Boyamian, principal of St. Stephen’s Armenian
Elementary School in Watertown, was the keynote speaker. She
summarized the events of the Armenian Genocide through the story

of her father Karnig Panian, a genocide survivor who managed to
overcome the extreme trauma and obstacles of his early life to
become an educator and vice-principal at an Armenian school in
Beirut, Lebanon. His life serves as an example of both the brutality
of the Genocide and the resilience of the Armenian people.

Boyamian and her sister recently had their father’s Armenian-
language memoirs translated into English and published under the
title Goodbye, Antoura. Copies were given to several of the officials
present at the event.

Rep. Walsh presented the proclamation from Mayor
Bettencourt which proclaimed April 25 to be the day to
commemorate the 101* anniversary of the Armenian Genocide in
Peabody and to remember “the 1,500,000 people of Armenian
ancestry who lost their lives in the Genocide of 1915-1923.”

Peabody has commemorated the Armenian Genocide annually
since 1991. Then-mayor Peter Torigian wanted to provide an
opportunity for Armenians living in the North Shore area to come
together locally on the model of the annual commemoration in
Boston proper. His successors, Michael J. Bonfanti and Bettencourt,
fortunately continued this tradition, and the Torigian family has
helped support it, along with various Armenian community leaders.
In a sense, the event now is also a tribute to the popularity and
legacy of Torigian. His wife Jackie was present at the program,
which concluded with a reception with a variety of delicious foods
provided by Peabody town hall and the Armenian community.

Dignitaries present in the audience included Massachusetts
State Sen. Joan Lovely of the 2™ Essex District, State Rep.
Theodore C. Speliotus of Danvers, Peabody City Councilors Tom
Gould, Dave Gravel and James Moutsoulas, and School
Committeeman Jarrod Hochman. There was strong Greek support
for the event, as exemplified by the presence of Fr. Anthony
Pantilyan from Saint Vasilios Greek Orthodox Church of Peabody
as well as several of the officials present of Greek origin.

By Aram Arkun
Armenian Mirror-Spectator Staff

APRIL 24, 2016: HUNDREDS PROTEST AT TURKISH CONSULATE IN BOSTON

THEN MARCH TO ARMENIAN HERITAGE PARK
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2016 NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY
By NRA Delegate Tamar Kanarian

The 2016 National Representatives Assembly (NRA) of the
Eastern Prelacy was hosted by St. Sarkis Church of Douglaston,
NY from May 12-14. The NRA was preceded by the clergy
conference that took place on May 13. Clergy and lay delegates
deliberated on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, to review the past
year and to prepare the agenda for the forthcoming year.

Archbishop Oshagan set the tone of the Assembly with his
keynote address that was devoted to service, in keeping with the
“Year of Service” declared by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of
the Holy See of Cilicia. Elected to serve as co-chairmen were Jack
Mardoian from Chicago and Aram Hovagimian from Philadelphia.
Elected to serve as secretaries were Melanie Mesrobian and Very
Rev. Fr. Sahag Yemishian.

Delegates were asked to focus their time in the following panel
groups: AREC, ANEC, By-Laws, Budget/Finances, Youth
Ministry, and Security/Insurance.

By-Laws

One by-law amendment was submitted the Assembly regarding
a change to expedite a voting procedure. The by-law change did
not pass.

Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC)

Delegates who participated in this panel discussed ways to
improve and grow AREC programs, especially participation in all
of its programs by all parishioners. Three major topics of
discussion were: Datev Institute, Sunday School, and Adult
Christian Education.

It is encouraged that all parish Board of Trustees (BOT), NRA
Delegates and parish priests institute a “Datev Day” program by
showing video clips, distribution of flyers and holding discussions
about Datev. It is also suggested that each parish help to secure
one to two participants to the Datev institute each year and

possibly include a line item in their budget to help send campers.
Sunday School continues to be a item of importance and the panel
would like to see greater involvement from parents, especially as we
see a growing trend in parents simply ‘dropping off” their children
and not partaking in church services or other areas of Sunday
School. It is asked that the parish priest, BOT, and NRA delegates
seriously examine this issue in each of their parishes. Finally, the
panel reviewed Adult Christian Education as an area to improve and
help to motivate young members of the church to connect with their
faith and church. The panel recommends education using the
commentary on the Nicene Creed by Archbishop Zarech
Aznavourian of blessed memory and encourages Dn. Shant
Kazanjian to continue his work on the Catechism particularly on the
sacraments of Christian initiation namely Baptism, Chrismation,
and the Eucharist.

Armenian National Education Committee (ANEC)

The Armenian National and Education Committee discussed the
current functions and programs of ANEC, which is led by executive
director Dr. Vartan Matiossian. In this panel, he discussed the main
functions of ANEC as an advisory body for the schools under the
jurisdiction of the Prelacy. He also noted that technology has been
thoroughly inserted into the work of ANEC, including new features
such as teleconferences with school principals and teachers.

Dr. Matiossian also presented the Siamanto Academy, which
was reintroduced in 2014 in New Jersey. He also discussed other
ongoing features in the field of technology, including the columns
“This Week in Armenian History” and “Armenian Language
Corner,” which run in “Crossroads” before being stored in special
blogs. The delegates would like to see the potential of these
programs augmented to a wider base and audience in the coming
year.
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2016 NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY (Cont.)

Budget Panel

The Budget Panel was led by Dan Gulbenkian, CPA, an
Executive Council member and Treasurer of the Prelacy.
Dan presented a review of his work which is the basis for
much of this Summary. Based in New York, Dan had the
opportunity to work on-site and spent many hours restoring
the Prelacy’s books after certain journal entries and account
information had been lost. This process included (but was
not limited to) upgrading the Prelacy’s accounting software,
reviewing and analyzing the underlying data, and
reconciling its books, records, and bank statements. As of
May, 2016, the Executive Council was in the process of
selecting a CPA firm to perform an independent audit of its
books and records for FY2016.

The Executive Committee proposed a $1.333 million
budget for FY2017 which contained a $333,423 shortfall to
be funded by distributions and/or borrowings from the
Prelacy Endowment Fund.  The Budget Panel and
Assembly discussed and voted on funding various Budget
items and offsetting them through different means (Parish
Quotas, fundraising, expense cuts, etc.). While the quota
amount for St. Stephen’s has not yet been determined by
the Executive Council, overall parish quotas were budgeted
to increase 7 to 18%.

Youth Ministry

The panel on Youth Ministry discussed the challenges
parishes face in engaging and developing youth to be active
citizens of their parish community. Greater emphasis needs
to be placed on Christian education in cooperation with
existing programs that work for each parish.

The panel presented a resolution that the Religious Council

education in their programs, and finally, to budget $60,000 for
the hire of a youth coordinator to develop and implement
religious programs and initiatives and who would be a
resource to local parish priests and their boards.

Security and Insurance

Security- This session discussed the need for each parish to
have a safety and security plan for their church. The plan
should cover how the parish and Board of Trustees will
respond to circumstances such as: fire and weather
emergencies, bomb

threats/threats of violence, medical emergencies, gas/water
leaks, downed utility lines, unwanted intruders, and other
safety needs specific to each parish.

It was recommended that each parish engage local police
and fire authorities to evaluate their premises and provide tips
and suggestions for how to respond in case of the above
circumstances. Parishes should build relationships with their
local authorities to share information and learning.

There may need to be a separate plan created for each
building the church owns. When emergencies arise it is
critical to know where people are and in which rooms. Facility
maps should be attached to the plan created identifying where
utilities are located including alarms, utility cutoff switches,
fuse boxes etc. Such maps should be presented to law
enforcement for them to have on file in case of emergency.

Insurance- There was a discussion on insurance needs for
each parish — including directors and officers insurance,
general liability, property etc. Parishes should review their
hall rental agreements to be sure they are properly drafted to
address liquor liability and caterers / food service licenses.

appoint a committee of clergy and lay members to develop a Bill Waldorf an insurance agent from a NY insurance agency

curriculum that focuses on the following: The Bible,
Armenian Church History, and Ethics; working with the AYF
and HMEM in developing programs that will foster religious

specializing in group coverage for religious institutions,
presented on the benefits of having one master policy for all
parishes in the prelacy.
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2016 NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY (Cont.)

2016 CONFERENCE OF YERETZGINS

Continuing the practice first initiated several years ago,
this year the Yeretzgins of the Eastern Prelacy convened a
conference during the National Representative Assembly.
Yn. Joanna Baghsarian was asked to honor the requests of
Catholicos Aram and Archbishop Oshagan and organize a
conference with “Service” as the theme. Executive Council
member Karen Jehanian was given the task to facilitate and
execute the conference.

The conference began with a meditation and a
sharagan—a spiritual hymn of praise by Yn. Alice Baljian
from the St. Gregory community of North Andover,
Massachusetts. Speakers included: Yn. Joanna Baghsarian,
who spoke on “Prayer—A Holy Occupation; and Yn.
Margaret Stepanian, who described her many years of
service as a “helpmate to her husband” and as a servant to
her community. Group discussions followed to share how
“service” is working in their respective homes and
communities.

The next day, the Yeretzgins turned “service” into
“action” when they went to the New York Armenian Home
in Flushing, New York, where they were welcomed by the
Home’s director, Jenny Akopyan. The Home is home to 25
Armenians from five continents. Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian,
pastor of St. Illuminator Cathedral, opened with a prayer
and morning service. Yn. Ojeen Lakissian, gifted in baking
and cake artistry, prepared festive baskets of choreg for
each resident. The Yeretzgeens were paired with residents
from the same Province of their ancestral heritage and
personally presented a basket to each resident.

They interacted with the residents with prayer, Christian
love, fellowship, bonding, singing, and even dancing to the
piano and voice of resident Sosy Kadian. The Sunday and
Armenian school students of Providence’s Sts. Vartanantz
Church “cared enough to send the very best” to the elderly by
creating greeting cards with messages that were presented to
the residents by Yn. Debbie Nazarian.

With total agreement the Yeretzgins said, “When one
attends a conference such as this, there is nothing more
gratifying than to depart feeling energized, enlightened,
encouraged, motivated, inspired, refreshed and ready to return
to our communities with a renewed spirit in Jesus Christ.”

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LADIES GUILDS

As it does each year the National Association of Ladies
Guilds (NALG) convened its annual meeting concurrent with
the National Representative Assembly.

The basic purpose of the NALG is to help strengthen and
promote the activities of Ladies’ Guilds; to inspire members to
learn the doctrines and traditions of the Armenian Church; to
cooperate and maintain harmonious relationships with all other
organizations under the jurisdiction of the Eastern Prelacy. In
addition the NALG has been a source of support for charitable
and educational projects in the United States and Armenia, and
in recent years for the Fund for Syrian Armenian Relief.

The newly elected Executive of the NALG consists of: Joyce
Bagdasarian, chair; Madonna Kzirian, vice chair; Rosemary

Khachadoorian, treasurer; Maggie Kouyoumdjian,
corresponding secretary; Margaret Stepanian, recording
secretary.

11
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VERY REV. FR. SAHAG YEMISHIAN ELEVATED TO DZAYRAKOUYN VARTABED

Very Rev. Fr. Sahag Yemishian, pastor of Holy Trinity
Church, Worcester, Massachusetts, was eclevated to the rank of
Dzayrakouyn Vartabed on Sunday, May 29 at St. Stephen’s
Church in Watertown, Massachusetts.

The elevation, granted by His Holiness Catholicos Aram I,
was conferred by the Prelate Archbishop Oshagan during the
Divine Liturgy celebrated by Bishop Anoushavan, Vicar General
of the Prelacy. A reception in Hayr Sahag’s honor followed in the
church hall.

The degree of Dzayrakouyn Vartabed (Archimandrite
Superior) confers ten advanced theological degrees in addition to
the four given at the time of elevation to the rank of Vartabed
(Doctor). This ceremony 1is wusually conducted at the
Catholicosate in Antelias, so most of the faithful in the United

States or elsewhere have not witnessed this impressive
ceremony.
The service itself consists of the presentation and

examination of the candidate’s faith and knowledge, after which
the various degrees are conferred through the singing of special
hymns, the recitation of Psalms and readings, and prayers.
Throughout the service, the Archimandrite’s staff, which
symbolizes the candidate’s authority to preach, is veiled, until the
conclusion of the services when the newly elevated clergyman
receives the staff and delivers his sermon.

Archpriest Fr. Antranig Baljian, pastor of St. Stephen’s
Church, said his parish was honored to host this occasion that

provided the opportunity for parishioners to witness this historic
and moving religious event.

A reception, prepared by St. Stephen’s Ladies’ Guild, was held
after the service. Mr. Raffi Manjikian, Chairman of St. Stephen’s
Board of Trustees and Mr. George Aghjayan, Chairman of
Worcester's Holy Trinity Church Board of Trustees both
congratulated Hayr Sourp on his elevation. And Mr. Aghjayan
presented Hayr Sourp with a Hand Cross on behalf of His entire
parish.

On this occasion, the Prelate, His Eminence Abp. Oshagan
Choloyan gifted the new Staff used during the ceremony to St.
Stephen’s as a token of his gratitude for our support and for
undertaking the hosting of this unprecedented and historic event.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank His Eminence
for his generosity and his fatherly concern and love for our parish.
Special thanks to St. Stephen’s Ladies’ Guild for preparing the food
for the post-elevation reception. Special thanks and kudos to the
joint Worcester/Watertown church choirs who beautifully sang the
Yegmalian Badarak and the special hymns for the occasion under
the direction of our church choir director, Karen Demirjian.

We would also like to congratulate Hayr Sahag on his
elevation to Dzayrakouyn Vartabed, and wish him God’s blessings.
We also congratulate the Board of Trustees, church affiliated
bodies and the entire congregation of our sister Holy Trinity
Armenian Apostolic Church of Worcester.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan officiated at
funeral services for Rev.
Archpriest Fr. Mesrob
Tashjian, D.Min., who
died on Saturday, July
23. The final conse-
cration (Extreme Unc-
tion) took place Friday,
July 29, at St. Mary’s
Church in  Glendale,
California. Interment fol-

- lowed at Forest Lawn
(Hollywood Hills) cemetery. He is survived by his Yeretzgin
Carmine and sons Vatche and Hagop.

Councils for many terms beginning in 1963, including many years
as chairman of the Religious Council.

During this time, he received a Master of Arts degree in
Biblical Studies from Providence College, and later a Doctorate of
Ministry degree from Boston University. Alongside his pastorship at
Sts. Vartanantz Church, Fr. Mesrob was a teacher and eloquent
speaker with weekly broadcasts on Voice of America in Washington
and hundreds of lectures on theological matters. A prolific writer,
he was a frequent contributor to the Prelacy’s monthly publication
Outreach from its first issue in 1978 and into the 1990s with articles
in both English and Armenian. He was instrumental in the
production of curricula and educational resources for the Prelacy’s
Sunday Schools.

May his memory be blessed forever.

Archpriest Fr. Mesrob Tashjian was born in Aleppo on May 15, PASTOR AND BOARD OF TRUSTEES
1924, where he received his primary education. He continued his
education at St. James Armenian Theological Seminary in
Jerusalem, after which he entered the teaching profession. In 1961
he was ordained into the priesthood by Archbishop Hrant
Khatchadourian, at Sts. Vartanantz Church in Providence, Rhode
Island, where he served as parish pastor until his retirement in 1998.

Der Hayr also served on the Prelacy’s Executive and Religious

MEGERDICHIAN HAND-MADE METAL MINIATURES AT LYNN MUSEUM

1  On June 8, 2016 Der Hayr and Yeretzgin traveled to Lynn Massachusetts to attend a

lecture by parishioner and former Board of Trustees member Robert Megerdichian on his
| father’s collection of miniatures, which he fashioned himself out of metal in his spare time.
Robert’s father Abraham was also a long-time member of St. Stephen’s and also served on
the Church Board of Trustees for many years. Co-incidentally, Robert’s mother Eugenie
was born, raised and served as a nurse in Lynn. The lecture took place at the Lynn Museum,
where, Robert has arranged for the museum to host an Armenian Textile exhibit next year!
Sunday Schoolteacher Mary Mooradian, who was also present (and took the picture at left)
organized the original exhibit as a project for our Sunday School and shown on April 24.
She is also “very excited to work on organizing this special project! It is a great opportunity
to share the Armenian culture with the community.” Mary also writes, “If you have a special
piece we can include, please contact me.” Anyone interested may contact Mary through the
church office.

FLORENCE MARKARIAN HONORED AS MOTHER OF THE YEAR

Long-time parishioner and dedicated church member, Florence Markarian, was honored as &
Mother of the Year by the Armenian Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Jamaica Plain, MA, on
May 7, 2016. Florence, a resident of the Center was honored as part of its yearly celebration of
Mothers’ Day. Present at this year’s celebration were Florence’s husband Joe, members of her
family and our pastor, Fr. Antranig Baljian who was the guest speaker. Der Hayr praised Florence
for her unwavering support and dedicated service for her work on behalf of the church, the Ladies’
Guild and the Annual Bazaar.

This picture from our archives shows Florence and her husband Joe receiving one of several
citations presented on the occasion of the Year of the Armenian elderly in 2014.
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COMMUNITY NEWS (Cont.)

NKR MP LERNIK HOVHANNISYAN SPEAKS IN Federation (ARF) parliamentary faction in the Nagorno-Karabagh
WATERTOWN Republic (NKR/Artsakh), addressed the Greater Boston Armenian

community at the St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church hall in
Watertown on June 9. The event was hosted by the ARF Boston
“Sardarabad” Gomideyoutiun and the St. Stephen’s Armenian
Apostolic Church.

Hovhannisyan gave a detailed account of the large-scale
military aggression launched by Azerbaijani forces in early April
and the “Four-Day War” that ensued. “Despite Azerbaijani
aggression, our military was able to hold back enemy forces, and
launched their own counter-attacks and offensives. The 18- to 20-
year-old Armenian soldiers—who were born in an independent
Armenia and Artsakh and had not lived under Soviet rule—
displayed bravery and determination, which perhaps surpassed that
of the previous generation which fought in the early 1990’s. 1
participated in the NKR War from 1992-93, and I did not see this
level of dedication then,” Hovhannisyan said during his
presentation.

During his address, Hovhannisyan stressed the importance of

protecting Artsakh and how losing it would have serious

‘If we lose Artsakh, then we risk losing Armenia. The enemy clearly wants to consequences for Armenians locally and internationally. “If we lose

see us as a stateless people, and so we must do everything in our power to win this Artsakh, then we risk losing Armenia. The enemy clearly wants to

battle of survival. We have no right to lose this war.” (Photo:Tamar Kanarian) see us as a stateless people, and so we must do everything in our

power to win this battle of survival. We have no right to lose this
war,” Hovhannisyan said.

As part of his Eastern United States speaking tour organized by .
the Artsakh Fund of the Eastern U.S. and the Hairenik Association, Excerpted from tb}; A}I{meman vgee{(b/
Lernik Hovhannisyan, a member of the Armenian Revolutionary y Rupen Janbazian

GRADUATION CONGRATULATIONS

TINA BARSOUMIAN, daughter of Ara & Brenda Barsoumian,
graduated from Watertown High School and will attend Worcester

Polytechnic Institute. She’s also a graduate from St. Stephen’s Saturday
and Sunday School.

DAVID ARA HACKETT, son of David & Nora Hackett, Graduated
from Boston College with a MBA/JD.

ANI K. HACKETT, daughter of David & Nora Hackett, graduated from
Belmont High School and will be attending Babson College.

SARAH MARKARIAN, daughter of Thomas & Debbie Markarian,
graduated from Boston Collegiate Charter School and will attend
University of Massachusetts-Dartmouth. She also graduated from St.
Stephen's Sunday School

ALEXANDER MATOSSIAN, son of Hagop & Linda Matossian and
grandson of Flora Matossian, graduated from Malden Catholic High

School and will attend University of Massachusetts-Amherst perusing a
Business degree.
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ST. GREGORY OF DATEV 30th ANNUAL SUMMER PROGRAM IN ELVERSON

The St. Gregory of Datev Institute held its 30th annual Summer Program for youth ages 13-18 at St. Mary of Providence Center in
Elverson, Pennsylvania, from July 3-10, 2016, with the participation of 38 students.

Sponsored by the Prelacy’s Armenian Religious Education Council (AREC), and directed by Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian, the Institute
graduated five students this year, students who have completed four weeklong programs, one week each year, in all receiving over one
hundred hours of instructions in the elements of the Christian faith.

The Instructors of the Institute were: His Grace Bishop Anoushavan, Very Rev. Fr. Zareh, Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Rev. Fr. Gomidas
Baghsarian, Rev. Fr. Sarkis Aktavoukian, Rev. Fr. Nareg Terterian, Rev. Fr. Hrant Kevorkian, Dn. Shant Kazanjian, Dn. James Haddad, and
Mrs. Maggie Kouyoumdjian.
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LADIES GUILD NEWS
Isabel Avedikian, Chairlady

We have had a very busy spring, starting with a fantastic LUAU
on April 30" which included Hawaian inspired food, a band and
hula dancers. A great job as usual by Becky Megerdichian! See her
article below.

Following our April meeting, we had a very interesting talk by
Tom Vartabedian and Philip Brown regarding their book, “THE
ARMENIANS OF MERRIMAC VALLEY”.

On May 29", we provided a luncheon after church services for
the elevation of Father Sahag Yemishian of Worcester to
Dzayrakooyn Vartabed wunder the auspices of His Eminence
Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan. There were about 250 people in
attendance both from our community and the Worcester Church
community.

And for our final meeting of the Ladies’ Guild year, we had our
annual Pot Luck Supper with delicious Kheyma and salad made
by Zabel Hoosian, in addition to the many delicious dishes
contributed by our members.

We look forward to our next meeting in September.

LUAU PARTY
By: Becky Megerdichian

On April 30 members of the Ladies Guild and their
guests donned Hawaiian shirts and pinned flowers in their
hair to attend a Luau in St. Stephen’s “Tiki Hut” in the
Church Hall. Walking into the garden setting brought back
memories of some of the members’ earlier trips to the
Hawaiian Islands. Polynesian decor was everywhere, along
with several varieties of flowers. The main dinner course
was Hawaiian chicken and rice and dessert consisted of
pineapple fruit and upside-down cake made by the Ladies
Guild. John Baboian and his “Aloha” trio serenaded us, with
John playing the volcano-black ukulele he had acquired in
Hawaii. They even regaled us with a pair of Armenian
numbers with a Hawaiian twist. A special dance group of
eight women from the Reagle Players of Waltham performed
an island dance choreographed by Eddie Megerdichian.
Naturally we had a limbo dance that included everyone as the
limbo stick skirted over every table. The tiki bar did a brisk
business. Just another wonderful night out with the Ladies
Guild in the Church Hall...

The Ladies Guild thanks the executive and the event
committee consisting of Anoush Knaian, Becky
Megerdichian, Brenda Barsoumian, Esther Chakmakjian,
Haig Megerdichian, Jean Harr, Lori Krikorian, Robin Hines,
Sossie  Megerdichian, Susan Guzelian, and Taline
Megerdichian.

Keep your eyes open for the next Ladies Guild special
themed event.

Aloha
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The Armenian
Kitchen
Cookbook

Our Ladies Guild
Cookbook is $18 and
can be purchased from
the Church Office. If
you wish to have the
cookbook mailed to
you please mail a $22
check payable to St.
Stephen's Ladies Guild.

The Armenian Kitchen
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Nayiri Baljian Bell, Principal

Year-End Message from Principal

Dear Students, Teachers, and Parents:

I want to thank you all for a wonderful year and let you know
how much I have enjoyed serving as principal.

First and foremost, I extend a special thanks to our dedicated
and talented teaching staff. Thank you for your service!

To our dear students: It has been so fun to learn and to grow
with you this year. I hope you have a wonderful vacation and 1
will look forward to seeing you at church this summer.

To the parents: Thank you for trusting us to participate in the
Christian formation of your children. Christian formation is an
ongoing process. As parents, we are responsible for bringing up
our children in the faith, which means not only bringing them to
Sunday School, but also bringing them to Badarak, praying with
them at home, reading the Bible together with them, and perform-
ing acts of service. This is how we engage the heads, hands, and
hearts of our children in a way that is truly Christian formative. It
is always hard to incorporate new elements into our routine, espe-
cially when there are already so many things competing for our
time (in my family, that would be hockey!). At the same time, our
faith tells us that nothing is more important than to seek God first.
In that respect, I look forward to seeing our Sunday School stu-
dents in church even though Sunday School is on hiatus, I look
forward to hearing about the prayers and passages they learned
over the summer, and I look forward to hearing examples of how
they loved others like Jesus did through their acts of service and
kindness when we convene back in the fall.

To our graduates: You are a special group and I am lucky to
have been your teacher for four years. We studied the Badarak,
we investigated the historical Case for Christ and the scientific
Case for a Creator, we read the Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe
and discovered that C.S. Lewis was really telling the story of
Christianity in this classic book, and we had some pretty good
ethical debates. Now you are about to set off on the next great
adventure of your life and I wish you nothing but success in your
academic pursuits, future career and personal relationships. My
prayer is that your greatest success will be in your love for God
and neighbor and your service to our church. God says to put Him
first and that everything else will fall into place. I believe this
with all my heart and I look forward to seeing how the story of
your life unfolds in pursuit of God’s purpose. I will keep you
close to my heart and pray that God’s blessings go with you al-
ways.

And last, but not least, to Mr. Aftandilian on your retirement:
Thank you for 30 years of faithful dedication to St. Stephen’s
Sunday School, as a teacher and as Vice Principal. You have
been an inspiration and a role model of church and community
service to all of us. You have encouraged, organized, and up-
lifted each of us on many occasions. I personally thank you for
showing me the ropes this year and for taking over the Sunday
School completely these last several weeks during my maternity
leave!
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The Sunday School wrapped up a busy year and fruitful year, with
over 120 students, 7 interns and 14 staff meeting weekly to learn
about God and our Armenian faith heritage and to serve our
church.

Please join us for the 2016-2017 school year!

We invite and encourage you to join us this fall the first day of
Sunday School on September 11, 2016. All students, age 3
through 12" grade are welcome.

Curriculum Overview

Nursery-Grade 3 Curriculum

In grades N-3, we use the David C. Cook curriculum, which is
authorized by the Prelacy, in order to provide a solid Biblical/
Christian ethical foundation for the children. It is a fantastic
program through which children learn about key topics like loving
others, sharing, and giving through Bible stories, crafts, and other
engaging activities.

Grades 4-8 Curriculum

Our middle grades work with the "We Believe" curriculum, also
authorized by the Prelacy. “We Believe” continues with the same
Biblical/Christian ethical framework, but looks at topics through
the lens of the Armenian Church. Students have the chance to
learn about what it means to be a Christian in the context of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, and also about our holy services, our
saints, and our history. It is a very strong program and has been
recently overhauled for a 21¥-Century audience.

High School Curriculum
The High School works in thematic units throughout the year.
Examples of past units include:
"Who am I?" — assessing my personality type & understanding
God's unconditional love for me
Gospel of Mark deep-dive — understanding the message of Jesus
& the disciples response to him
The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe — analyzing this classic
book by C.S. Lewis, one of the great Christian authors of the
20™ Century, to discover biblical and Christological themes

Intern Program
Our Sunday School program culminates in a 12"-grade intern

year. Our interns choose their area of service, including helping in
classrooms, singing in the choir, working with the Trustees, and
doing special maintenance and administrative projects that are
helping to strengthen our Sunday School and church. The interns
are a key part of our Sunday School and the sense of service and
commitment that the internship instills is important for cultivating
future church leaders.

Service Activities
St. Stephen’s places a strong emphasis on community service
throughout the year, running charitable drives almost year-round
and engaging the students in other ways as well. Examples
include:
Weekly collection — weekly student donations are used to
sponsor orphans in Armenia
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS (Cont.)

Winter coat drive — last year our community contributed 75 coats  Lenten food drive — last year we collected 100 full bags of

to those less fortunate! groceries for the Watertown Food Pantry!
Nursing home visit — students traveled by bus to sing Christmas Church clean up - Sundgy School students and staff give back to
carols to nursine home residents the church by helping the Board of Trustees during their
& annual Church Clean Up Day on the Saturday before Palm
Sunday.
Congrats to our 2016 Graduates! Melanie Aftandilian — Skidmore College

Special thanks to this year’s 12"-grade students for their faithful K.l Tk Aharomap University of Oklahoma .
. . . . Tina Barsoumian — Worcester Polytechnic Institute
service as interns. We have enjoyed watching you grow through- . . .
. Ani Chobanian — Mass College of Pharmacy and Health Science
out your years in Sunday School and we congratulate you and . .
7. . , Alex Gebeyan - University of Massachusetts - Lowell
your families on your successful completion of the St. Stephen’s Ani Hackett — Babson Colleee
Sunday School program. We wish you nothing but God’s grace &

and blessing as you head off to college. Antranig Kechejian — Boston University

We are so proud of you!

2016 Graduates with Der Antranig and Mr. John Aftandilian

FIRST DAY of SUNDAY SCHOOL / REGISTRATION DAY / FAMILY PICNIC
Sunday, September 11, 2016, 10:00 A.M. Church Hall

-Meet to register at 10:00 A.M. in the Church Hall. For all students, interns, teachers and parents.
-Students and teachers will meet by class. Parents are encouraged and welcomed to join.
-September 11, 2016, Sunday School Picnic will be held after church on church grounds.
All returning students will receive pre-printed Registration Forms in early September to bring on Registration Day, Blank forms

will be available for new students.

For questions, please contact: Nayiri Baljian Bell, Principal 617-470-8435  ststephensundayschool@gmail.com
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St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School
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Fall Session Begins on Monday October 3, 2016

Class meeting dates:
October 3, 17, 24, 31, November 7, 14, 21,28 December 5, 12

Each Monday the children will enjoy a special program to help them develop their
listening and Armenian language skills, as well as, their creativity and physical
coordination through a pleasant musical experience.

Adults will enjoy companionship, support and the joy of interacting with their child in
arelaxed atmosphere.

All classes are 45 minutes, held on Monday mornings at 9:30 a.m.
St. Stephen’s Armenian Preschool, 46 Elton Ave. Watertown

To register please call 617-923-0501 or email morchanian@ssaes.org
For more information check the school website www.ssaes.org
Registration Fee $100
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U. UnGthwunu Ugqqg. dwnpdwpwlup jwennniptwdp pninptg
hp  32nn nupngwjwl  wnwnptzppwup:  Uwlwwwpunkgh
wdwybpeh hwuntup wbnh nlubgwe 8nluhu 16hU, huy
Lwhiwyppwnpwuh hwuntup wbnh nuGgwe 3nuhu 17hl,
uEpywynipbwdp UG6 phind Sunnubtpnt, pwpbGlywdubpne G
2npowlh hwj GyGnGghutnnt hngtinp hnyhtuGpniu:

hn tuouphUu Uty Suoptunithhl, Shy. MnjwdGwl jh26g nwpngh

uwaglwybpwywéd

e Swntywl Shwnnptwl Cwpwpep

e 30-UdGwyh Iwlunhuntehiup

o ULwpwnwlwl Ywpgh 13npn SwpGywl Iwjwutnwl
UjgbinLphiup

o SwjwuwnnwUuh Iwlupwwbwnnietwl Lwhuwqwhh GL hn
wuwwnnithpwynietwl nwnng wjgtinLhiup

Uu  Junphwlwiniphtl  juwynmlbg  Nuunigswywl  Ywquhpl,
Qpwutlbwyh Wuduwywquhl, Sunnwywl Swludbwhuntdphl,
Awypngh hbwdwlwniptwl G Swudbwhnwdpbpnil, hugwku
bwGL pninp wjb JwagdwyGpwniehiUbGpnil  Gi
wUhwwnubnnll, npnup Yp bwywuwnEBl nwpngh yepGphu:

3nLuhu 16hU, Shyhu Mnjudbwup wwwnnitg Uwluywduniph
Jwluywywnd ncunigsnthh  Shy. Uwpw| SEpwunkpGwup hp 25
wnwnniw) SwnwjniebwlU hwdwn: buy 3nuhu 17hu, wl
wwuwnitkg Gpynt Unthpbw) wudlwlwaguh wunwdubp Shy.
UpiEr WpatGwup hp 10 tnwnpniwy SwnwjniebwU 6L Shy. Lnpw
Rwpktrp hp 15 lnmwpniw) Swnwjnietwlu hwdwn:

®npptpnt  hwunkup Unthpnuwé Ep hhwnwnniebwl, huy
Lwhpwyppwnpuh Swluntup Ywypngh 30-UdGwyhu,
Swjwunnwuh  Wujwhnipbwl  25-UdEwyh GL CuyGpwjhu
Swnwjniebwl, npnyhGnbr UGSU  Swul  YUhihYyhn
Ywpennhynu Upwd W. Jwulwinp Yynunwyny 2016-p hngwywd
E SwnwjniebwU Swph: Lwhiwyppwpwuh Iwlnkup, UpLep
hwdwnpniwé E hdniinoptl hwjbptlh nwuwwnl® wnhyhu
UpwntGdhu Uypwnhgcwlup ynndt: Gpynt hwunktulGpnu hp
thwydwu fuouphu dEp, Skp UWunpwuhy Uiwg. Ehuy.
Muwstwup hp guwhwwnwuph fuoupp puwt Suoptunitebwl G
Aruniggwlwl Ywquhu ppGug wnwpwéd wpuwwnwluphu G
unthpnudhu hwdwp:

Uwlywuwwpunkgkl 2ppwlwiwpn Gnwu.- 21 wwybpnubp:
LUGlh  Unwowlubwl, Bhwlw UYGpuwuwnpbwl, 3wpnie
UpphuGwl, Lwpw MNchywhwUh, UiGnphu ME, Uphwlw
Mniehte, EUJw dnlUpeg, hquuwkt] dnuprg, Uputl Ywjwjtwl,
UnGthwl YhgElGwl, Onihw  REwwébwl, “wihp
OywuktubwUu, Lnph QwUnubwl, Ywuhw Uwpghubwl,
Swprtihy Uwpghubwlu, Lhwuw UtpwwwpGwl, Updwu
UnbGlhwubwUu, MNGhuw Gwdwniphuh, Linh  @hupdtwl,
Ywuhw [Bnpwatwl GL Lwjhph GwagniwGwl:

LwhiwyppwpwUutl 2ppwlwiwpwnn  Gnwl.- Pphu  Wabwl,
fewhu UWupenu, UGp Stp Uppwpbwl, Uhp Swupdtbwl,
Undhw Quwhyktobwl, dwlw Quwpuytoqbwl, UjGpuwlwnn

Lwwywuwnbwl, Eunpnt Uwpghubwl, UGLtwu Uniphwubwl,
Uhp Uwnblhwlubwl, UGwlbw UwnbGthwuGwl, PRFGUhwUJhu
UnipEuBwu, L hquiwky fEUEpESEWL:

Lwpiwyppwnpwuh Jywjwywlulubpne pw2huntdEl  jGwnn)
inlopktlp pwdltg 2015-2016 Swnt2npgwuh Ungwuwyutpp.-

1.- 3wybptl Ywuplpwgpltpnt Upgwuwyutn
Ugqwjht Unwelnpnwpwuh Upgwlwlyp uwnwgwl' ephu
Watwu, Eunpnt Uwpghubwl, AGuhwUJhUu UnipEuGwl,

Uhp UwnbGhwlbwlu, Ubiwlbw UwnbGhwlubwUu, Uhp
Rwupébwl 6L Ywlw Qupwyktoqbwl

AQwnngh Upgwlwyp uwnwgwl: bquuwk REUEpEaEWL,
Undhw Quwhykdbwl, fGwhu UWupnlu, Utp Skp
Uhpwpbwl, UGpuwlbwnp ULwiwywlunbwlu G UGlwl
UnLphwubwu:

wj OqUunipbwl  UhniebwlU Upgwlwyp unwguwt’

Mhwupw fdwdwnLphup:

2.- bwhwgwhwlwu Upgwlwyubnpp unnwgwu
Nudwlu Jkp Qbpwquwlgnipbwl Upgwuwly' REUpwJhU
UniptuGwl, Undhw Quhytdbwl, Eunpne Uwnpghubwl,
U hp UinGlhwlubwl 6L Bphu WptGwu:
NudwUu  Jkp  Swnwonhdnipbwl
Rwupdtwl, UbLwl
Uhpwpbwu:

Upgwluwy®
Uniphwubwl G

Uihp
UGp Skp

3.- dwpph Upgwuwy
Ywlw Qupwytoqbwl

4.-3.0.U.h Swpwnpwywu Upgnidhu

2. Ywuwpwlu

UnwohU Upgwuwy® 26thhin UEpuinhuonnt

Spypnpn Upgwlwy® UWunptwu Quhytstwu

SGppnpn Upgwlwy® Ypkypph fGhupdbwu G
UppwhwdJtwl

UnwehUu Upgwlwy (WugEpElu)' Wunpk Unuetno, Gpypnpn
Upgwlwy (Wugtnptu)* UhEuw UnnndnuGwu

G. Ywuwpwl

Unwoht Upgwlwly' UGwlbw UwnbhwlbwUu &L
UwnGlhwubwu

Spynpnnpn Upgwluwy® Bphu UWptkwl

Sppnpn Upgwluwy® Ywluw Qupwytogbwu

Spypnpn Upgwuwy (Wugitpkl)' @wihu Wupnu

Sppnpn Upgwuwy (UugiEpEl)' AEUhwUhU UnipEuGwu

Uwpuwi

Uihp

5.- Lowu G Uppwnju LwdwnpEwl® Upgwuwy
UpniGuwinh JEg* UpEuw UnnnunUGwU
Gpwdwnnipbwl Jk' Upkypph hupdbwl
(htpwpwUghipp unnwgwe 200 nnwnh Yppwren2wy)

6.- UWuwhhun Ququqbwl Yppwen2wyp' unwgwl 3wjtpEup
Jtg thwjntl wpwyGpwnutn
Qphgnnp huytunkEpbwl Gt Uwpw| UppwhwdGwU
(htpwpwUghipp utnwgwt 100 nnjwph Yppwen2wy)
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ST. STEPHEN’S ARMENIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

2015 - 2016 Graduation Ceremonies
By Houry Boyamian, Principal
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In June 2016, St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School (SSAES)
successfully completed its 32™ academic year. The Graduation
Ceremonies were held on June 16 (K) and June 17 (Elementary).

In her remarks the Principal, Mrs. Houry Boyamian, focused on:

-The 13th Graduating Class Trip to Armenia

-The Annual STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math)
Week and the Science Fair

-The School’s 30™ Anniversary

-And the visit to the school of the President of the Republic of

Armenia and his delegation

She thanked the faculty, the administrative staff, the PTO, the parent
volunteers, the school board and committees, the St. Stephen’s
Church board of trustees, Rev. Fr. Archpriest Antranig Baljian, as
well as all the organizations and individuals that contribute to the
advancement of the school.

On June 16, Mrs. Boyamian honored Mrs. Maral Derderian for 25
years of dedicated service in the preschool and on June 17, Mrs.
Boyamian honored two administrators. Nora Hackett received the
Golden Logo of the school for her 15 years of dedicated service as
assistant treasurer and Arlet Ashjian received the Silver Logo of the
school for her 10 year dedicated service as administrative assistant.

This year, the Kindergarten graduation program was dedicated to
Peace, while the Elementary graduation program focused on the 30™
anniversary of the school, the 25th Anniversary of the Republic of
Armenia, as well as on Community Service, as His Holiness, Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia declared 2016 the Year of
Service.

On both days, Archpriest Antranig Baljian expressed his appreciation
to the administration and faculty for their dedication and effort.

- On June 16, 21 students graduated from Kindergarten. They are:
Nellie Aghajanyan, Gianna Alexanderian, Harout Artinian, Nara
Behbahani, Avedis Bell, Ariana Bouthiete, Emma Fontes, Isabel
Fontes, Armen Galaian, Stepan Guzelian, Julia Kebadjian, David
Oganesian, Lori Panossian, Gassia Sarkissian, Tatevik Sarkissian,
Liana Seraderian, Arman Stepanian, Belissa Tamburrini, Chloe
Tinkjian, Gacia Tokadjian and Nairi Yacubian.

- On June 17, 13 students graduated from our Elementary School.
They are: Taline Antoine, Chris Ashjian, Alec Der-Sirakian, Alique
Haserjian, Sophia Kahvejian, Vana Karaguessian, Alexander
Nalbandyan, Andrew Sarkissian, Sevan Soukiasian, Alique
Stepanian, Sevana Stepanian, Benjamin Surenian and Izabell
Tenekedzhyan.

Awards 2016
I- Awards for Excellence in Armenian Studies — Gr. 5

®Prelacy Award: Chris Ashjian, Andrew Sarkissian, Benjamin
Surenian, Alique Stepanian, Sevana Stepanian, Alique Haserjian and
Vana Karaguezian

®School Award: Izabell Tenekedzhyan, Sophia Kahvejian, Taline
Antoine, Alec Der Sirakian, Alexander Nalbandyan, Sevan
Soukiassian

o Armenian Relief Society Award: Bianca Tamburrini (Gr. 4)

II- President’s Education Award — Gr. 5

®Presidential Award for Academic Excellence: Benjamin Surenian,
Sophia Kahvejian, Andrew Sarkissian, Alique Stepanian and Chris
Ashjian

ePresidential Award for Academic Achievement: Alique Haserjian,
Sevan Soukiasian, Alec Der Sirakian

II- American Citizenship Award — Gr. 5: Vana Karaguesian

IV-Certificate of Recognition.- Gr. 5

-Excellence in Language Arts-Taline Antoine and Vana Karaguessian
-Special Strength in Math-Sevana Stepanian

-Special Strength in Social Studies-Alexander Nalbandyan

-Interest in Science -1zabell Tenekedzhyan

VI-Nishan and Arshalouys Najarian Scholarship Fund for Music and
Art: (3200 each) (Gr. 4)
Sienna Soghomonian (Art) and Gregory Tinkjian (Music)

VII-Anahid Kazazian Scholarship for Excellence in Armenian Studies
($100 each) (Gr. 4)
Krikor Iskenderian and Maral Abrahamian

V- ARS Essay Contest
Grade 4

1* Place: Zepure Merdinoglu
2" Place: Antrias Kahvejian
3" Place: Gregory Tinkjian
3" Place: Maral Abrahamian

1** Place (English): Andre Monteiro
2" Place (English): Sienna Soghomonian

Grade 5

1** Place: Sevana Stepanian
1* Place: Alique Stepanian
2" Place: Chris Ashjian

3" Place: Vana Karaguezian

2" Place (English): Taline Antoine
3" Place (English): Benjamin Surenian

Presidential Award for Educational Excellence: The purpose of this
award is to recognize the academic success of students who have
excelled in their studies and who have earned high scores in the
Standardized Tests.

Presidential Award for Educational Achievement: The purpose of this
award is to reward students who work hard and give their best effort in
school.

The American Citizenship Award Recognizes students who:

. Show a positive attitude toward classmates, school and community
. Display an understanding and appreciation of civic responsibility
. Possess strength of character and the courage to do what is right

21




Uwyhu - Ognuwnnu, 2016

&MUS - JRAK

May - August 2016

ST. STEPHEN’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GRADUATION
2015-2016 Academic Year

Fifth grade graduates with Der Antranig Baljian, Mrs. Houry Boyamian, Principal,

Mrs. Ardemis Mgrdichian, Armenian Teacher & Ms. Elizabeth Strasser, English Teacher

Kindergarten Graduates
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SCENES FROM ST. STEPHEN’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL GRADUATION
2015 — 2016 Academic Year

Mrs. Houry Boyamian and Mrs. Maral Orchanian presented the Silver Logo of the school to honor
Nursery II teacher, Mrs. Maral Derderian (25 years), Assistant Treasurer, Mrs. Nora Hackett (15 years) and
the Administrative Assistant, Mrs. Arlet Ashjian (10 years) for their years of dedicated service in the school

7 B

The Pre-School students performing during the year end graduation ceremony
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ST. STEPHEN’S ARMENIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DONATIONS

In Memory of Iskohie Boyamian

Total Donations - $3,465

Knarig Aboyan

Diana Adamian

Kourken, Nora, Tamar & Garni Aroyan
Sossi Aroyan

Nishan & Margrit Atinizian

Anoush Balian

Jirayr & Annie Balikian

Mary Bergoudian & Susan Hazarvartian

Nellie Bogosian

Hagop & Araxie Boyamian
Yervant Chekijian

Azad Chitchian

Arman & Sossy Derian

Ara & Janet Dermovsesian
Armine Erol

Arpine Festekdjian-Fereshetian
Edward & Anna Garabedian
Thomas Gengozian & Sally Vanerian
Haig Goudsouzian & Jarka Dearstyne
Charles & Joyce Guleserian

Mr. & Mrs. Arman Halajian

Mark & Elaine Jefferson

Vartkes & Elissa Karaian

Edward & Nirva Kazanjian & Family
Roselore Kebadjian

Krikor & Annie Keikian

Berjouhi Keledjian

Gloria Khederian

Michele M. Kolligian

Nancy R. Kolligian

Paul & Seta Kousharian
Mardirosian Charitable Foundation
Zareh & Hasmig Maserejian
Edward & Julie Mesrobian

Mary Minasian

Mihran & Rosalyn Minassian
Mildred Nahabedian

Jacob & Audry Pilibosian

Araxie Poladian

Random House

Arshalouys Sarkissian

Hagop & Nadia Ucuzian

Alice Vosgerichian

Garo & Aida Yavshayan

Raffi & Carol Yeghiayan

Maro Yeretsian

Hagop & Annie Youssoufian & Family
Houry Youssoufian

Sonia Zorian

In Memory of Artoun Nazareth Festekjian
Total Donations - $200
Nazaret & Lena DerKevorkian

In Honor of Sona Ficiciyan’s Birthday
Total Donations - $25
Martin & Lusine Haroutunian

In Memory of Vatche Haserjian

Total Donations - $1,615

Scott & Jill Alexander & Family

Raffi & Sandra Bedrosian

Crossmark N.E. Office

Pascal & Sevan Gebeyan

Gerard & Mary Gharios

Eric & Amy Guzelian

Sako, Ani, Dzovag & Paul Kassabian
Hagop & Leslie Minassian

Madeleine Minassian

Minas Minassian & Maria Mele-Georges
Jirair & Hasmig Momdjian

Arshalous Orchanian

Mr. & Mrs. Minas Ourfalian & Family
Peter Taslakian & Family

In Honor of Ara & Heather Krafian
Total Donations - $250
Garo & Melanie Lachinian

Araxie Poladian Scholarship Fund
Total Donations - $500
Araxie Poladian

Albert & Lena Sarkissian Scholarship Fund
Total Donations - $600

Ray & Susan Bagdasarian
Gregory & Laura Srebotnik

General Donations

Watertown Savings Bank Customer Choice Award

Hai Guin Scholarship Assoc.
Pashalian Fund

ARS Cambridge Shushi Chapter
Anahid Kazazian Scholarship
Charles & Manoushag Garabedian

24

$3,500
$2,000
$750
$250
$200
$100




St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School

’/2 Tap &Clap &

A Music & Movement Program
For children 9 months to 17 months

-----------------------------------------

Friday Mornings 9:30 am - 10:30 am
FALL SESSION Begins on Friday September 30, 2016
St. Stephen’s Armenian Preschool, 46 Elton Ave., Watertown
Group meeting dates: September 30, October 7, 14, 21, 28,
November 4, 18, December 2, 9, 16.

Tap & Clap classes will provide toddlers the opportunity to engage in music and movement activities
that encourage social, emotional, physical and musical growth and development. Children,
accompanied by their parent, will sing, clap, dance and play in an engaging musical environment.

Registration Fee

Phone: 617-923-0501 or E-mail: morchanian@ssaes.org $75

To register Please Call the Preschool Office:
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2015-2016 Smpkopowh 1 Uduntpoh Zutintu

U. Uwnbthwinu Cwpwpoptuy Zwy Fwypngp juennniphwdp
poinpkg hp 79pn nwpkppgwp, punphpt hp tnthplwy nunighs-
ntumigsnihhubpnit  mwpwé  wbjunty  wohwwnwupht:  QAbp
Jupdpp juwnwn uhpkih ntunighsibp:

Utsdh Swlth Uhthlhhny S.S. Upwd U. dbthwthwnh npnonidng
2016 mwipht hngwliniws b, «Ownwynipbwt Swphy:

Uhphkh $tnnukp, quwhwwnbkh E dkp nukgws ukpp nuipnght
hwnty: Munigswljut Yuquhtt Ynnph, hipwpwishipyg Ypyny
Up A&kp Swnwymiphiip Yp phptp dbkp wqqh qhjuwnbidwb
wuypwphtt b dbip wwwquy ubkpniinh  hwjwwwhywidwb
wojuwwnwbphti:  Qhnp-dknph wiwny  owpnitmfkup  wyu
unthpwjwt wohwwnwpp, wwhwwukip dbp pungpuhishi
duypkh (kqmbt & wwwhndbup dbp wqqh gqnuunbindt m
thpytup Ubkp quuuuljutipp wjjwubpnudt b Ynpniunt:

Tuynnghu 7, 9npn nmupbopowip’ 2015-2016, uljuwt Ubkunbidpkp
12ht 132 wowlkpunubpny b wiwpnhtt hwuwr 8niuhu 11ht:
Puswku qhwtp, nithtp Uwblwduniptt Swulbpypnpy npu-
uwpwi: Fypngh nwunigswut Juquht Ynnpht nithup thnju-
nunighy NMpb. Ywpywhu 3ndwibw b thnju-niunigsnihhubkp
Lwpgnihh Uwyphudbwt t Lophll Uwbdhftwi: 2Ep pojnpht

Jupdpp unwp uhpbhubp:

Typngh  quuptpugpp pwpwpep dhuwjt tpkp dwd ko Up
nuuwiwbngnihtt Zugkpkl, gpuwinipht, huyng wuwundniphtl,
huyjuwb ywpb nt kpgp: oquuugnpstup wpnh nuuwghpptp
EL wolwwwbpuyhtt  whwnpwlukp:  Swpniwubt  plpwgpht
junuwyky  Yp  boktp  Ukwubdpkp 21 Zwjwuwnwbh
wiwniptwi  opp, Uowlnjph wdhup, Udwunpp,
Jwpnuwuwbgp, Uwjhu 28p hyyku twbs ULs Gnbnlp:

bPuswtu wudkh wwph, wju wwph btw fpupngp  hp
dwutmgmphiip phpun Eybinkguljutt wpwpnnniphiatbpni:
Spuqunjgh bt vpdwt Epbynubpnit Unipp Shpptu
puptpgnudubpn Juwnwpkghtt pnpniwé funwdp dp wowljbpwn-
wowlkpwnnihhukp: UES MNwhph opowbhtt  hulnidp
wpwpnnniphtbtbpnit gupdbw]  dwubtwulghigut qubuqut
nquuwpwibbplt phupniws junwdp dp wowlbkpniubp: Uppng
Juppuwiwiagh Opp  bEphiniwit  wwwnwpwgk  bEup
wpwlbpuniphiup opniwb Wwwnowd juynwghp Up ubkpluyugnig
Eytntging ke, mpdwtmbiuyny tkpjuubkpnt ghwhwnwphi:

Onppnpnth mpkpnpy quuwpwtbpn Jupg Up wowlkpnitpp
dwutulghigutt Zwy Oquniptwt Uhniptwt Upbtikjkwt UUL-h
Cpowtuyhtt  Juwpenipbwtt  Juquuljpyuws owpugpniphut
Upgnidht: UULh Upkikjbwt Spowih dhoptuy Jupdwpubiitpnt
huytipth ubpjuyugniws swpunpniphiuttpnt puduth tppnpn G
snppnpn  quuwpwbiubpnt  fudpwltt  Eppopnp hwinhuwgu
Jupphul Lbskdbwb, hphugbpnpn b Jbghpnpn guuwpubbpne
hudpwltu Gppopny hwighuwgur Fudwp Quihpuqbwl, huy
boputpnpny i mphbpnpny  Jupgbpnr  fudpwltt wnwehtb
hwunhuwgut Ywuhw Nuuyhltwb b tppnpy” Uth Uwtdhbwb:

26

Upunp dbs gnhmbwlnmptwdp §'pubd np SNVGE mupkqhpph
yunpuunnipbul wojpwnwbpubkpnit oqutightt Mpt. Unipuwn
Uwtnijbwt & Shy. Gpwt Uwudhybwp, hull Uthhinp
wwppbpupbppp  wwubkpnpy  quuwpuip Apt. Uwpghu
Qupultoqiwmtth gmgumiupubpny: PFwpdp Yp quuwhwnbd
niunighsibpnili tnupwé wohtwnwbipp:

Uju wwpniwmt  SwubkplYpnpy npwuwpwbh dkp
opowlwiwpnubplt G- Uth 2nyuwbbwb, CTwbp LLkdbwb,
Ulunpuihl LEskdbwmt, Jwupwq Unipuinbwb, Ghiw Mupumdbut
EL (knplippe Eniudwtbwb :

Uhpkih opowtwiwpuutp, Yp punphwinpbd dkq L dkp sunnpp,
Up dwnpbd unpwinp juennmphibubp i hpuluiwugnid dkp
pnnp puqubpnit: Uho dnnbwp dbp dugpbih (kgnil, hyupn
tntp 4kp hwnipbwdp, qopwghq Yuwuqukgtp hwy nwwnh
hpujuwtugdwt b wwypkgkp wjtyku np sqnowp: 8hokgkp np
Zuypkhpp Jue jnjubpny kL jupownny Yp ttuygh dkigh. uwmnwipkgtp
wunp ykpkphtt Bt pwpopniptwit: Bnkp whwyuwp huybp b qun
punupughbp: 2wy nupngp  pnn  ppuy  dkp uhpny b
hnquuupmptwt wnwupui: Swennniphil pnjnphy:

Typngh wdwytpeh hwuntup wnknh niukgur Cwpwpe 8nithu
11, 2016 tpkynjkw dwdp 6:30ht, 2wy Upwlnipuyht b Yppuljul
Yhnpnuh 8nduwkwt upwhht dkp, hnjuwbwinpnipbwdp Upd. S.
Utugpuuhy Uirwg £hiy.  NMuydbwbpb.  tkpluy tht hhopkp,
hwdwlu) dwpdhth winudubp, Sunnquiwb jubdbwjunidpp,
husytu wbt wikh put 300 hwinhuwnbutbp:

Zwunkuh pugnudp nu, Ukp Zugpkuhpny, wyw pbwdwluyg
dwpuhuh wnktwwybin Mpt. Uwbnil] fwpubnbwt hp pugdwt
Juoupny quwhwwntg whkusnithhl, nrunigswljub Yuqup,
puudwluw) dwpdhth wigudubpp, hywku twbe Sunnuijub
jubdtiwinudph mphptubkpp:

Zwunkup unthpmws Ep Zwjwunwbh  Zwbpugbunngpebub
25udbwljht e Zuyng Putiwhi:

Uju winpht §'niqtd jhoby

Uikwnhu Uhwupnubwith widnpwbwh nt dwpquptwljub Swhop
wuwngup.-

Zununnw, huypkipp, Jhpuinp ni wphbupund, gl pupdkuy
whinh  wuyphy,  Juubqh  whwyunbkph' poynp npbwgng
Junidwbibpll pul waqgop ki uwwubiky jmup, np dp puph
wuuniud, /L[[I gpenw wuwnniwd Up op pn Juplunnil pugniyakph
Uty npkg, n o pui jyjup huypkifp, njup huypkipp:

Qunp nt yuwnht Ukp hwypkuhpp Yepunnnubpnit b pubwljh
Uky dwnwynn hwy qhininph:

Unwght htpphtt upwh Uniwnp qnpstghtt mwukpypnnpy Yupgh
opowtwtwpunitipp: Utnbtp dwu we dwu hpkllg yunpuunws
nintpdh  plptpgnudp
YYuyuljutpp:

dYuyulubtbpp  opowbwiwpwnibkpnitt  jumtdubk  bwp,
uwdwlwy Uwpdhtip hipwpuiship oppwbwiwpunh  unthphg
muwnwpnuy  dp,  hiywkue  bwht  puowtmkp dp Guh
Onwuwbbwiht . Onwbpp Cnipudwbbwbht 12
jupunbi nunpng judwpiwus puntt hwdwp:

Juuwpkk  Gnp  unmwmgui hpkbg

wnwphubkp
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Suontunithh’ Unywnw Uijpnubimu

Z0Uh Lkojw Uwuntuh bt Cniph dwubwdhinbkpnt huygbpkuh
Upguwtwljp vnugur Fhitw NMwpunmdbw L ngupnghtt Ynnul’
Jupuq Unipunbwl, Gunputhl LEskdbwt b Cwtp LEskdbwb:

Stp  Utnpwbhl] Uiwg £hly. MNwjdbwb  quwhwinkg
wowltpinutp® Uth 2nyuwbbwh b Fhtw NMwupunidbwl, npnup
hpktg swnwyniphiiup phpws b Eiknkginy kL tnthphg «Zwmwnnyg
ununnquthdy qppnjjp:  Plswhtu twbkt wn h quwhwwnwbp
prpwpwiship oppwbwimpunh jutdukg Qupth Upplwyhulnynu
Uquunnipbwith gpué Ukluniphit Zuy Bhlinkgin) Zutwnwdph
ghppp:

Bwjnwuqph wnrwohtt pwduny Uwujwduniph bt
Uwujuyupunbtgh uhpwunitt thnpphlubpp, hwwpuopt phd
pupdpugutt  qhuninpujut bt Epwgmb  wwpuqubpn B
Juenpruipwip bEpluyugnightt huwy ghtininpht b Ukp huypkhpht
unthpniws  tpghp nt wpwuwiniphtbibp pwinqujunking
ubkpluubpp:

Ulintg  jugnppghtt  wnwghl,  kpypnpy & kppnpy
nuuwpwibbpnt  wowltpnubtpp, npnup  ukpjuyugnight
«Qhuninphljn GU Guy b «Pnpphly Qhuninplkp Lpglippy, hiswyku
bt «Bught Zujwuwnwby nnnwbuinpp:

Uww pbd pwpdpugutn snppnppk huubpnpy quuwpwibpnt
wowlbkpnubpp: %, B W 2 Jupgbpmt  wpwlkpuntbpp
wpunwuwikghl «Unp Gphiwby pEppniwsp, wyw pojnpp vhwuht
Enqtghti « Gnwgnjuy Lpgp, npnil juenpnkg « Uqghuy ninutiwinpp
E. & C. Jupgbpnt §nnuk: 8kwnng pninpp dhwuhl gintghly Yepynyg
Enqtghti «Uqq Qunwuwusy b « Uwpnupuwwwny kpghpp:

Upu  pwbnuwqun  bpghpnit jugnpnkg  Upgujup  hbpnu
dugpbpnit tnthpmuws «My Zuyng Uwypbpy bEpgp, upwishih
Juwnwpnnnipudp d. Yupgh wowlkpunnihh® Ultph Qujunbtwih,
npnit Jugnpnkg dU. i dR. nuuwpwtbpnt wpwlbpintitpn
wunpuunud  «Uijupumphity pwpdwuunljkph  gnigunpni-
phtup:  Sknhtt E Uokp pk wju  owpdwwuwnliph  Uhipp,
jpwnupyniphtup  tt wpdwbwgpniphtip  ppkug  jqugnudy,
hrunuplniphiit b wpdwiwgpmiphiut kp: Uyphp pojnpn:

dhpowytu wnwehttt mptpnpny Jupgbpnt wpwltpnutpp Uks
rwinuwqueniptudp juenppuljut junidptpny ubkpluyugnighte
Zuthtw, Lnunlh, Lnswph tr dEpdteh ygupbpp, wwpniung
Upuuwt Uhuguljuwttwih nEjujupnipbudp:

Swpbklub qknjgn wintun nkugnihht' Shy. Uwyinw Uljpnibw,
np  ohowmkg Sunnutpnt hwdwgnpdulgnipbuwi
wihpwdbonniphiip k. Cwpwponbw) nupngh Jwpkinpniphiup
uyu onnwup wthbpnile: Skusnihht hp qlnygk Gwp phd hputhptg
20Uh swpunpmpbwt dpgnudh dpgwtwlulppitp dwpphuk
Lhsbdbwt, Pwdwp Quihpuqbwl, Ywuhw b Uth Uwughbwb no
hntug juudutg Upgutwyukpp :

uwdwlw] Uwpdhup guwhwwnting Shl. Lhih Mwpunidbwih,
Op. Odtuh Uypwdtwih tr twhht vnwphibipnt wwupniung
NMpu. Bwlnp <Ltuhubwth 35 wwphubptk wbih  wwpws
wpluwnwlipp nupngk tkpu, nupngh winitbp Ypng dEjufui
qupruubn inithpkg hipupwshiphi:

uwdwluy dwpdhip quwhwwnbing wnboptunthhhtt wiwpwé
wpluwnwlipp Swnythniigny dp wwwnikg qhtp, husyku twbe
nunigswjut juquhtt b Sinpquijwb jwbidtwpinudphtt tnthptg
Ubjulub swnljkynnny, npnup p qupquipthb phadp:

Zuunktup thulnikgut mkp hop wnoppny:

Stnht Et jhok) pk hwinktuh opniwt Yhtuophl, pubwdwljuy
dwpdhtth btwhpwdbnunipbwdp, nwpngh Sunnuiwb
judtwinidpp wyu mwph be hwdwunwd gwpkp wuwnpuwuwnws tp
h wwwht sppwbwiwpunbkpni: &wohtt ukpluy thu Skp Zuypp,
htwdwlu) dwpdhh b stnquljub jubdtwpunidph wanudutpp
EL nuunmgswlub Juqup: Qbntghl unynpniphit dp np pwpdp
quwhwwwuph wpdwih t:

Tynngh ntumgswljut juquht, wowlbpunniptut b pd Ynndtu
U'nighd  juunnly punphwljuuljutt juoup nipnlk; Muwdwluyg
Uwpuhuh wanqudubpnit, npntp wdpnne mwupniwt pupwgpht Uks
unthpnidny woluwwnwip Yp wwbht nupngh jupwewgdwmt ki
Ytptpht h utinhp: 2bp quipdpp Juwnwp:

Tuypngh JEipwuniinp pniwuitt B Ubkwywn.
wnwtonbwl dudp 9-hi:

10, 2016 Cwpuip

Uniqhid  punphwuniphtt  jujntly
Uunpuihl Uwiwg £hly.  NMwdbwbht, nupngh Stnpuijwb
jutdtwjunidphly, Gyknkginy hnqupwpdmptwb, 20Uh
dwutwdhinbpnil, b Yhpwljuoptuwy Jupdwpwth wudtwluquht,
Ybnpnuh  Jupympbwl, Zwdwqquyhiht, Uwppupuywn
Ynuhwinktht, ZUCUhU kL pnjnp wiinig, npnip §p byyuunky nupngh
puponniplwt bt Ykpkpht:

hngtinp  hndht  Skp

Swunntl punphuljuniptwt kL guwhwwnwph juoup niuhd twbkic
niunigswlju fuquht:

Special Thanks also to the following donors

On the GRADUATION DAY, June 11, 2016

Agop Kessissian--IMO Vatche Haserjian $50.00

Hovsep H. Melkeshian--Flowers for the stage $50.00

Linda & Steven Kechejian--Celebration gift for $200.00
their son's, Antranig Kechejian's, Graduation

Haikouhie Deirmenjian -- Bouquet for Principal $100.00

Mrs. Mayda Melkonian
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ST. STEPHEN’S SATURDAY SCHOOL
May - August 2016
Mayda Melkonian, Principal

St. Stephen’s Saturday School
2015 —-2016 Academic Year and Year End Hantes

St. Stephen’s Armenian Saturday School resumed its 79th
academic year on Sept. 12, 2015, with the enrollment of 132
students. A year-end closing ceremony on June 11, 2016 at
A.C.E.C. marked the conclusion of a very successful year.

The school sponsored students, whose parents were not able to
pay their tuition. Classes ranged from Nursery to Twelfth grade.
The school hours were 9:30 am. — 12:30 pm. for Nursery to 9th
grade, and 9:30 am. — 12:00 for classes 10, 11 and 12.

We continued sponsoring 2 orphans from Armenia through
ARS Eastern USA.

This is the 14th year that “SHOGHER” the year book is
published, which was distributed to the students at the day of the
hantes.

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to 11™ & 12™ grade
teacher Mr. Mourad Manougian and 7™ grade teacher Mrs.Yeran
Manjikian for their help in preparing the yearbook.

During the academic year, 10th grade students with the help of
their teacher published the periodical “SPURK” and distributed to
the students to read during history hour. I deeply appreciated the
work.

On June 11, after classes were over, the School Board and the
Parents’” Committee organized a luncheon for the graduates. It
was held at the church hall. Fr. Antranig Baljian, the teaching
staff and The School Board members were present. Heartfelt
thanks to all of them. Their efforts are greatly appreciated.

The year-end graduation exercises held on June 11, 2016 at the
ACEC at 6:30 pm under the auspices of Fr. Antranig Baljian were
very successful.

This year marks the 25™ Anniversary of Independence of
Armenia , so the hantes program was dedicated to the
Independence and to the Armenian Army.

The hantes proceeded as follows:

First, the graduation ceremony of 12" grade.

Our 12th grade graduates are Ani Chobanian, Shant Kechejian,
Antranig Kechejian, Varak Mouradian, Tina Barsoumian, and
Robert Toukhmanian. We extend our congratulations and best
wishes to the graduates and their parents.

The following awards were presented at the graduation.

*On behalf of The School Board, the chairperson awarded an
honorary plaque to each graduate.

*On behalf of ARS Leola Sasouni and Shushi chapters the
principal presented the Armenian award to Tina Barsoumian.

*Ani Chobanian and Robert Toukhmanian each received an
award for their continuous attendance.

The principal also awarded
Kechejian, and Antranig Kechejian.

Fr. Antranig Baljian presented “Commentary on the NICENE
CREED” book to each graduate, and “In Faith I Confess” to Ani
Chobanian and Tina Barsoumian as an appreciation of their
participation in the church services throughout the years.

The graduation was followed by Nursery students dressed in red,
blue, and orange, and Kindergarten students dressed as soldiers,

Varak Mouradian, Shant

who presented songs and poems, praising Armenia and the
soldiers. 1st through 3rd grade students also presented songs and
the poem “Ankin Hayasdan ”.

4th, 5th, and 6th grade students recited the poem “Nor
Yerevan”, while 7" and 8" graders presented the poem “Azkis”.
Then the choir sang beautiful Armenian songs, “Yerakouyn”, “Azk
Parabandz”’, and “Sartarabad”.

This was followed by “Ov Hayots Mayrer”, a song dedicated to
Artsakh’s mothers, beautifully performed by 10™ grade student

Meri Galsdyan.
11™ and 12" grade students played a movie called
“ANGAKHOOTIUN (freedom).This movie was their own

creation. Written, acted and directed by them.

Finally the students 1% through 8™ grade, in 4 groups
consequently presented beautiful Armenian dances directed by
Dance teacher Arman Mnatsakanyan.

The whole program was greatly appreciated and praised by all
present.

The principal invited Fr. Antranig Baljian and the chairperson
Mr. Manuel Parseghian to the stage. The chairperson praised the
dedication and hard work of our teachers, specifically Mrs. Lily
Barsoumian, Mr. Hagop Kessissian and Ms. Ojeny Abrajian , who
have been teaching for more than 35 years. He then along with Fr.
Antranig Baljian and the principal Mrs. Mayda Melkonian
presented each a pin engraved with the schools name.

During April our students from grades 4" through 8"
participated in the essay contest organized by ARS Eastern USA
Regional Board.

From one day schools/Armenian essays, grades 3 and 4, 3" place
was awarded to Vatine Kechejian. Grades 5 and 6, 3™ place was
awarded to Tamar Chaprazian, and grades 7 and 8, 1% place was
awarded to Gacia Vosbigian and 3™ to Ani Manjikian.

The principal invited them to the stage and presented them their
awards. Congratulations to all.

At the end of the program the chairperson of the Board thanked
and praised the teachers, board members and parents’ committee
for their dedication and hard work throughout the year and
presented flowers to all. Also Mrs. Anahid Najarian, on behalf of
The Board presented a beautiful bouquet of flowers to the
principal.

Fr. Antranig Baljian addressed the graduates and the audience
and gave his blessings to all.

On behalf of the teachers, students and myself, I would like to
thank School Board members for their support, dedication and hard
work during the year.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude and
heartfelt thanks to Rev. Antranig Baljian, the Church Board of
Trustees, Armenian Relief Society, ANEC Board members,
A.C.E.C. Board, Sartarabad Gomideh, Hairenik Ass., The
Parents” Committee, Armenian Radio Hour, Sunday School staff,
Hamazkayin , HMEM, and to every individual and organization
that contributed to the success of the school.

Special Thanks to our wonderful and dedicated teachers.

The first day of classes for the year 2016-2017 is September
10, 2016 at 9 a.m. Registrations will be administered the same day.
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SACRAMENTS

BAPTISMS

DALITA AGHAVNI PARIS BELL, Daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. James & Nayiri Bell, was baptized on April 15, 2016.
Her Godparents were Rev. Fr. Stephan & Yn. Alice
Baljian.

ROSTOM KIRKORYAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Kevork &
Anna Kirkoryan, was baptized on May 8, 2016. His
Godparents were Armen Mkrtchian & Liana Yesayan.

NOAH SAMUEL KALESHIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs.
Armen & Sheena Kaleshian, was baptized on May 15,
2016. His Godparents were Raffi Varjabedian & Kristin
Manjikian.

GORDON ZACHARY RYAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Kevin
& Robin Ryan, was baptized on May 21, 2016. His
Godparents were Aram Manoukian & Lorig Manoukian.

ALEKSEI HAMALIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Ari & Olya
Hamalian, was baptized on June 12, 2016. His Godparents
were Arek & Eileen Hamalian.

ANDREW MANGUIKIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Andre &
Jessica Manguikian, was baptized on June 18, 2016. His
Godparents were Steven & Michelle Crafts.

ALEXANDER LEVON KRIKORIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs.
Christopher & Karina Krikorian, was baptized on July 24,
2016. His Godparents were Mark Krikorian & Christina
Akaraz.

CRISTIAN VALENTINO JONIAUX, Son of Mr. & Mrs.
Andre Danilo & Michelle Joniaux, was baptized on July
30, 2016. His Godparents were Joel Torres & Daniela
Vazquez.

ANTHONY JAMES KEFALIS, Son of Thomas Kefalis &
Liana Manasseh, was baptized on August 6, 2016. His
Godparents were Alex Manassah & Kristin Burke.

SHANT ARMEN DIMITIAN, Jr., Son of Thomas Shant &
Berjouhi Dimitian, was baptized on August 7, 2016. His
Godparents were Shant Bassmajian & Nicole Vellucci.

ALIK KEVORK ARAKELIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Andre
Sebouh & Leeza Arakelian, was baptized on August 14,
2016. His Godparents were Shant Yeretzian & Tania Doub.

We extend our congratulations to the newly baptized, their
parents and godparents.
Pastor & Board of Trustees
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WEDDINGS

NARE MEKHITARIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Krikor &
Rosa Mekhitarian was wed to EDWARD FRANCIS
O’DONNELL NEE, son of Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Patricia
Nee, on April 30, 2016. Best Man and Maid of Honor were
Bryan Chu & Tiffany Hashiba.

NATALIE KOUYOUMIIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
George & Zepur Kouyoumjian was wed to HAROUT
KASBARIAN, son of Mr. & Mrs. Zareh & Nanor Kasbarian,
on May 28, 2016. Best Man and Maid of Honor were
Christopher Kasbarian & Nina Jaklian.

RACHEL OKERMAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. William &
Laura Okerman was wed to TOBIAS ADAM LOUIE, son of
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence & Tina Louie, on June 11, 2016. Best
Man and Maid of Honor were Matthew Hays & Caitlin
Craparo.

MARIA ESPERANZA KASPARIAN, daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. Antranig & Maria Kasparian was wed to DANIEL
ALEXANDER DICENSO, son of Mrs. Maria DiCenso, on
June 18, 2016. Best Man and Maid of Honor were Tim Han
& Nadine Londino.

ALEXANDRA SEEROUN BASTAIJIAN, daughter of Mr.
& Mrs. Levon & Deanna Bastajian was wed to ARMEN
JILIAN, son of Mr. & Mrs. Jean & Zepur Jillian, on June 25,
2016. Best Man and Maid of Honor were Christopher Jilian
& Lara Kechichian.

ANOUSH ESSAJANIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Simon &
Mary-Lou Essajanian was wed to BRYAN SCHLUNTZ, son
of Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Margaret Schluntz, on July 16, 2016.
Best Man and Maid of Honor were Matthew Oliver & Sossi
Essajanian & Dzovig Parsehian.

On this happy occasion, we wholeheartedly congratulate the
newly married couples, wishing
them a happy and healthy life together.

Pastor & Board of Trustees

May - August 2016
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SACRAMENTS

GEORGES G. BEZIDJIAN
FUNERALS Tane 3. 2016

LOURINE HIRD
(Funeral Home Service)
June 3, 2016
PHILIP NALBANDIAN
(Funeral Home Service) VATCHE HASERJIAN
April 6, 2016 June 7, 2016
DR. HAGOP JANESSIAN ESTHER KACHADORIAN
April 7, 2016 July 6,2016
MARY DAKESSIA
SSIAN VIRGINIA OHANESIAN

April 13,2016
PHE S July 25,2016

MANUEL DONABEDIAN
April 22,2016 EDWARD YERVANT LATIFIAN
(Funeral Home Service)
SHOGHIK AVAKIAN July 25,2016
May 2, 2016
HEROPSIMA DERAKJIAN
EDMUND JAGASPANIAN July 28,2016
(Memorial Service)
May 3, 2016 MARGARET SHAKARIAN
July 29, 2016
ANNE MARDEROSIAN
(Funeral Home Service) May the comfort of the Holy Spirit be with the
May 4, 2016 families of all the deceased.
ALBERT VASKEN DERIAN Pastor and Board of Trustees
(Funeral Home Service)
May 9, 2016

SUPPORT YOUR CHURCH!

“God loves a cheerful giver.”
(I Cor. 9:7)

There is no more satisfying a feeling than giving to the Church. Your generosity helps to maintain community outreach and ensure that many others
will be affected by your kindness. Not sure how you can give? Let us give you some ideas:

CASH DONATIONS: This is the most common form of charitable giving. All gifts mailed to the Church by December 31* of the current year qualify
for tax deduction in that same year. Please be as generous as you can and give in relation to your ability.

SECURITIES: Stocks, bond, & mutual funds are gifts that just keep giving! You will not only enjoy a tax deduction for the fair market value of the
gift, but will save on capital gains tax that would be due if you sold your securities differently.

THROUGH A WILL OR A LIVING TRUST: Leave a lasting legacy by remembering the Church in your will, in a living trust, in an insurance policy,
or a retirement account. It is never too late, or a bad time, to review long term financial planning.

ENDOWMENT: Gifts can be used to add to our endowment fund. If you would like to honor a special someone or make a donation in the name of a
loved one, this is the right place to invest. These funds are invested by the Church and will continue to grow so that we may become more inclusive in
our goal to enhance our spiritual outreach.
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MEMO

ImONATIONS
. .

IN MEMORY OF ANTRANIG HAMPARIAN

Mrs. Ada Hamparian

Armen & Esther Chakmakjian & Sons
David & Tamar Hamparian & Sons
John & Krista Aftandilian

John & Karen Aharonian

Isabel Avedikian

Ara & Brenda Barsoumian

Marie Bazarian

Debra Garabedian

Vartkes & Audrey Guzelian

Astor & Lucy Guzelian

Lee Aharonian
Gregory Aharonian
John & Karen Aharonian

Total $ 1,585.00

Eric & Amy Guzelian
Andrew & Alice Guzelian

Dr. & Mrs. David & Nora Hackett
Mrs. Margaret Hazerjian
George G. Hazerjian

Dennis Huebner

Ohan & Sonia Iradian

Mary Jelalian

Ara & Heather Krafian

Mrs. Mary Krafian

Ms. Lori Krikorian & Family

Total $ 720.00

David & Sharon Demarco
Mark & Barbara Bagdasarian
Rose Tufenkjian & Diane Matevosian

Harry & Norma Megerdichian
Robert & Becky Megerdichian
Walter & Deanne Nahabedian
Missak & Angie Ourfalian

Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Sferrino
George K. Tekeyan

Rosemary Tekeyan Luniewicz
Ashkhen & Shoushig Vanerian
Ani Yessaillian

Melkon & Arpi Yessaillian

IN MEMORY OF KOREN AHARONIAN

Annette Gassett
Dickran & Marilyn Haroian
Harry & Norma Megerdichian

IN MEMORY OF DR. HAGOP JANESSIAN

Mrs. Seta Janessian & Family
Kevork & Mania Boyajian
Bedros & Arev Der Vartanian
Mr. & Mrs. Simon Essajanian
Shake Hagopian

Total $ 890.00

Jack & Dzovig Hajian

Olga Hovagimian

Hovaness, Angela & Sona Hovanisian
Nazeli Krikorian

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Palanjian

Thomas Gengozian & Sally Vanerian
Khajag & Ardemis Mgrdichian
Krikor & Nora Mouradian

Sayat Nova Dance Co.

IN MEMORY OF MANUEL DONABEDIAN

Daniel Donabedian
Hagop & Stella Bekarian
Shake Gabriel

Total $ 1,3250.00

Nora & Mary Minasian
Anjel Minasian

34

Charles & Hripsime Minasian
Janet & Edward Saker
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IN MEMORY OF MARY DAKESSIAN

Kevork & Endza Abdalian
Knarig Aboyan

Anonymous

Hermine Artarian

Hovsep Avedikian

Yn. Cheryl & Barbara Baljian
Missak & Lili Barsoumian
Ara & Brenda Barsoumian
Takohie Bechirian

Total $2,170.00

Kaprel & Margrit Chavushian
Berj & Annie Chekijian
Avedis & Arousyag Dakessian
Maria Derderian

Peter R. Geyoghlian

Mari Imirze

Ojenie Kavlakian

Kuzenian Family

Flora Matossian

Anjel Minasian

Charles & Hripsime Minasian

Carolyn Mugar

Harry & Hripsime Parsekian

Tirfanda Sarkissian

Charles & Ara Talanian

George, Rima & Markrid Haroutiounian
Nishan & Marguerette Zoboyan & Family

IN MEMORY OF SHOGHIK AVAKIAN

Alice Ayanian

Raffi & Silva Ayanyan
Bazarbachian Family

Azad Chitchian

Karnig & Meri Demirjhian
Emmanuel & Mariam Der Torossian

Total $ 1,140.00

Sirarpi & Varteni Jamakorzian
Sarkis & Chake Kebabjian
Ervant & Anahit Kibarian
Mr. & Mrs. Roupen Kiredjian
Yeprem & Mayda Melkonian
Zarouhi Minasian

Hovannes & Mary Minasian & Family
Toros & Zevart Moushigian

Harout & Lena Sajonian

Samir & Krina Tarabelsi & Family
The Mulligan Family

IN MEMORY OF ANNE MARDEROSIAN

Susan Krikorian & Jack Jaffe
Anahid Changelian

Richard, Susan & Sema Chebookjian
Mary Jelalian

Total $ 445.00

John & Alice Karnikyan
Stephen Karoghlanian Jr.

St. Stephen’s Ladies Guild
Harry & Norma Megerdichian

Jeanne Nahabedian
Carl & Valerie Narsasian
Gladys Terzian

IN MEMORY OF GEORGES BEZIDJIAN

Mrs. Elisa Bezidjian & Families
Antranik & Lucie Aghdamlian & Family
Armand & Helene Andreassian

Mrs. Aghavni Arakelian & Family
David K. James & Arleen Ashjian & Olivia
Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Barmakian

Zepure Barounis-Nakkashian

Mrs. Armine Barsoumian

Hagop & Stella Bekarian

Pauline P. Coutlis

Emmanuel & Mariam Der Torossian
Mr. & Mrs. Arshag Derderian

Total $2,710.00

Takouhy Frengulian

Richard & Houry Haroutunian
Martin & Juliette Hatzadourian
Margaret Hazerjian

David & Carol Hazerjian
George G. Hazerjian

Doris Hazerjian & Stephen
Garbis & Marie Kaladjian
Zarouhe & Veken Kebabjian
Sarkis & Chake Kebabjian
Levon & Shake Khatchadourian
Dr. Ida Malian
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Archalos Merdkhanian

Avedis & Hilda Merdkhanian & Family
Nora & Mary Minasian

Garo & Salpi Ostayan & Family
Roupen & Rita Panian

Harry & Hripsime Parsekian
Krikor & Houri Saghbazarian
Sarkis & Elsie Sarkisian

Azad & Nevart Sipilian

Mr. & Mrs. Berdj Soultanian
Raffi & Mari Zargarian

Mr. & Mrs. Garbis Zerdelian
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In Memory of KIRK AHARONIAN
Grand Total $ 6,345.00
David & Joyce Kederian-Chiulli
George & Dorothy Elanjian
Alice Gelenian
Dr. & Mrs. John Saryan

In Memory of VAROUJAN ASBEDIAN
Grand Total $ 1,470.00
Dr. & Mrs. John Saryan

In Memory of ELIZABETH

KOUYOUMITIAN

Grand Total $ 1,460.00
Natalie Ruo

In Memory of KHACHER DOSTOOMIAN
Grand Total $ 2,005.00
John & Alice Karnikyan
Melkon & Arpi Yessailian
(Omitted by mistake from the last issue
of Jrak)

ADDITION MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Memory of LENNY FERRIGNO In Memory of VATCHE HASERJIAN
Total $ 20.00 Total $ 170.00
Mr. & Mrs. Nazareth Sarkissian Rev. & Mrs. Avedis & Arpi Boynerian
William & Bernadette Breheny

In Memory of ALICE TUTUNJIAN Diane M. Bruzzese
Grand Total $ 9,140.00 Larry & Cheryl Smith

Simon & Lucy Essajanian

Sarah Janigian In Memory of ALBERT DERIAN
In Memory of AREK SHAHINIAN Total $ 25.00 .
Total $ 20.00 Charles & Zabel Hoosian

Janet Karamians
In Memory of PHILIP NALBANDIAN

In Memory of KEVORKIAN FAMILY Total $ 250.00
Total $ 50.00 Marilyn Nalbandian

Maria Gougian
In Memory of ESTHER KACHADORIAN

In Memory of AZNIV POLADIAN Total $ 115.00
Total $ 100.00 Lee Aharonian & Gregory Aharonian
Ken, Steve & Dian Hachikian Robert & Christine Kochem

In Memory of EDMUND JAGASPANIAN Mary, Jeane & Krstine Kotelly

Edward Sahagian

Tn Memory of ROSE DADOORIAN Total § 250.00 . . ¢
Grand Total $ 105.00 Rouben & L1da Surenian & Family

The Khachadoorian & Costner Families Janet Karamians

MADAGH
Total $ 4,610.00

Mrs. Lee Aharonian Christopher Hajian Mrs. Flora Matossian
John & Margaret Ahigian Mrs. Ada Hamparian IMO Mother & Husband
Mrs. June Ajemian Dickran & Marilyn Haroian Edward & Ossan Merjikian

IMO Leon B. Ajemian John & Debra Haroian Ankeen Merzikian
Mrs. Starrie Alemian Mr. & Mrs. John Harr Mary Mooradian
Isabel Avedikian Mrs. Margaret Hazerjian Walter & Deanne Nahabedian
Queenie Aykanian Mrs. Olga Hovagimian Carl & Valerie Narsasian
Diana Aykanian Ohan & Sonia Iradian Mrs. Araxy Nigoghossian
Zabelle Hajian Azablar Mr. & Mrs. George Kaderian Mr. & Mrs. Mardiros Petrossian
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Azizian Mr. & Mrs. Richard Kanarian Sarah Sahagian
Mr. Dickran Babigian Mrs. Virginia Karamanian Pauline Sanasarian
Mrs. Hripsime Badrikian Janet Karamians Nazaret & Yeghsa Sarkissian
Rev. & Mrs. Antranig Baljian John & Alice Karnikyan Mr. Albert Savadian, Sr. & Family
Barbarab Baljian Gregory & Sossi Kazandjian Alice Setian
Mr. & Mrs. Razmik Banosian Mr. & Mrs. Steven Kechejian Helen H. Sevagian
Samuel & Aida Bejakian Mrs. Takouhie Kefeyan Mr. Tatul Sonentz Papazian
John & Zovig Boyajian Sousi Keshishian Mrs. Surpig Stepanian
Anahid Changelian Mr. & Mrs. Jack Keumurian Rouben & Lida Surenian
Houry Daghlian In Loving Memory of newly deceased James & Carol Tateossian
Mrs. Mariam Daoudian late Mr. Khatchig Afarian Armen & Eugenie Tekneyan
David & Sharon Demarco Mr. & Mrs. Hovnan Keumurian Marjorie Terzian
Mrs. Anna Demurjian Kenneth & Rosalie Kizirian Allan G. Tutunjian
Dorothy Esperian Mr. & Mrs. Armen Knaian Ashkhen & Shoushig Vanerian
Mrs. Sirarpi Fermanian Rose Krikorian Mr. & Mrs. Kegham Varjabedian
Ron Iverson & Gail Guzelian Dr. & Mrs. Shavarsh Majarian Kohar Voskanian
Michael & Susan Guzelian Nairi Makarian IMO of Husband and Family’s good health
Diana Hachikian Mrs. Lucille Manuelian Angela Yavanian
Yeretzgin Zevart Hagopian Edward & Zella Marootian Rima Sen Yousefian-Zeroonian
Jack & Dzovig Hajian John & Helene Meghrian Chake Zarougian
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GENERAL DONATIONS

DONATIONS TO CHURCH: MONTHLY TITHE: HAYR SAHAG YEMISHIAN’S
St. Stephen’s Ladies Guild 17,000  James & Nayiri Bell 750 ELEVATION CEREMONY
Ogenie Abradjian 50 Arzroon & Janet Abrahamian 100
(Prayer for good Health) ANNUAL DOANTION The Ladies Guild of The Armenian 400
David & Marie-Louise Bean 50 Christopher Hajian 500 Holy Trinity Church in Worcester
On the happy occasion of the marriage Mr. & Mrs. George Kaderian 15
(()f their daughter Andrea to Andrew DONATIONS TO JRAK ¢
Tobio in York Harbor, Maine on May Marie Bazarian 30
14, 2016. Proud grandfather is Mrs. Eva S. Guzelian 50 ON THE OCCASION OF THE
John Hovhaness Zakarian) Ohan & Sonia Iradian 25 ASSUMPTION OF THE HOLY
Richard & Alleen Ghazaryans 75 (IMO Papken Apelian) MOTHER OF GOD
(On the happy occasion of their Mrs. Flora Matossian 25 - Mr. & Mrs. Adour & Nancy Tutunjian
daughter’s 40 Day Blessing & (On the happy occasion of her donated all the grapes for our Annual
Dedication to the church) grandson’s High School Graduation) Picnic at Camp Haiastan, on July 31st
Diana Hachikian 100 John & Helene Meghrian 25 and also on August 14, for the day of
Olga Hovagimian 50 Mr. Kevork Ourfalian 50 The Assumption of the Holy Mother-of-
(On the happy occasion of her Alice Setian 200 God.
grandson’s Simon & his bride Marjorie Terzian 10
Jackie’s wedding) Joanne E. Wortman 25 - Mr. & Mrs. Vasken & Silva Momjian
Mrs. Mary Ishkanian 20 . donated the Madagh and related
Janet Karamians 50 BUY.A SHING.LE' : expenses for blessing at the Church’s
Mr. Kevork Ourfalian 50 Sossie Terlemezian Robinson 100 annual picnic in Memory of Barkev
Nazaret & Yeghsa Sarkissian 20 Alice Setian >00 Goulgoulian (deceased in Syria).
EASTER YOUGHAKIN MONETARY DONATION TOWARD -
Grand Total: 5,220.00 GRAPES - Mr. Vartan Inguilizian donated’ Incens?
David & Joyce Kederian-Chiulli Anahid Najarian 20 (Khoung) to the church for Dalita Bell’s

Varu John & Armine Mahdasian (IMO of her mother) good health.

CHURCH ANNUAL PICNIC

-
e
N

We had a another successful picnic at Camp Haiastan in Franklin, MA on Sunday, July 31. The picnic was attended by people from
near and far including many campers and their families. While picnic staff worked hard in the kitchen to meet the demand of those
waiting to be served delicious Armenian food, many danced to the lively and beautiful dance music played by “The All-Star Armenian
Picnic Band". The annual blessing of Grapes and Madagh service was performed by our Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan, with
the participation of our Pastor and clergy from neighboring churches, Very Rev. Sahag Yemishian of Worcester, Rev. Archpriest Gomidas
Baghsarian of Providence, Rev. Fr. Michael Der Khosrofian of Whitinsville. Many thanks to the ARS for providing a bus from
Watertown to the Camp in Franklin. This provided easy transportation for more than 30 people. Thank you to Bazaar co-chairs Michael
Guzelian and Steve Megerdichian as well as to all those who worked so hard preparing, cooking and serving the food as well as setting
up and cleanup, especially our young people.
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The "Buy a Shingle"” campaign to retire the mortgage on the "Green House" will continue. Thus far close to
' 15% of the target amount has been raised from the generosity of those who have donated to this worthwhile
.\ project. Contributions to this ongoing campaign may be made to St. Stephen’s:

Yes, [ want to help St. Stephen’s Church retire the debt on the Green House.
*$1,000 to buy 2 pallets ~ * $500 to buy a pallet ~ * $250 to buy a half pallet

e
e * $100 to buy a pair of shingles ~ * $50 to buy a shingle =~ ¥ $ ————— hammer & nails (other)
Please send checks to St. Stephen’s
Armenian Apostolic Church
Attn: “Buy a Shingle”

=
l SUPPORT THE JRAK

Enclosed is my donation to help keep this important link to the
St. Stephen's community operating.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
DONATION AMOUNT:
Kindly send your donations to the church office, 38 Elton Ave., Watertown, MA

Dear Friends

During the past ten years from our ongoing project of pew dedications has been met with a strong response and we are grateful for all
those gifts. As another milestone in our Church’s life is approaching, the 60" Anniversary of our Church’ s founding, consider dedicating
a portion of a pew as part of your year-end charitable gift. A brass dedication plaque will be placed at each location on a pew; the gift for
each plaque has been set at $500.

Please contact Raffi Manjikian 617-932-1854 or email him at rmmpesc@verizon.net. Raffi will guide you through the process to fulfill
your dedication.

WEEKLY E-BULLETIN

St. Stephen’s Trustees have instituted an E-Bulletin in order to optimize communication with our
parishioners, which will be sent out to our e-mail list on a weekly basis every Friday. The Bulletin contains
liturgical information, such as readings and requiems as well as a schedule of church events.

If you have not received a copy of this new publication, and wish to do so, please go to our website at
www.soorpstepanos.org to add your email address to our list.

’i
PEW DEDICATION
t t t t L
[

GOD’S HOUSE. YOUR HOME

| If you are not currently a dues-paying member of our church, we invite you to consider becoming one.
Annual dues are $150.00 (less than 42 cents a day) payable weekly, monthly or in a lump sum. God depends on
you to keep His church strong and viable in order to continue its ministry of service in meeting the spiritual,
sacramental and educational needs of all of our parishioners.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Other Hours by Appointment

CHURCH SCHEDULE

9:30 A.M. Morning Service
10:00 AM. Divine Liturgy
11:00 AM. Sermon

11:30 AM. Holy Communion
11:50 A M. Requiem Service
Noon Dismissal
ADDRESS CHANGES

In order to keep our records up to date and your receipt of
JRAK on time and accurate, kindly inform us of corrections,
changes of address, etc. Please send all corrections, along
with the old address and incorrect names, to: St. Stephen's
Armenian Apostolic Church, 38 Elton Avenue, Watertown,
MA 02472.

WNEBRUUShUS

nqbhwaghunp hurdwp hwdbgtp hlinwduy@tip Gilinbging
gqnuiubivtin dhuglit <hogouipph 4.4, dudp 3:00, npuyhugh
qupbuwop wumuobpp  hpwwnwpull]  fhpofuopbuy
pinphiht  Jte: ‘Unthpunnninighitulipp Juipih &
Quunwnpliy  htnbiiwg  dlipnd,  Qwpeny,  Sudwlnd,
wuduwdp Ghbntiginy qpuubivbiwlp Jud w; Ghpubh opp'
abntiginy Utg, <nquipupdnipliuy qpuububwlp:

REQUIEM

For Requiem Service, please call the church office at (617)
924-7562 by 3 P.M. by the Thursday prior to the Sunday that
the requiem is to be held, so we can include the names in the
Sunday Bulletin. Donations may be made in several ways: by
credit card, mailing to the office, paying at the church office
or on Sunday in church.

LADIES GUILD

Women of all ages who desire to serve their church are
invited to join the Ladies Guild. Meetings are held on the
second Monday of each month, beginning with a social period
from 6:30 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. Meetings run from 7:00 to 8:30
P.M.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
Last Sunday of each month at 11:30, during School year.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHURCH CHAT
Every 2™ Sunday at noon, during school year.

HALL RENTALS
If you are interested in renting the Church Hall for a private
function, please contact the church office.

SACRAMENTS
For Sacraments please call the church office

NEW WEEKLY E-BULLETIN

In order to optimize communication with our parishioners, St.
Stephen’s Church has instituted an E-Bulletin which will be
sent out to our e-mail list on a weekly basis every Friday. The
bulletin contains liturgical information, such as readings and
requiems, as well as a schedule of church events. If you wish
to receive a copy of this new publication, please go to our
website at www.soorpstepanos.org to add your email address
to our list.

OBSERVED HOLIDAYS

The office will be closed on the following holidays: New
Year's Day, January 6 (Armenian Christmas), Vartanantz
Day, April 24, Armenian Independence Day (May 28),
Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Columbus Day,
Thanksgiving Day, day after Thanksgiving, Christmas Day.

HOME VISITS

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees understand that sometimes
it is difficult for all of our parishioners to participate in Sunday
services. If you are in failing health, or are unable to get to
church because of a disability, please call the Church office to
arrange for a home visit. Please call the church office at (617)
924-7562.

HOME BLESSINGS (SCHEDULED)

Traditionally, home blessings are done yearly — after Armenian
Christmas and before Paregentan (Lent). But, if you would
like to schedule a home blessing after Easter Sunday, please
call the church office at (617) 924-7562.

HOSPITAL VISITS

Bl hhiwun, Up muhp dGp vt Uty fud hhiwanwangp G
Up thwthwphp hndhtht uyglinyehiup, hwabgtp htimuduw)uly
ttntginy qpurububioaly:

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees encourage all parishioners
to inform us of any relative, immediate family member, or
church member who is in the hospital and wishes to be visited
by Der Hayr. These visits can help to lift the spirit of the
patient and offer support and guidance. Please call the church
office for more information at (617) 924-7562.

WU RUSLPUYUL GUSU

Iuipwgpuljwe Juqdp 4p ewuy hp juwiwgnjup Junwnly,
uwljuy@ dnnugmd uid ujuw) wipdwuwgpniyphabp Gpuwy
wwwnwhh), uwyn wwpuwquyht hwdblgkp GYtinbiging
qnuubiubwlp minbwl wwhb] nputugh uppugpliip jwenpn
&nwgh phiht uky:

EDITORIAL BOARD

Although we try our best in preparing this newsletter, errors
occasionally do slip by. Please accept our apologies and
inform the church office so the information can be printed
correctly in the next issue of The Jrak.
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ST. STEPHEN’S ARMENIAN
APOSTOLIC CHURCH

60™ ANNUAL BAZAAR

FRIDAY & SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4 & §, 2016

10 A.M. —9:30 P.M.

Armenian Cultural & Educational Center
47 Nichols Avenue, Watertown, MA

Meals served from 11:30 A.M. - 8:30 P.M.
(Take out is available)

® Delicious Meals ® Armenian Pastries ®

Gourmet ® Gift Shoppe ® Raffles ® Attic Treasures

Friday and Saturday — Live Auction Starts at 7:00 P.M.

For more information please contact the
Church Office at (617) 924-7562

COME SUPPORT OUR CHURCH BAZAAR!






