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For all our parishioners and friends,| we pray that God will bless
you all during this most wonderful and holy season of the Nativity
and Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. May He grant you His

abundant blessings of joy and peace. Christ is born and revealed.
Unto you and unto us great tidings!

Pastor and Board of Trustees

Bappy Pew Bear
and



PASTOR'S MESSAGE: CHRISTMAS, THE BACKSTORY

Whenever we think about the Christmas story, we often focus on those elements of the narrative that stand out as wondrous events
and extraordinary examples of God’s greatness. Thus we follow this beautiful story as it unfolds: a husband and his pregnant wife
forced to undertake a journey to another city for a census; the fact that there is no room for them when they finally reach their
destination as the young wife is going into labor; finally giving birth in the stable where they were given shelter and placing the baby
in a manger, a feeding trough for the animals. At the same time, shepherds in nearby fields were heralded by a host of angels
exhorting them to hurry to the stable where a great king had just been born, and in the meantime, three great wise men traveling a
great distance from the east, following a luminous star in the heavens, were desperately seeking that same king to honor and worship
him and present him with three rare and precious gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. Even the sad part of the Christmas story, the
slaughter of the innocents of Bethlehem, shows the greatness of God in that he protected our Savior by sending him to Egypt.

We also often focus on the spiritual lessons that we glean from this beautiful and inspiring narrative: the promise of salvation
through the birth of a Savior; the example of humility manifested by the birth of God’s only Son in a lowly stable; the message of
peace and goodwill heralded by the angels; the imperative of giving, and the need to worship God as witnessed by the actions of the
Magi.

The more you read this beautiful story the more you are imbued with a sense of divine purpose in your life and the presence of
God’s plan for you and the entire world. So the story of Jesus' birth is a multi-layered, rich and complex witness to the goodness, grace
and love of God, which is such an important revelation to all people. Today, though, I want to dig even deeper into the meaning of
Christmas and what it tells us about God and about ourselves and his eternal promise.

Prophecy

God is omniscient. That means he knows everything.
Not just the past and present, but also the future. God
used “prophecy” throughout the whole of history, since
he first created humanity up until the days of the early
church, to reveal his will to the people he created and, at
the same time, to fill them all with hope and to
discourage them from turning away from Him and doing
bad things. The birth of the Savior (the Messiah or God’s
anointed one) who would take upon himself the sins of
the world and be condemned to death as punishment for
our sins and the salvation of all mankind, has inspired
and given hope to millions of men and women
throughout history.

But the really amazing part about the coming of the
Savior, and especially of the Christmas story, is that it is
not just a narrative of events taking place during a
certain time in history, but the fulfillment of prophecy.
Yes, that’s right! Every element of the Christmas story
was foretold hundreds of years before the events ever
even happened.

Here are just a few examples.

The prophet Micah wrote around 900 B.C. where God’s anointed one, the Christ or the Messiah, would be born saying: " Buf you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." (Micah 5:2)

The birth of Christ to a young maiden was first foretold by the prophet Isaiah 700 years before Christ's birth:

"Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive and give birth to a son and will call him
Immanuel. " (Isaiah 7:14)

He also spoke of the messiah as being the heir to king David's throne and our mighty God.

"For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called wonderfil
counselor, mighty God, ever-lasting father, prince of peace. Of the greatness of his government and of peace there will be no end. He
will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and
forever. " (Isaiah 9:6-7)

Psalm 72:9 written by king David about a thousand years before the birth of Christ tells us that shepherds would adore him; the very
next verse, that kings from the east would visit and bring him gifts. The appearance of the angels singing hymns and glorifying God
was also foretold in the Book of Psalms.

And even the sad part of the Christmas story, the slaughter of the innocents in Bethlehem, was foretold by the prophet Jeremiah
around 600 B.C. and the flight of the holy family to Egypt by the prophet Hosea around 750 B.C.

The proof that the coming of the Savior was ordained by God, as was the promise of our salvation, does not stem from a simple
narrative or a biography of Jesus, but by the fact that all of the major events in the life of Christ — not just His birth, but also the
message He preached; many of the major events in his life; his suffering; his death and resurrection — all were foretold through the
prophets and the other books of the Old Testament, which is why the Christian Church puts so much emphasis on it as part of our daily
lectionary, our Sunday readings and especially the readings during feast days such as Christmas and Easter. Its why we have an Old
Testament as part of our Christian scriptures.



Prayer

The other part of the Christmas backstory is prayer. For
hundreds of years the righteous of Israel prayed for a deliverer:
someone whom they saw as liberating them as a nation and
restoring them to their former majesty. At the same time, they
looked forward to this same person restoring them to full
fellowship with God that was lost after the fall. Prophecy was the
answer to prayer as prayer was the reason for prophecy. As people
prayed, god answered them through the prophets, reassuring and
promising them that when the time was right, he would send his
son to be the deliverer that they were eagerly waiting for.

Today as we celebrate Christmas, let us remember that Christ's
birth is only the beginning of the story that is still unfolding and yet
to be completed. The church awaits with great anticipation and
hope the day when Christ will come again. Just as in the centuries
before Christ, the righteous were praying for the coming of the
Messiah promised through the prophets, let us pray as well for his
return, the last chapter of this story, which ends with the yet-to-be
written sequel entitled “Eternity”.

Let us also pray so that God will reveal not only what is to
happen to all believers collectively, but also what He wills for each
one of us individually.

And finally, just as prophecy is a tool used by God to
communicate with His creation, so too is prayer a powerful means
by which we communicate with Him.

Speaking for myself and my family, the past three years have
shown that indeed prayer is a powerful tool that God has given us
not only to know His will for us but also as a means of
experiencing, first hand, His great and boundless love for us, His
abundant mercy, His healing grace and his infinite blessings.

Thank you, Lord for hearing our prayers. Glory to God on high and on earth peace and goodwill among mankind.

MERRY AND BLESSED CHRISTMAS TO ALL!
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CATHOLICOSATE NEWS

HOLY SEE OF CILCIA WORLD GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The World General Assembly of the Catholicosate of the Holy See
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of Cilicia convened on December 5, under the presidency of His
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia in Antelias,
Lebanon, with the participation of 130 clergy and lay delegates and
guests representing the prelacies of the Holy See of Cilicia around the
world. The Assembly, which gathers every four years, and its
delegates have participated in an in-depth examination and evaluation
of the activities of the Catholicosate, as well as the concerns and
challenges of its churches and people.

Alongside issues such as Armenian Christian and language
education, the administration of the Catholicosate and the pursuit of
the Armenian Cause, the Assembly dedicated a portion of its meeting
to discuss Armenian youth and its current status in the life of our
church. His Holiness invited four individuals to represent the voice
of the youth and offer suggestions to foster youth participation in our
churches. Those youth who traveled to Antelias were: Carnie

Armenian (Western USA), Aris Tavtian (Iran), Tamar Kanarian
(Eastern, USA), Ani Najarian (United Arab Emirates).

It is known, and acknowledged, that our youth need to have a
more active role in the growth, security, and longevity of our church.
However, their participation is lacking as a result of a variety of
challenges our Prelacies are facing: assimilation, lack of knowledge,
lack of motivation, distance to activities, demands of work and
school, and language.

His Holiness Aram I professed that we need to take the church to
the people, and we have to make this a priority for our youth. The
two representatives from the United States recalled the May 2015

A Wi

visit of His Holiness Aram I to the annual AYF Eastern Region
Seminar, where more than 300 youth from the ages of 10-26 were
gathered for an education and social weekend. His Holiness presence
was immense and inspiring. His dialogue with the attendees,
addressing their questions and concerns, was precisely what they
needed. We need to encourage and establish this type of relationship
between our clergy and lay leadership with our youth. This will help
our youth feel more welcomed in our church- physically and
spiritually- and be more willing to help carry out our church's
mission.

In his remarks, His Holiness Aram I stressed that we cannot leave
our youth in the periphery of our church and their concerns and
challenges need to be a top priority. We need to be more action
oriented and captivating, and think outside the four walls of our
church. His Holiness put forth a motion to the Executive Council that
the Catholicosate work to create a join effort between the Youth and
Audio Visual Department to establish, and have the youth carry out
the work to fulfill, a formalized network for youth engagement and
collaboration across the world.

We are very proud of two of our Board of Trustees members who
attended this very important gathering. Mr. Raffi Manjikian,
Chairman (above left), represented our Prelacy as a delegate, while
Ms. Tamar Kanarian, Board Secretary, is pictured above presenting
her report on youth issues to the assembly.
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CHURCH RENOVATION PROJECT

Recently our parishioners received letters for donations to our
church's renewal and renovation project. This letter can be read
below. We are happy to announce that two of the projects have
been completed. The outside main church stairway has been
completely repointed and the walkway leading to the side door,
repaired. In addition, the new organ has been installed and is
already in use. We are also happy to announce that we have
reached our estimated monetary goal for the organ with pledges
and actual donations totaling around $50.000.00. The organ is to
be officially dedicated at a spiritual concert taking place in the
church sanctuary on January 20, 2018 by the renowned Armenian
singer Onnig Dinkjian accompanied on the organ by his son, Ara.
His Eminence, Aechbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the
Eastern United States, will be in attendance and will perform the
actual blessing of the Organ the following day, Sunday, January
21, after Badarak.2017 marks not only the "Year of Renewal" as
proclaimed by our Catholicos, His Holiness Aram I of the Holy
See of Cilicia, but also, the Sixtieth Anniversary of St. Stephen's

Church. We understand that His Holiness' proclamation was
aimed at spiritual renewal within our parishes, yet what better
opportunity to undertake the necessary maintenance and repair
work that must be completed in order that a renewed physical
space of worship can inspire an inner renewal of our faith and
spirit in our future generations? It is not just a matter of
beautifying the church but of making the necessary infrastructure
fixes that will insure the church's longevity. Working on this
together will be truly an opportunity to renew our faith and
commitment toward God, our church and our children.

Other items yet to be done are: pew reupholstery, scheduled
for early January; Painting of the church sanctuary slated for
February, repair of the church windows in the sanctuary, and if
needed, the cupola; installation of energy efficient lighting in the
sanctuary. As you can see there is a lot which needs to be done
over the next few months. We appreciate your help and support,
for we can only do this right if we do it together! Join us.

Below is a reprint of the appeal sent to our parishioners.

201772018 ST. STEPHEN’S ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
RENEWAL CAMPAIGN

Dear Friends of St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church,

His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia, declared 2017’s annual focus to reflect and act as the Year of
Renewal. Renewal takes on many important meanings including spiritual renewal, community renewal, physical renewal which
are often connected and intertwined, and indeed often interdependent. As our church celebrates its 60™ anniversary, the concept of
renewal has taken on the more physical aspect prompting us to make improvements and upgrades to last for our future generations,
thus creating a renewed and inspiring venue where spiritual, community and parish renewal can be more easily accomplished.

The Board of Trustees has launched a campaign to raise the funds needed to make the following improvements:

Painting — A firm has been contracted to repair and paint the sanctuary’s ceiling, walls, lower dome and other areas of the
church. Estimated Cost: $50,000

Organ & Audio System — Our organ is 45 years old with significant loss of functionality beyond repair. A new organ has
been identified, and additional improvements call for modernizing the audio system for improved acoustics and
dependability. Estimated Cost: $50,000

Pew reupholstering — Many of our pews are worn and torn. A firm has been contracted to change the cushions and coverings
of all pews. Estimated Cost: $20,000

Front stairway and concrete repair — There is a need to repair some of the granite front steps as well as other areas in front
of the church due to the effects of winter weather and the heating coils which have begun to cause some failure.
Estimated Cost: $20,000

Lighting — the church may acquire subsidized LED lighting to replace every bulb. These bulbs consume less electricity and
also last longer. Approximate Cost after Rebates: $10,000

As you can see, the total amount of these projects will cost at least $150,000. With the generosity of some early donors,
approximately $44,000 has been raised for the Renewal Campaign with several additional pledges. We hope you can contribute to
this cause, too. Please use the enclosed card and return envelope for your contribution. These projects will improve the aesthetic
and audial beauty of our church and Badarak. They are an investment for future generations of St. Stephen’s congregants. The
greatest gift we can give today is to preserve the functionality of our church for tomorrow. Your contribution helps renew that
commitment established 60 years ago.

Some of the work and related activities that has been accomplished already are pictured on the next page.
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Clockwise fiom top left: Newly repointed front stairs. Choir coffee hour September 24 in honor of Gomidas Vartabed's birthday
and to kick off the Organ Fund component of the Capital Improvements Campaign. New organ installation.

RECENT DONATIONS OF RELIGIOUS ITEMS

The Pastor and Board of Trustees would like to express their
deepest thanks to the church deacons: Ara and Brenda Barsoumian,
Gerard and Betty Barsoumian, Albert and Sarine Barsoumian and
Gerard and Tamar Iskenderian for their generous gifts pictured at
right. Gifts include two new censers (Poorvar)), incense containers
(Khéngaman) , chalice (Ségih) and a new Pectoral Cross
(Lanchakhatch) for Der Hayr. The new vessels will enrich our
services and will be used for special occasions.

Another special gift (extreme right) was also presented to Der
Hayr by His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan at the
church's Annual Picnic. The pectoral cross, which had originally
belonged to Surpazan, was given personally by him, as 2016
marked Der Hayr's 40th Anniversary of ordination, and 2017, that
of Surpazan's 50th.
On this occasion, Der Hayr remarked that he was truly humbled
by the token of love and respect shown to him by Surpazan and
expressed his heartfelt gratitude for this wonderful gift.
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CLERGY CONFERENCE IN CANADA

Clergy from the three North American Prelacies (Eastern,
Western, and Canadian) have been in Montreal in October
attending a biennial joint clergy conference. The conference
began on Monday, October 30 and concluded Wednesday,
November 1. The theme of the conference primarily focused
upon the 2017 theme of Renewal. The three Prelates, Archbishop
Oshagan (Eastern U.S.), Archbishop Moushegh (Western U.S.),
and Archbishop Papken (Canada) presided over the conference
that featured prayer services, spiritual reflections, lectures, and
discussions on issues of mutual concern.

A special Divine Liturgy attended by hundreds of the faithful
was celebrated by Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Vicar of the
Eastern Prelacy, on Tuesday evening. All of the clergy
participated on the altar and in the choir. Wednesday evening a
special “Evening of Gratitude” took place dedicated to
Archbishop Oshagan’s 50th anniversary of ordination.
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Please join us for a new
Bible Study at St. Stephen’s

“The heart of God...

Plans are being made for a new Bible study
beginning in winter, 2018.

First series will focus on scriptures found in Badarak.
All are welcome!

Dates and times will be set based on group
preferences. If you’re interested in joining, please
email gerardbarsoum@gmail.com.
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LADIES GUILD NEWS

Isabel Avedikian, Chairlady

For our September meeting we welcomed back our members.
It was nice seeing everyone.

Becky Megerdichian organized the latest cooking class and
writes: "On Saturday, September 16, 2017 the Ladies’ Guild held a
Lamejun cooking class. The 26 attendees all had a delicious — I
mean — wonderful time. The Ladies’ Guild thanks our instructor
Mary Derderian for giving of her time and teaching us how to
make this favorite Armenian dish. A special thank you goes out to
all who attended and to everyone who helped clean up afterward.
Keep your eyes open for the next cooking class."

The Ladies’ Guild seeks to bring people from inside and
outside the church together to learn to prepare our traditional
Armenian recipes. During the past several years we have held
cooking and baking classes. We welcome anyone who would like
to teach any food preparation class. For more information please
contact Becky Megerdichian at 617-576-3398.

For October we asked our members to bring something made
with either apples or pumpkin. Delicious eating. We also did a
hokejash for 75 people. For our meeting on November 20, we had
a guest speaker, Arsen Marderosian.

There was no meeting in December. A group went to see the
Christmas show by the Reagle players on December 2. On Saturday,
December 9 the Ladies Guild held its annual Christmas Party in the
Church Hall. The evening began with wine and hors-d’oeuvres,
then a blessing by Der Antranig, and an exquisite dinner prepared
by Chef Kevork Boyajian of the Armenian American Social Club
(the Agoump). As usual door prizes were awarded. Once again the
guests had an enjoyable evening.

Some of the highlights of the evening included a singalong with
our very own guitarist Armen Chakmakjian led and accompanied
the singing from the stage. Another high point was the annual visit
of Santa Claus who distributed gifts to all the attendees.

Robert Megerdichian and Yeretsgin Cheryl read O Henry's "The
gift of the Magi" to the rapt attention of the audience. The story tells
of a young couple, Jim and Della (renamed Hagop and Endza for
the evening's presentation), who are short of money but desperately
want to buy each other Christmas gifts. Unbeknownst to Jim, Della
sells her most valuable possession, her beautiful hair, in order to buy
a platinum fob chain for Jim's watch; while unbeknownst to Della,
Jim sells his own most valuable possession, his watch, to buy
jeweled combs for Della's hair. The essential premise of this story
has been copied, re-worked, parodied, and otherwise re-told
countless times in the century since it was written. The story is a
parable of the Christmas story

Special thanks to all the ladies who helped decorate, and to Becky
Megerdichian for organizing the event. We hope to see you at next
year's Christmas Party.

We will see everyone at our meeting in February (weather
permitting), when we will show a movie and have pizza. Please
note: February and March meetings will be held in the afternoon.

We also have a special event planned for April 14, 2018
featuring Sandi Bedrosian. Details will follow.

On a personal note, | would like to thank everyone who sent me
cards, made phone calls or kept me in their prayers following my
recent surgery. That’s why I’m recovering so well.

U. Uwnitithwunu BYtintiginy Shjuwug Uhnietiwy
UhUULRUGUL OUNGUQU.MP SOUDP UGUNRGUJ UAUNR
Ghpw(h, Uwnpwn 25, 2018ht, Btintiginy alippuuwupuwhhy dke
Nwdlin Qtontl, Ohjwiny -unwhd, Mwthpny Mtopkl i quiwquy wuny tntuubp:
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ST. STEPHEN’S LADIES GUILD ANNUAL PALM SUNDAY BAKE SALE
Sunday, March 25, 2018 at the Church Hall
Choreg, Khadaif, Cheese Boregs and Assorted Pastries
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Left and Right: Lehmejune
Ccoking class organized by
Becky Megerdichian and
taight by Mary Derderian.

Below: Ladies' Guild
Christmas Party. Singalong
with Armen Chakmakjian;
Der Hayr receives a special
gift from Santa; The Board
receives a special gift from
the Ladies' Guild and Bob
Megerdichian and Yn.

s fl Cheryl read O. Henry's Gift

% J if the Magi.
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LADIES GUILD NEWS (Continued)

IN MEMORIAM

We were very sad to hear of the passing of
long-time guild member, Queenie (Fermanian)
Haboian, who passed peacefully on October 25,
2017 in Providence. Born and raised in
Providence, she lived a happy and productive
life with her beloved husband of forty years,
Harry Haboian, in Waltham, Massachusetts
until 2006, when she returned to Cranston to
live with her dear devoted twin sister, Mary

Fermanian.

She was the daughter of Stephen Fermanian and Goulbig
Bedrosian and the sister of the late Gladys Fermanian. Besides
her sister, she leaves a nephew, Kevin and a niece Christine
Haboian of California.

Queenie worked for thirty years for the United States
Department of Defense. She was a member of the St. Stephen’s
Armenian Church of Watertown and very active member of its
Ladies’ Guild where she devoted much of her time and
talents. She was also a member of the Sts. Vartanantz Church of
Providence. Besides her church devotion, Queenie was also a
lifelong supporter of the Armenian Youth Federation. Queenie
will be remembered for her cheer, charm and optimism to all who
knew her. She enjoyed the cultural life which the Boston area
offered for many decades and shared those experiences with
family and friends. A life-long Patriots fan, Queenie and her
husband could be found at many football games over the
years. She was comfortable in the finest of environments as well
as raw spirit of the games. She will also be remembered as a
wonderful cook and generous entertainer, loving wife, sister,
friend and relation.

Several of our Guild members attended Queenie's funeral.

Der Hayr, who had a funeral service to perform here wrote the
following message:

The Perfect

Our
Cookbook is $18 and can
be purchased from the
Church Office. If you wish
to have the
mailed to you please mail a
$22 check payable to St.
Stephen's Ladies Guild.

Gift for any

Occasion!

The Armenian Kitchen

Dear Father Kapriel,

The St. Stephen’s parish has learned with deep sadness of the
passing of long-time church adherent and faithful and active
Ladies’ Guild member Queenie Haboian. She and her late husband
Harry were for many years actively involved in the life of St.
Stephen’s Church and as a couple, interacted with and befriended
many of our parishioners, endearing themselves through their
devoted service to the community and warm interaction with all
who knew them.

Queenie was especially active in the Church’s Ladies’ Guild
and for many years was responsible for organizing member
outings and “mystery tours” in which 1 was also able to participate
on several delightful occasions. For the past many years of her
debilitating condition and especially after her move back to live
with her sister Mary in Providence after Harry’s passing,
Queenie’s ready smile, her quick wit and her wonderful sense of
humor were sorely missed by her companions and colleagues.

I am so sorry that I will not be able to be present at her
funeral, since I am also officiating a service here in Watertown at
the same time. I do wish to personally thank Der Gomidas and
you, Der Kapriel, for accepting the reponsibility of Queenie’s
spiritual oversight as well as for your frequent prayers and visits
since she returned to Providence. I am sure this was a source of
great comfort to her.

On behalf of the St. Stephen’s Board of Trustees, our entire
church family and especially the members of our Ladies, Guild,
Yeretsgin Cheryl and I would like to convey our deepest
sympathies to Queenie’s dear sister Mary; to members of her
extended family; to all of her friends, as well as to you, Der
Kapriel and Yeretsgin Debra, and to Der Gomidas and Yeretsgin
Joanna.

May the Lord rest and illuminate the soul of our dear Queenie
Haboian in eternal and heavenly light; may her memory be
blessed, and her life remain an inspiration for all who knew her.

With Brotherly Prayers and Condolences,

Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, Pastor

The Armenian Kitchen

Cookbook

Ladies Guild

cookbook
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ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH — 61st ANNUAL BAZAAR NEWS & PICTURES

John Aharonian, Bazaar Chairman

The 61st St. Stephen’s Church bazaar was held November 3™
and 4™ on a beautiful fall weekend. All of the hard work that
begins in July and the dedication by so many volunteers resulted
in the ACEC hall looking fantastic, from the Pastry counter all
the way around to the food line. All of the booths looked
outstanding and were stocked with delicious pastries, gourmet
items, dried fruits and nuts, candies, and games for the children.
The hall stage was once again ready to go with the Attic
Treasures. Tamar Kanarian decorated the dining area wall with
great pictures from our Church’s history. Did you see yourself in
one? The setup throughout the hall really looked great.

Armenians and Non-Armenians all enjoy a home cooked meal
and this year’s Bazaar delivered them over the course of the
weekend. Many thanks to Rich Piligian and his Grill Crew for
once again taking on the task of cooking over 1,600 pounds of
losh, shish, chicken and beef, resulting in close to 2,600 meals
served. The Grill Crew toils behind the scenes in back of the
building, but do a great job year in and year out. In addition there
were meals of Kheyma and Kufte, both very popular. Served with
pilaf and salad it is a great meal for the price. Thanks to Raffi
Kozelian and Armen Chakmakjian for running the food from the
grill area to the Food line.

The Kitchen is a busy area during Bazaar weekend, with Sona
and Charlie Aslanian, and Michael Guzelian doing a great job of
managing all the people and production. It takes many volunteers
to make the salad and pilaf as well as cooking the Kufte. The
always popular Kheyma was freshly prepared by Zabel Hoosian.
Many thanks to all the volunteers who worked the weekend. We
can’t forget Marvin, who did a great job keeping up with washing
pots and pans.

I can’t imagine there is a Church bazaar of any nationality that
has a Pastry booth like ours. From over 1,000 dozen Choregs to
the countless trays of Paklava and Khadaif, and everything in
between, it is just a tremendous display of hard work, dedication,
and millions of delicious calories. Diets everywhere have to take
a back seat on Bazaar weekend! Many thanks to Lucy Guzelian,
Deanne Nahabedian and Sona Zerdelian for chairing the Pastry
booth, and to all their volunteers.

Right next to the Pastry booth is the always popular Gourmet
booth. People who come to the Bazaar know these delicacies can
be difficult to make and take an expert touch. Anahid Najarian
and her dedicated group of volunteers turn out the always
delectable yalanchee, kufte and manti. The Gourmet booth also
sells many dozens of jars of tourshi, made by Sona Aslanian and
her team.

The ladies who prepare the items for both of these booths need
to be commended for their diligence and dedication. Their work
begins in July and continues on a weekly basis until the Bazaar.
From Labor day on, there are work sessions for Pastry and

Gourmet three times a week. That's dedication!

As you turn the corner and head down the long wall towards
the dinner food line you are met by several spectacular tables of
specialty foods, handmade and Armenian made gifts, and the
newly popular punch board game.

The first stop to make is always the Soujouk table. Over 20
years ago, Gregory Avedikian perfected a soujuk recipe for the
annual bazaar. With some Church members they met in the
Church kitchen and made and bagged soujuk. It was great except
for one thing. Everyone who bought a bag had to take it home
and cure it themselves. After Greg’s passing, his sons Craig and
Mark, with Astor Guzelian, carried on the tradition. They
decided to dry it themselves and cryovac the bags. Now you
could just buy it and enjoy it immediately. No worries. It was a
huge success. This year daughter, Tanya, and grandschildren,
Shant, Anna & Nairi were able to help with the making of soujuk.
We sell out every year.

The next stop was the Country Store table, where one could find
a delicious assortment of homemade soups, dried fruits, nuts and
candies.

Next in line was the Punch Board game, which has become
wildly popular with the children (and some adults!). Thanks to the
generosity of the Sunday and Elementary Schools for donating gift
cards and toys for all to win. The game is run by our own high
school age students, a great way to have them get involved in the
Bazaar. Also popular is the still fairly new $5 gift grab booth.
Everyone who took a chance won a very nice prize. It was a great
addition to the whole setup.

Next in line was the Gift Shoppe. There were two tables of great
gifts, many made and brought in from Armenia. The selection
included jewelry, wall hangings, Armenian notecards, Christmas
decor and ornaments.

All three of these booths were organized and stocked by Sosie
Megerdichian and her helpers who did a great job this year
organizing almost all of the tables on the wall. It has been a goal
of the Bazaar to have the wall stocked from end to end with gift
items people will like and buy, in an attractive setting, and Sosie
did an outstanding job coordinating this effort. I can’t thank her
enough for the time she put in. Those of us who have volunteered
at the Bazaar over the years know the miraculous change she has
made to that entire side of the hall.

You certainly could have worked up an appetite after viewing
all of these booths and tables above, but before entering the food
line there was the opportunity to visit the always popular Attic
Treasures area on the stage inside the hall. Tamar Boghosian and
her team always put out an interesting and eclectic group of
treasures and this year was no exception.
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ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH — 61st ANNUAL BAZAAR NEWS (Continued)

The food line for lunch and dinner was staffed with all hard
working and friendly volunteers. The list of volunteers on the food
line is quite long. My thanks go out to each of you who did. It was
great to see some new faces on the line, let’s keep that trend going
for next year! John Daghlian and his Cafe Ararat team made sure
everyone had a drink to go with their meal. I also want to give a
special thanks to all of the younger students who bused the dinner
tables. So great to see these elementary and middle school students
getting involved.

No Bazaar would be complete without the Live Auction and
Silent Auction. The Auctions take a tremendous amount of work
and Tamar Kanarian did a great job soliciting and collecting all the
items we had. When you first enter the hall, you see the Silent
Auction setup in the lobby. What an assortment of items to bid on!
Sports memorabilia, jewelry, gift certificates, paintings and a
variety of specialty items are there for you to bid on. The Live
Auction took place Friday night around 6:30. Our auctioneers Raffi
Manjikian and Tamar Kanarian call out the auction and do a great
job with it. As it has been in the last several years, the Tom Brady
signed Patriots helmet is the highlight of Friday night! Sporting
event tickets, golf outings and fabulous jewelry are just some of
the items auctioned off. Many thanks to all our parishioners who
donated the auction items. The action is fast and furious when the
bidding starts.

The tension builds on Saturday night for the drawing of the $2
and $100 raffles. This year we sold 305 $100 raffle tickets.
Thanks to all of the volunteers who sold tickets, and thanks to all
of you who bought tickets. The raffle winners are listed below.

There is also much work that goes on behind the scenes leading
up to and during the Bazaar. I want to thank Chris Hajian for
taking care of the billboard displays that we had on Arsenal and
Mt. Auburn street, including the design of the billboard. Can’t
have a successful Bazaar without good advertising. A thanks to
Tamar Kanarian for taking care of the advertising via social media.
The Bazaar requires food and equipment to be bought and brought
to the Church and ACEC halls. Many thanks to Eric Guzelian for
organizing all the transportation and delivery. You can’t get one of
the delicious meals without a ticket! Thanks to our team of
volunteers who man the ticket selling table out in the main lobby.

The Bazaar is the single biggest generator of income for the
Church every year. Many thanks to Silva Bahlavouni for recording
all the pre Bazaar income to be deposited, and for coordinating
with Garbis Zerdelian for all the printing of Bazaar raffle tickets
and materials. All of the receipts and expenses have to be recorded
properly and balance out, and our Church Treasurer Lucy Hoosian
continues to do a great job.

Again, thank you to all the volunteers. The Bazaar was a great
success and we could not have done it without you. Planning will
be underway for next year soon enough!

Pastry:

Gourmet:
Kitchen:
Tourshi:

Gift Shoppe
Country Store:
Games:

Attic Treasures:

Auction:
Auctioneer:
Soujouk:
Grill:

Cafe Ararat:
Buffet Line:
Raffles:
Meal Tickets:
Setup:
Advertising:
Purchasing:

Transportation:

Treasurer:
Printing:

The following were the committee chairs:

Lucy Guzelian, Deanne Nahabedian
& Sona Zerdelian

Anahid Najarian

Sona Aslanian & Michael Guzelian
Sona Aslanian

Sosie Megerdichian

Sosie Megerdichian

Sosie Megerdichian

Tamar Boghosian

Tamar Kanarian

Raffi Manjikian

Mark Avedikian & Astor Guzelian
Richard Piligian

Allan Tutunjian & John Daghlian
John Aharonian

John Aharonian & Office

Chris Hajian, Office

Bazaar Volunteers

Chris Hajian

Silva Bahlavouni & Chris Hajian
Michael & Eric Guzelian

Lucy Hoosian

Silva Bahlavouni & Garbis Zerdelian

Thank you to all the committees

RAFFLE WINNERS

$100 Raffle
Leona Arsenian $5000
Joe Almasian $1000
Joyce Khederian Chiulli $1000
Richard Aslanian $1000
Sharon DeMarco $ 500
Nayiri Bell $ 500
Richard Babaian $ 500
Dorothy Elanjian $ 500

$2 Raffle
Satenig Der Manuelian $ 500
Olga Hovagimian $ 250
Dorothy Piligian $ 150
Thomas Donabedian $ 100

Congratulations to this year’s Raffle Prize Winners!

%BAZAAR



Ulioquntivdplin - haljuntivptp, 2017

anuQ - JRAK

September - December, 2017

ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH 61st ANNUAL BAZAAR DONATION LIST (Continued)

Below is a list of all our parishioners and
friends who made a donation to the Bazaar.
Donations can be in the form of Auction
items or items for the Gift Shoppe. We also
have started a Bazaar “wish list” where you
can donate cash to help us cover the
expenses of the Bazaar. Cash donations
ranged from $5 to $500, none are turned
away! Many thanks to all the donors, and
next year we hope to have many more.

Raffle Winnings Donation
Richard Aslanian

Pastry

Krista Aftandilian
Mary Arabian

Sona Aslanian
Anahid Changelian
Mary Doursounian
Lucy Guzelian
Susan Guzelian
Jeannie Harr

Zevart Hagopian
Linda Kechejian
Nevart Kouyoumjian
Becky Megerdichian
Deanne Nahabedian
Shushan Tutunjian
Tagoush Vosganian

Silent Auction

Alex and Ani

Anonymous

Ani Almasian

Anets Collection

Ani Catering

Anoush'ella

Michael Aram

ARS Cambridge Shoushi Chapter
Artemis Yoga

Yn. Cheryl Baljian

Belmont Car Wash

Boston College

Boston Ring and Gem

Boyajian Oil

Brozzian Spice

Btone Fitness

Charles River Canoe and Kayak
Davios

Sharon DeMarco

Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum
Grafton Group Restaurants
Green Tangerine

Michael Guzelian

The Halfway Cafe

Robin Tutunjian-Hines
HootToot

Lori Nahabedian Kelly

Keurig

Susan Kinnear

Armen and Anoush Knaian
Garo Lachinian

Metro Energy

Moozy's

Museum of Science

Not Your Average Joes
Nubar Restaurant
Richard Piligian

Red Sox Organization
Reel House Restaurant
Superior Diamond Setting
Josh Tevekelian

Tocara

TreeTop Adventures
Waltham Pizza

Weston Ski Track
Zerdelian Family

Live Auction

John and Karen Aharonian
Harry and Mayda Gigian
Garo Lachinian

David Nahabedian

New England Patriots
Rich Piligian

S&A Smoke Shop

Sea Crest Beach Hotel
Seta’s Cafe
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SCENES FROM ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH 61st ANNUAL BAZAAR
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Mippwie, 3munmp 5, 2018
Qupnt FWUINGNUBNLU .ovi e Bplinytwy dudp 5:30-hu
Bnlinybwl Fwdlngnusiil ..o Gnliinyiwy durdp 6:00-ht
U. Qnuyht i Ywuht] Unpqupth Shpptu Qoplingnid.......eeeee, Gpliynytwy dundp 6:30-hu
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Bltintiginju Udtuonptwyh, Gwpwpoptugh Gt Jhpufuontivyh wywlinnatipp U. Swnnpnniyshia ughinh
unwiwt Guwpuwe, Hajntidpbp 30, 2017hy, woanombwt durdp 9:30, G wuqu Gwjuwdw)” Gtintiging
ulippuwupuwhh Ute, vwjuwd inunyeiiundp Jhpuljuopiivy Jwpdwpwuh:

U. Tuunbimu Souht wrhpeny, wunup npnup tnuophutp 4p hurthwpht,
pnn pupbhwdhu Btntiginyu Spuubiubiulp hirmduygyuliy]” 617-924-7562.
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St. Stephen's Armenian Apostolic Church
Of Greater Boston

SCHEDULE OF HOLY NATIVITY
& THEOPHANY SERVICES

HOLY NATIVITY & THEOPHANY EVE
Friday Evening, January 5, 2018

Mid-Day Service (JASN00)......ccuiiiiiiriiiiieiie ettt ettt et ebe et e b e e stbeebeeenae e 5:30 P.M.
VESPETS SETVICES ...t ntiieiieeiieeite ettt ettt et ettt et e et et e sat e e bt e e st e e bt e eab e e bt e eabeeabeeeabeenseeenneennes 6:00 P.M.
Reading of the Scriptures the Book of Daniel ...........cccccoooiiiiiiiiiiniiiiieeccceceee e 6:30 P.M.
Nativity Vigil DIvINe LITUIZY ..c.cooiiiiiiiiiiiiriiieeceee ettt 7:00 P.M.

FEAST OF THE HOLY NATIVITY & THEOPHANY

OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Saturday, January 6, 2018

INOCEUINES & IMALINS. ...ttt ettt ettt et e et e bt e st e esbee e bt e beesabeesseesnseenseesnseans 9:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy "SOORP BADARAKY" .....ooiieiieireeteteeeee ettt 10:00 A.M.
Confession & HOly COMMUNION ......ooiiiiiiiiiiiiieeiieiie ettt ettt e seeeeneeens 11:30 AM.
BIESSING OFf WALET ....ouviiiiiiiiicieeiie ettt ettt ettt e e abeestaeeaseessaeesbeensnesnsaensneans 12:00 Noon

Godfather of the Cross:

MARK GUZELIAN

REMEMBRANCE OF THE DEPARTED

Sunday, January 7, 2018
INOCEUINES & IMALINS. ...ttt ettt ettt sbe e et e st et e sat e et esbeeebeesaneens 9:30 A.M.
Divine Liturgy "SOORP BADARAK" .....ooiiiieieieteeteeeeeeee sttt 10:00 A.M.
Confession & HOoly COMMUNION ......cceieiuieriieiierieeieeeeeeiteseeeieesieeereeseeeebeeseeeesseesseeenseessneans 11:30 A.M.
REQUICTII SEIVICES. ....eeitieiiteiieeite ettt ettt et e sttt et e st e e bt e st e ebeesabeeaeesnseenseesnteenaeaens 11:50 A.M.

Celebrant and Preacher:

REV. ARCHPRIEST ANTRANIG BALJIAN, Pastor
STUDENTS CONFESSION AND HOLY COMMUNION

Confession and Holy Communion for students of the Armenian Elementary, Saturday and Sunday
Schools will be held on Saturday, December 30, 2017, at 9:30 A.M. A breakfast reception to follow in

the Church Hall, sponsored and hosted by St. Stephen’s Sunday School.

Those wishing to have their homes blessed during the Nativity
Season should kindly contact the Church Office at 617-924-7562
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<nyht GL <nquipwindniphil
Utowan)0 Mnuppbh Up. UntGthwbnu <wjg. Urwp. Gytntgin
246q uhpny Yp hpwihnt

\S)on/{'thl ne 60-1m/tw4l)

YGpwlnpngnih. Ybpwfunidwlbwy. Yepwwwnihy

Gurpurye, 3ntuntup 20, 2018

Gy [ nLubtuy Outhl Shupdhurt
dhubtipgbmy uppurquit suwrpuljurtebin
Lpglhnith pidiGpodignt ehoadp Upor ShipdGarinh

dwdp 5:00-hG CanncbGiniphr G
Quywaabnnd whr pt Awph vwwuwnlyngd

dwdp 6:30-hG Swyunwaghn
dwap 8:00-h0 UGniptntGh hhipwuhpniphtl

LUbppbwupwh GL Gytnkgh
1 Artsakh Street
Watertown, MA

Unitunph Lnikp $60.00

Uhpwyh, 3ntbniwnp 21, 2018 —

UGdwh Unitpp Mwunwpwgq 6L bnp GpgbhnGh OphGnephel
Pwndpwybtnph Sktp Owywb Upptwu. 2onjGwh

Sndubpnt hwdwp, nhdtglk’p E-mailny ssccelebrates60@gmail.com
Ywd htrwdw)btiny Gytnkgin) Qpwutlbwyp 617-924-7562
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The Pastor and Board of Trustees of
St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church of Greater Boston
cordially invite you:

%‘e@m@y 60W

Renew. Rejuvenate. Reconnect.

Saturday, January 20, 2018

Featuring Onnik Dinkjian
performing sacred Armenian hymns
accompanied by Ara Dinkjian on organ

5:00 pm Reception
with food stations

6:30 pm Program

8:00 pm Dessert Reception

. Dhaphon s Fhrmenian Spostolie Chureh

Church Hall and Sanctuary

1 Artsakh Street
Watertown, MA

Donation $60.00

Sunday, January 21, 2018
Special Divine Liturgy and Organ Blessing with
His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan

For tickets, please email ssccelebratesé0@gmail.com
or call the Church Office 617-924-7562
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Unipp  Unbthwonu  Uqq. duwupdwpwup 2017-2018
Nwpnguliwy - Swipbppgwup  uluun Ut 6, 2017hu:
Ununonbiwu  hunwpht, Stp  Uunpuwuhl Uiwq  Lhiy.
Nuncliwup bt Shiht Mnyuwdbwap wppiuwplp viwph dp
duwnelightt wpwljipnubpm b niumghsubipni:

Cunmubijnyehi (Open House)

Uptwt wbnh muligwu Gplip punmi@biinyetimy Gpbnubp,
Utiqunbidptip 22ht U.-6. Qupglipmt  dunnubipm  hwdwip,
Utiqun. 27ht Uwbuuwupntgh  ounnulipm  hwdwp W
Utiqn. 29htu Uwajuduniph 04nnulipnis hudwp, hbmnbibung
Jujunugnny.

-Jundp 7ht nupngh Jwuht  wbnbimpny wnpmbigun
Stoptuhtt Unnut: (Uwuudumph poagmubnelive  opp
nlindniphtt  tipniigun awlt Uwaljuduniph - Stopkuhu
nnuk):

-durdp 7:30ht nuwuwpuwy wyghnehic Tt nbuwlignyshia
nunighs ulinmu hiin:

Tupnguljwy Tpwghpp Snjuwigunn Qnuwplutin

Uypuwt httnbitiun uyghinyshiuulinp Junwpniigua

-<n{jnn.  3hu udnpwpuwn-Uwuuuuwpntgh G U
Nwuwpuwyh dwuiwlgnipliudp

-znljwn. 5hu nunpng hpwihplghtup hpptit uygtine hinhtwy
&ny dwlipp, npp wpwlbkpnibpnit ubkpluywugnig hp
dwtuwlwl ghpptpk hhigp

-znjn.  10htt  wpduwwunlbp dp  ubkpluywugnightp
Uwwhnympbwt JEpupbpbug

-unj. 2ht Gopp phpwuwubbkp tplint ghwnwppwungubp
Juwnwptght

-Chpuphph Owlopwgnid: ‘}. - 6. Yuipghpnt htwn

-Owiop wwwunipbwt dp phdwunpmphic £ - Q.
Jupgtpnt htwn

-uny.  6hu  Spupwypph  Owiqupuwy  Uwauduniph
dwutwljgnipliudp

-Lny. 7ht @ QYwuwpwih wowlbpntbpp wyghkikght
Pihunip Rluunkyopt:

Unpunupuumpuotronght wupuesugpubip

Uptwy hbnmbiiwy  nuupipuwgpulipp wiinh  mubguy
nupnguiuy  dwdbptt  jhunn; Swwnpul), SGhunniphy,
Upniiun, Rwipuipk, Bnljw, Swyfuljuwy Nwp, Fupuudnp,
Nuwupteun| o Qupbpgupw:

Cplipgunwh (Book Club)

Cuplingupuwup winh [mubvwy jwpwpp Jtf wiqud
Jtuopht R. i &. Gwlt % Wt B. Jupqlipm hurdwip: UpUwhy
puplingupwup p Juwnwpnih wuglptun], hul] qupuwh
huypkund:

U. UStou. uNU ULa-U3h U UNFULTL
Stintijurinnt - Uypniu 2017

Suontunthh’ <niph Mnjurdtiaty

Sy Uzwlingeh Op

-\nljin. 26ht Swy Upwlnjeh Opp wounifigun hhwnbibun
Juuwgnny.

-Cuipduyuunljtp  unthpniws huy  wpnibunwgbnibpnt
uupswlu b bpudynuljut gnpstpnu

-Project Save-h hhduwnhp i mbopts Nmip Onddwubiwh
Ynnut ukpyuyugnid: Ut Q. nuuwpwvh wywlbpnutipnit
gnyg wnuwot  hht  wuwnlipulip npnbg  Jkotu  wlntp
wpuwinligwu Jipuljuuqully pipwpuwoshin wuniiph Gl
gqunininn  wwwdniphiup, hhdumbiing wwwlliph
Jumuupwlwy qhdtpmu Jpuy, ophuwl wunliipht Jte
qunininn wudbpnt hwgnuunlipp Jud mwpuqubpp, wingg
wnuwyuynniphiun, ppeurwunnp b wyu:

-zw)  dowlynyph Jwuhtt  Skuwbhiph gnigunpniphii
wwwnpwunniws b bhpjuwjugniws G, Jupgh
wpwlpinubpnt Ynnul Lwjuiwlppuwpwoh wpwllipmubpno
binjp GBpwdonwulwb qgnpdhpubkpny Gpqbipnd
wpnwuwaniphiuulpng:  Ytuopt BGwp wbnh mubigud
onwqhpubipni hpumhpniwo thu pnjnp 6unnubipp:

Uy Qtnbwnubip

-Snlfn. 12h% Junwpniigun wpwljfipnablipn: aupuhwandp
-Unjtdpkp 17ht Urmpunuljut twuwpubp ppuwjudwip dp
juquulitpytg U. Uwbkthwinu Glhbknkginy ukpphw-
upwhhtt dkp, h twwuwn Uwwpunwlwi Fwuwpwih
Zuyuunwt Uyghjmplwi:

-Uny. 21ht  wpwllipnniphiap  dwutwlgligun Snhwpory-
npliwy  Uwounuiwt  dwpht, npmu  pupwugphtt S

nuuwpwup  Enhwpwinplwy  Souht  hbin  Juwniwo
pwuwunbinoniphia Up ubipluywugnig:

Ugquh Upwppubp

-Uju gnidwpp, np  hunwpnikgur Ubww. 13ht s
Zwdwqgkumnh Opp, 150 wnpup, juwnjwugnibgur

Utywubtdptp Udunt
2.0.U.h Uhongny;
-lpny phiny wpwltpnubp b Sunputp dwubwlghguu
Nntwédnid Lnihpknt Sndwph Lwjjupowiht

-UNICEF-h “pwdwhuwiwpht, wowljkpnubpp gnjugnight
209.12 wanjup

Nnpuupphih  Untwbwjubkpnia

Uwyphl th Gu (Mayrig & Me)

18 wdum - 2 wnwplwy, 9 wdunt thnpplipnt huwdwp dbp
Juquulbipyuo bpudynuwjuwnt  wyju  dbnbwplp wbnh
I'mubituy Gpynipwpeh oplipp dundp 9:30 - 10:15:

Tap & Clap Playgroup
9 wdunt - 17 wdunt thnpphfubipnt hwdwp, Gpudnwiuwny
wyu dbnuwnlp, tilinh f mubuwy Nippuge oplipnp, dwdp 9-10
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ST. STEPHEN’S ARMENIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Newsletter — Fall 2017

Houry Boyamian, Principal

St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School started the 2017-2018
Academic Year on September 5, 2017. At the Morning Assembly, Rev.
Fr. Antranig Baljian and Mrs. Boyamian expressed their best wishes to
the students and teachers for a productive school year.

Our staff for 2017-2018 school year is as follows:

Mrs. Houry Boyamian (M.Ed.) Principal

Mrs. Maral Orchanian (M.Ed.) Preschool Director

Mrs. Arlet Ashjian (AA) Administrative Assistant

Mrs. Nora Hackett (B.S.) Assistant Treasurer

Mrs. Ardemis Meguerdichian Armenian Teacher Gr 1-5

Mrs. Anahid Joubanian Armenian Teacher (K)

Mrs. Alik Arzoumanian (M.S) Armenian T-Assist. (K)

Mr. Charles Seigler (M.Ed.) Grade 5 Teacher

Mrs. Kathryn Cassesse (M.Ed.) Grade 4 Teacher

Mrs. Michele Arthur (M.Ed.) Gr. 4 T-Assist/K-5 Comp. T
Ms. Mireille O’Connor Grade 3 Teacher

Ms. Erica Lauria (M.Ed.) Grade 2 Teacher

Mrs. Elaine Joyce (M.Ed.) Grade 2 Teacher’s Assist

Ms. Emily Gutermann (M.Ed.) Grade 1 Teacher

Ms. Diane Chiappinelli (M.Ed.) Kindergarten Teacher

Mrs. Linda Cherubino (M. A.) Reading Teacher (K-5)

Mr. Richard Samaria (M.S) Physical Education (K-5)

Mrs. Maro Arakelian (BA) Music Teacher (K-5)

Mrs. Tina Panian (B.S.) NII-A Teacher

Mrs. Vilma Cimenian (EEC Lead T)NII-A Teacher’s Asst.
Mrs. Maral Derderian (B.S.) NII-B Teacher

Mrs. Margarita Harutyunyan (EEC Lead T) NII-B Teacher’s Asst.
Mrs. Anna Kupelian (M.A.)NI-A Co-Teacher

Mrs. Svetlana Vehapetian (EEC Lead T)NI-A Co-Teacher
Mrs. Tirouhi Bazarbashian (EEC Lead T)NI-B Teacher
Mrs. Yelena Hakobyan (EEC T//BA Music) NI-B T-
Ass/ N MusicT

(EEC Lead T)PreN A Teacher
(EEC T)PreN A Teacher’s Assist.
(EEC Teacher)PreN B Teacher

Mrs. Vicky Ashjian
Mrs. Nara Ohanessyan
Mrs. Siranush Tenekedzhyan

Open House/Curriculum Night

In September we had three Open Houses: Grade 1-5 Open House on
Sept. 22, the K Open House on Sept. 27 and the Preschool Open House
on Sept. 29.

The schedule during these three events was the following:

- 7:00 PM: School Information given by the principal. At the preschool
Open House the preschool director, Mrs. Maral Orchanian addressed the
parents also.

- 7:30 PM: Classroom Visit / Meeting with the teachers.

Guest Author

-On Oct. 5, we invited as Guest Author well known author Josh Funk
who presented five of his children’s books to our K-5 students in an
interactive and fun way, encouraging and inspiring children to write. The
books that he presented were: “The Case of Stinky Stench”, “Lady
Pancake and Sir French Toast”, “Pirasaurs!”, “It’s Not Jack and the
Beanstalk”, “Dear Dragon”.

Enrichment Programs (Field Trips) (Fall)
- On Oct. 3, K and Grade 1 students visited the Honey Pot Hill Orchard

in Stow, MA for Apple Picking.

-On Oct. 10, K-5 students attended the presentation of Stranger
Awareness movie, as part of our safety training

-On Oct. 26, on Armenian Cultural Day, the program included two Guest
Speakers and a Movie.
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-Ruth Tomasian from Project Save

-Hayk Demoyan, the Director of the Genocide Museum in Armenia.

-A movie on Armenian Art and Music

-On Nov. 2, the New Rep Theatre will conduct two workshops for our
Grades 2-5 students.

“Introduction to Shakespeare Workshop” for Grades 4 and 5 to give
students an initial introduction to William Shakespeare and his work
through wordplay, games, and songs, in order to remove fear and
confusion often associated with studying this great master for the first
time.

“Storytelling Workshop” for Grades 2 and 3 to give students the
opportunity to take a well-known story and make it their own, with a focus
on teamwork, creativity, and play.

- On November 6, the Preschool students visited the Discovery Museum in
Acton, where every exhibit area is a learning opportunity.

- On Nov. 7, Gr. 3 students took a field trip to the Plymouth Plantation.

After School Programs

The After School Programs that we offered at the fall session:

-For K-5: Chess, Mad Science, Art, Piano, Basketball and Book Club
-For the Preschool: Art, After School Sports and Armenian Dance

Lunchables Book Club

Lunchables, the school’s book club, is offered in both English and
Armenian to students in Grades 2-5. It is conducted once a week during
lunch time.

Armenian Cultural Day Celebrations — Oct. 26

The program included the following:

-Movie on Armenian Art and Music (Grades 1-5). Presentation by Project
Save for Gr. 5. Video Presentation by Gr. 5 on Armenian Culture.
Interactive Presentation by Dr. Hayk Demoyan about famous Armenians,
especially about Ivan Aivazovski. Talent Show by Grades 1-5 students.

Other Events

-Family Night- The class of 2018 organized an evening of
dinner, music, and bingo at an all ages fundraiser to benefit the 5th grade
class trip to Armenia, on November 17, 2017 at St. Stephen's Armenian
Apostolic Church Hall.

-On Nov. 20 N-5 students and teachers enjoyed the Traditional
Thanksgiving Luncheon.

Hurricane Relief

The school decided to donate the entire amount collected

on Non-Uniform Day, $150, on Sept. 13, to hurricane relief efforts via the
Armenian Relief Society (ARS).

Outreach-Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Registry
A good number of our students participated in the ABMDR New England

Walkathon on Sept. 24.

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF (N-5)

Once again, our school participated in the annual “Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF” that is supported by the Armenian Relief Society of Eastern
USA. The amount collected was $209.12.

“Mayrig and Me” program for children 18 months — 2yrs. 9 months started
on Oct. 2. This very popular, Music and Movement Program is held on
Monday mornings 9:30 - 10:15.

“Tap and Clap” Playgroup ~ for children 9 months -17 months started on
Sept. 29. This program is held on Friday mornings, 9:00 - 10:00.

To reserve a spot in these two programs please call the Preschool office at
(617) 923 0501. For more information about our school please visit

WWW.SSaes.0rg
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VREJ SHALIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

4/Ed TULBUUL UreueNcUYh dALS

U. Unbtthwunu Uqq. Ywpdwpwip sunphwlunipht Yp juypnuk Uptt Unnnuntbwuht b
Cuntwt punwbhphtt hpkug 10,000 vinjuph  nmthpwwnninipbwt hwdwp: Shiht
UnnnuUnubwh pugpuipny wju gnidwpp ywhnh junjugnih dpkd Cwjbwb Uppw-
pnowlh dnuunhl, h jhowwnwl hp Enpop dpkdhi, np 1969htt @npnupo qugkp b niunudp
owipniwybnt, puyg ndpwppnwpup hiptiwpwpdh wplwsdny dwhwgkp b 26 mupbljuithi:
Uju gnidupp whwh gopswénih wwphtt 500 wnjup junlwugubing YJuphpuwinp
wowltpnh dp Yppwpnowlhu: typngp yhwunh sowpnibwll mupbjut wju junjugnudp
Juwnwpt), wjtpwt wnkl, np dntnp gnjunbiek:

VREJ SHALIAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND

St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School is thankful to Arev Soghomonian and the Shalian family
for a generous donation of $10,000 to the school. Per Mrs. Soghomonian’s request this donation will
be put towards a scholarship, “The Vrej Shalian Scholarship Fund”, in memory of her brother who
came to Toronto to complete his college education, but died in a car accident, in 1969, at the young
age of 26. This fund will be used to give $500 a year to a student or students with financial need. The
school will continue to grant the scholarship yearly as long as the fund remains open.

ST. STEPEHEN’S ARMENIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DONATIONS

In Memory of Gertude DeCicco Larry & Mary Litwak Vrej Shalian Scholarship Fund

Total Donations — $1,300 Joel & Sue Sherman Total Donations — $10.000

Family of Gertrude DeCicco Rick & Valorie Steinhart Arev Soghomonian

John & Krista Aftandilian Petra Stenta

Charles & Francie Crowley General Donations

Mike Feldstein In Honor of James H. Fantazian $2,000
Jason & Stanley Gordon Gabriel’s Day of Kindness Fr. Arakel & Yn Natasha Aljalian  $750
The Grommet Total Donations — $100 John & Sophie Bilezikian $500
Richard & Carol Ishkanian Linda Cherubino

Parnag & Nancy Kasarjian

ST. STEPHEN’S ARMENIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

is holding its traditional
Armenian Christmas Bake Sale
Saturday, January 6, 2018

After church service in the Church Hall
Service will be held from 10:00 a.m. — 12:00 noon
For monetary donation, you may do so by mailing
a check to the school, made out to SSAES PTO at

47 Nichols Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472
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Preschool Registration
Begins on January 22, 2018

Preschool Open House
March 14, 2018

Accredited by the Association of Independent Schools
in New England (AISNE)

Preschool licensed by the Massachusetts

Department of Early Education and Care (EEC)
Experienced and Massachusetts Certified Faculty

Low Student/Teacher Ratios

Extended-Day program

To schedule an appointment
please call the preschool office
at(617) 923-0501 or

E-mail morchanian@ssaes.org

For more information about the school
please visit our website at www.ssaes.org




St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School
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Spring Session Begins on March 5, 2018

Meeting Dates: March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2, 9, 30, May 7, 14, 21

Children will enjoy a special program to help them develop their listening
and Armenian language skills, as well as their creativity and physical coordination,
through an engaging and pleasant musical experience.

Adults will enjoy companionship, support, and the joy of interacting
with their child in a relaxed and interactive atmosphere.

All classes are 45 minutes, held on Monday mornings at 9:30 am.
St. Stephen’s Armenian Preschool, 46 Elton Ave, Watertown

To register please call (617) 923-0501 or email morchanian@ssaes.org.
For more information please visit www.ssaes.org.

Registration Fee $100




Utiquabidptin - Haljinbidplip, 2017 800G

- JRAK

September - December, 2017

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Nayiri Baljian Bell, Principal

The St. Stephen’s Sunday School year is off to a strong start!
Read below to see what’s been going on this fall...

Ready, Set, Grow

The mission of St. Stephen’s Sunday School is:

“To engage the heads, hands, and hearts of our students in faith
-based learning, community service and Armenian Christian
worship.”

To support this mission, St. Stephen’s Sunday School strives
for:

e a nurturing and engaging program designed to educate our
kids in the fundamentals of the Christian faith with a strong
emphasis on the traditions of the Armenian Church.

o with a dedicated and experienced staff, who are committed to
seeing our Armenian faith thrive in the next generation and

e a program that is centered around classroom learning, in-
church worship, and community outreach events

Armed with a revised curriculum and learning plan for the
2017-2018 school year, our staff welcomed returning and new
students for opening day on September 17. After an interactive
opening-day lesson entitled “The Sweet Smell of Victory,” the
students attended church for the blessing of the basil as part of
Khatchverats. We celebrated our first day with a family picnic in
the church yard.

Thank you to our dedicated staff who volunteer their
time and talents who ensure that our program is a success
from week to week!

2017-2018 Sunday School Staff:

Principal Nayiri Baljian Bell
Asst. Principal Sosie Megerdichian
Nursery 1/2 Lucy Ashbahian &

Rose Moorachian

Grade K/1 Susan Kinnear
Grade 2 Salpi Monteiro
Grade 3 Christine Stepanian
Grade 4/5 Angelique Ourfalian
Grade 6/7 Nevart Mikaelian
Grade 8 Nora Jobanian

High School Clara & Doug West
Intern Coordinator Maral Dulgarian

Expanded Internship Program
We held a feedback session with last year’s 12"-grade intern

class and learned something really gratifying: “The internship is
our favorite year of Sunday School! It’s the year when everything
we’ve learned comes together.” We brainstormed with our
graduating class about how to make the intern program even more
successful and the take-away was to extend the program to begin
in Grade 11.

This school year we are piloting an expanded internship
program with great success so far. We currently have 13 active

and engaged 11™ and 12™-grade interns who will each complete
three internship rotations during the year. Interns have the
opportunity to get involved in several areas of the church on
Sunday morning including: classroom assistant, Board of Trustees
helper, communications/technology, altar server, choir member,
Sunday School administrative assistant.

To further enhance the internship program, we have added a
monthly intern meeting under the leadership of Mrs. Maral
Dulgarian. The monthly meeting offers interns a chance to check
in, stay connected, learn and pray. We thank Maral for agreeing to
take on this new initiative!

We are so proud of our interns for their hard work and
dedication. If you see an intern, please give them a word of
encouragement. The 2017-2018 interns are:

Grade 11: Sheerag Berejiklian, Arsen Cunningham, Adi
Guzelian, Alex Markarian, Mousegh Monteiro, Jacqueline Smith

Grade 12: Narine Doursounian, Anoush Krafian, Michaela
Kinnear, Raffi Manjikian, Ani Markarian, Haig Megerdichian,
Ani Ouligian

Getting Engaged in Liturgy
The Sunday School continued the altar server program through

the summer and into the school year. The students are enthusiastic
about serving.

Beginning this school year we have also added a girls’ choir
under the direction of Mrs. Karen Demirjian and acolyte training
led by our deacons. We pray that these programs will bear good
fruit!

A Season of Giving

We are thankful to our Sunday School students and families
who turned the fall season of Thanksgiving into a season of
giving.

Hurricane relief: After a string of devastating hurricanes, St.
Stephen’s Sunday School contributed $500 to International
Orthodox Christian Charities for Hurricane Harvey relief in
Houston and another $500 to Americares for Hurricane Maria
relief in Puerto Rico

Cradles to Crayons: On Saturday, November 18, 32 students,
teachers, and parents met at the Cradles to Crayons factor in
Brighton and worked as a team to sort and pack clothes for over
150 local children in need.

We want to thank everyone in the community who contributed
to this year’s Cradles to Crayons drive. We delivered a mountain
of clothing and other items to help under-resourced children,
including a dozen new backpacks and tons of school supplies
which will be used to support children relocating from Puerto
Rico to Massachusetts

“Blessing Bags”: Our Grade 9 and 10 class made Blessing
Bags including snacks, supplies and a Bible verse to share with
those in need

We are looking forward to an exciting spring semester and we
thank the entire community for their support.
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Up. Uunbthwinu Cuwpwpopbwy Zwj nuwpngh 2017-2018
nupnguljutt nuptoppwih Ykpwuninh optt kp Ukwyubdpkp 9,
2017: Lkpljujhu nupngh wowlbkpinmpbwb phit £ 115: Fugdwul
wpwpnnnipbwb juoup wnhtt Mawdwlw) Uwpdhth wnktuybn
Mpu. Uwinl] Pwpubnbwl, wyu Stp Uunpuuhy Uwwug Lhiyg.
NMuydbwi: Ukpluwy thu Sunnubp hswku twbht Mowdwluyg
Uwnpdhth winwudubp, npntp §'wpdwbiwgpbht wmpwltpntpp:

Stp Zop ophumiphudp ti Skpnibwlwi wnoppny uljuwr wju
wnwpbopowiip:

Unwghti optl pninpp 1dnikgut wppnwwnwiph: busyku ghwntp
nupngp  ntuh dwbudumpkt wwubbkpypnpn puuwpub:
Cwpwpopbw) nwpngh nuupbpwgpp 'pungphk hwy (kqmb,
qrujuiniphiup, huyng wwwuniphiup, huyjuijut tpga o
wupp: §'ogunugnpstiip tnp b wpnh npuuwqpptp bt wpuwnwi-

puyjht mbwnpulutip:
Twypngku ukpu nkusnihhhtt Ynnpht §'wouwnht 15 ntunighsy -
niunmgsnihhkp, 2 oquuwijwlti  niumgsnihhukp, 1 Swwnly

nuuwnpuith ntunighs, 5 thnju-niunigsnihhubp:
Uju mupbopowth Niumgswljwi Juqu:

Shy. Uwjnw Utkjpnutwl Stusnihh

Mpb. Copkt Swbywuqbub du. - FR. Gupghp

Nnpt. Uupghu Qupuljtoqgtutt  d. Gwupg

Shy. Ejhquutpe Unpuwjupbwb @ Ywpg

Shl. Lwpynihh Uyphubwi C. Yupg

Shl. Bpwt Uwudhbwl E. Qupg

Shly. Cwipk Swynpliwi Q. Guipg

On. Luppuk Uwyphdbwh B. Qupg

Shy. Uwphjinu Smininbw Y. Yupg

Shy. Lwdwp Nkpkghpiwt Q. Yupg

Shy. Unpdw Yedhpglwt R. Quipg

Shly. Uth @pgtwt U. Gupg

On. dwbw Fpghute Uwbjuuywpuntq

Shly. Luyhph Uwughljkwt Uwtljudunip
Shy.Uwphuk Lwyjupbub bng

NMpu.Updwt TUtunguljutbwt Mwp

On. Uth 2nuyutkwt Uwjuyupinkgh Oquufju
On.Nkph LEhbuytwt Uwjuduniph Oghwljui

Nnpt. Uwunily Qupdwpgbut

Swunnil Twuwpu

Tuypngh thnju-niunigsnihhtbpt G: Op. Lophly Uwughlybwl,
Shyhutkp’ 9kpw buljtuntpbwt, Lhiuh Skp Undubtubwit, Uwphw

Swlkgbwl b thpw Uwupghubwis:

Tuypngh Muwdwlw) Uwpdhup Yp punubtuy Eybnkging to
20Uh dwutwghintpnt bkpuyugnighsutpt: Gunudubpt . -

Stp Uunpuwithy Urwg Lhiy. Muydbw ‘Lwuwquh

Mpt. Uwbinil) Fupubinbwl Uwnkuuukn

Mpt. Updkl Qupdupdbuit ®nju Unkuwybn
Shl. Mpkunw NMupunidbwi Uwnbkuwnupnithh
Onn. Uhiqutt Bppplwts Qutdwuwhnihh
Shly. Qkthhin Ruhmtbgbwb Iunphppuljut
Shy. Zuyynihh Shhpdtugbwt Funphppujut
Mpl. 8njukth Utphotwt Tunphpyuljub
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Stuoptunthh’ Unywnur Ulijpnuiut

Qnpénibitniphiibp

Ubkuyubdpkp
Ubtwunbtidptp 23ht hwng wwundnptwi wwhp junjugnibgu
Zuywutnwith Zwbpuybnnipbut wijwjnmpbuwt 26-wdbwyhi:

Znljubkdpkp

znlubdpkp 28ht mokghup Zwy Upwlynyeh opp:

“Upwlmjph  Op”-ntmt  hwbphumptwt  Sshpku  ukpu
Uwtuwdumiptt  Putbpnpy puuwpwbbbpnt  wowlbpnubkpp
Sunnubipnt ukpuymptwt Ynlhl juyunwughp dp ukpluyugnight:
Swyinwughpp ' pingpytp wpinuwuwbmphbbbp, pgp e dywlnph
juuntl] wqpbp: dkghpnpptt hubbtpnpn  upgbpkh  dwu  dp
wpwlbkpnitp ubkpjuyugnightt Upwnph qubwqui wqnuljubpp,
husytu huyng wypnipkp, Eykntghttpp, hujjulwt tpudonujuu
qnpshpubpp, hsyku twkt Yndhwnwut nt Uwjwupe Lndwi:

Uownph Opniwb hwunhuniphibibpnt owppht, wwutbpnpy
nuuwpwih wowlkpnubkpp tkpjuyugnightt hppkg yuwnpuunws
Uowlnyph juwinil]  uwhhfubpp: Ulntp fuoutigutt Ukupny
Uwpuingh, Zwy Ipbpnt Thunpl, Gupgduithstubpniy, hiyyku twb
huyjuwb mwpwqutpnit dwuhb:

Puipdp 4hp quuwhwinbip wowlbpnubpnit bt niumghsubpniu
nwpws wouwnwiipp:

Uhwgtw) Uqglpnt Yuquuljkpuyniphiup Znjunbdptip wduniwut
pupwgpht Yp uunwpt hp mupkjut gpudwhwiwpp: Uju wnpht
nupngh wowlkpunikpmt  hunwpws goudwpp $100.00 wnjwp
jmudunikigur ZOUh Upbickjbwt Spowth Cpowtiwghtt Jupsniphwt
qpuubkibwy, npyktugh thnjuwgnih “UNICEF” hie:

Lnjblpkp
Unjidplip 18htt tr 25htt wmbnh niuligwt wpwehtt Lnwdubuy

putinmiphtutpp U - @ Jupgbpnit hwdwp: HEJunbdpip 9ht,

Jhdwlwugngutipp  jwbdunitigwy  Sunpubkpnil, Sunnulwi
hwunhynilh pupwugpht:
hljnbdphp

YEjnbdptp 2- Vjupwhwinid: Sunphwljuniphtt Mpu. Swynp
Ltuhubwihl, np wdkl nwuph uhpuwyodwn Yp uljupk :

YEjnbdptp 9ht Cwpwp wnunown, hhughpnpptu-buubpnpy
wowlpntpp, ntunighsubpni puljEpuygnipbwdp wyghjight Zuy
Otpwing, nip hnjp niukgut bpghpny, wprwuwniphiiubpny,
wuwpny bt puptilh imwqubpny:

Yhyunbdplp 9hly, sSunquljut dnnny dwdp 12:30kh 1:30:

MhYunbidptp 23ht puuuiwinmphiubpp ywhnh qunphtt dudp
11:15ht, wyu bLhtnkgin) upwhht dkp wbknh whwh niukluy
wdwunph  wotwlwwnwpmphtup: Ubknuutbpnt onipe  tuws,
wpwlkpnubpp dwokk kwnp piwiinuyun Uptnnpuinh dky tpgkpny
whwh nphduwinpbt Junubn wwwnijp B uwnwbwb  hpkug
umibpubpp: Opniwt dwph G unmibpubpnr Juquwlbpyswlut
wplutwnwtipp §p mwth Ounnujwt Swhdtwnidpp: Ywitawyuyn
sunphwlwniphiutitp hpkug :

MhEYunbdpkp 30htt Ukp wowlbkpunubpp hwnnpnmiphit whwh
unwbwi: Uy opp nupngp thwl k:

Sniimtwp 5ht Up. Uwnbthwinu bybnkginy dky &puquingh
Unipp 9nng pupbpgnidutpp ywhnh junwpkt piinpniws junudp dp
wpwlkpn-wpwltpnnithhubp: Lutwgnyt dwnpwptbp ponphe
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St. Stephen’s Saturday School staff and students would like to take
this opportunity to extend their best wishes to you for a healthy and
happy life. We hope that this coming year will bring peace and
prosperity to all.

The school started its 2017-2018 Academic year on Saturday,
September 10, 2017 with 115 students enrolled.

Classes range from Nursery to 12" grade.

Saturday School curriculum consists of Armenian language,
history, as well as Armenian songs and dances. The students are
learning their forefathers’ language, history, culture and traditions
through newly published textbooks and workbooks. Every year we
replace the used old books with new ones. The school also provides
notebooks, folders and other school supplies to each student.

Middle and High school students, during feast days, are prepared
to participate in the church ceremonies.

The Teaching Staff
Mrs. Mayda Melkonian Principal
Mr. Rupen Janbazian 11" & 12" grades
Mr. Sarkis Karageozian 10" grade
Mrs. Elizabeth Aghpalarian 9" grade
Mrs. Nartouhi Abrimian 8™ grade
Mrs. Yeran Manjikian 7™ grade
Mrs. Shake Hagopian 6" grade
Ms. Narine Abrimian 5" grade
Mrs. Matilda Davoudian 4™ grade
Mrs. Tamar Berejiklian 3" grade
Mrs Norma Damirjian 2" grade
Mrs. Ani Keledjian 1* grade
Miss Vana Keledjian Kindergarten
Mrs. Nayiri Manjikian Nursery
Mrs. Marine Kavlakian Music

Mr. Arman MnatsaganyanDance
Ms. Ani Chobanian
Ms. Betty Kehiayan

Kindergarten Aid- teacher
Nursery Aid- teacher

Substitute teachers are Ms. Lorig Manjikain, Mrs. Vera Iskenderian,
Mrs. Lucy Dirmousisian, Mrs. Nartouhi Abrimian, Mrs. Maria
Janessian and Mrs. Rita Sarkissian.

The School Board members comprised of representatives from the
Church and ARS chapters are:

Fr. Antranig Baljian President
Mr. Manuel Parseghian Chairperson
Mr. Armen Chakmakjian Vice- Chair
Mrs. Brenda Barsoumian Secretary
Ms. Suzan Tekerian Treasurer
Mrs. Haigouhi Deirmenjian Advisor
Mrs. Zepure Kahvejian Advisor
Mr. Hovsep Melkeshian Advisor

Activities

September

On September 23, the history period was dedicated to The
Armenian Independence Day, since it was the 26™ anniversary.

ST. STEPHEN’S SATURDAY SCHOOL
September - December 2017
Mayda Melkonian, Principal

October

October is the month when we the Armenians celebrate the
Armenian culture and the invention of the alphabet. The students
learned about Mesrob Mashdots, the founder of the alphabet, the
translators and much more.

October 28, at 11:00 A.M., Nursery through 9" grade, assembled in
the music room to celebrate the Armenian Cultural Day. Fr. Antranig
Baljian and some parents were present. The principal Mrs. Mayda
Melkonian welcomed all and asked the students to start the
presentation. They presented poems and songs giving tribute to the
founder of the alphabet and The Golden Age. Some students had
prepared posters highlighting different subjects of Armenian Culture,
which they proudly spoke about.

Also For the cultural Day, at 11:45 AM., 10" grade students
presented their work.They had prepared power point presentation as
well as posters about the Armenian alphabet, St. Mesrob Mashdots,
the Translators, Armenian costumes etc. We deeply appreciate the
teachers and the students for their work and effort.

During October, the month that The United Nations kicks off its
annual fund drive to help the needy children of the world, the students
raised $100.00 dollars. This amount was sent to UNICEF through
ARS Eastern region’s office.

November

November 18 and 25, first term exams were administered for classes
first through ninth. Report cards were given to the parents on Dec. 9,
Parent/Teacher conference day.

December

December 2 is “Class Picture” Day. We thank Mr. Hagop
Kessissian who volunteers to take the class pictures.

On December 9, in the morning, 5™ through 9th grade students and
their teachers visited The Armenian Nursing Home. The students
presented a program comprised of songs, recitations, dance and music,
bringing joy to the elderly.

December 9, we held parent/teacher conference from 12:30 to 1:30.

December 23, classes will adjourn at 11:15 and the students will
gather together in the Church Hall for New Year’s celebration. The
parents’ committee members will serve lunch, Santa will visit the
students amidst joyful songs and recitations after which he will
distribute their gifts. Thanks to the ladies who make this day a
complete success.

December 30 the students will receive Holy Communion. The
school is closed.

On January 5, Armenian Christmas eve, a selected group of
students will contribute to the church services by reading from the
Holy Bible.

I extend my gratitude and thanks to Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, The
School Board, Church Board of Trustees, Armenian Relief Society
Leola Sassouni and Shushi chapters, the Parents” Committee members
and our parents and supporters.

ST. STEPHEN’S SATURDAY SCHOOL DONATIONS
Paul Bedrosian
Gassia Armenian & Family
(In Loving Memory of Mrs. Agnes Ourfalian)

500
300

We extend our heartfelt thanks to all the donors.
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: This year's picnic at Camp Haiastan in Franklin, MA on Sunday, August
b 6, was extraordinarily successful. Throngs of people from near and far
# attended the picnic, including many campers and their families. While picnic
Y staff worked hard in the kitchen to meet the demand of those waiting to be
served delicious Armenian food, many danced to the lively and beautiful
dance music. The annual blessing of Grapes and Madagh service was
performed by our Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan, with the
participation of our Pastor and clergy from neighboring churches: Very Rev.
' Sahag Yemishian of Worcester, Rev. Stephan Baljian of North Andover and
¢ Rev. Fr. Michael Der Khosrofian of Whitinsville. Many thanks to the ARS
Social Services for partnering with us to provide a bus from Watertown to
the Camp in Franklin. This provided easy transportation for more than 30
people. Thank you to Picnic-co-chairs Michael Guzelian and Steve
Megerdichian as well as to all those who worked so hard preparing, cooking
and serving the food as well as setting up and cleanup, especially our young

John & Karen Aharonian
Mrs. Lee Aharonian
John & Margaret Ahigian
Mrs. June Ajemian
(In Memory of Leon B. Ajemian)
Carlos Akmakdjian
Mrs. Starrie Alemian
Harout & Mary Arabian
Norair & Meline Arslanian
Mrs. Isabel Avedikian
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Azizian
Dickran Babigian, Sr.
Rev. & Mrs. Antranig Baljian
Barbara L. Baljian
John & Vera Bejakian
Samuel & Aida Bejakian
Jack & Rita Bejakian
John & Zovig Boyajian
Mrs. Mariam Daoudian
Mrs. Anna Demurjian
(In Memory of Ara Demurjian &
Dr. Varant Hagopian)
Stephen & Angele Dulgarian
George & Dorothy Elanjian
DorothyEsperian
Michael & Susan Guzelian

people.

Diana Hachikian

Jack Hajian

Zabelle Hajian Azablar

Mrs. Ada Hamparian

Dickran & Marilyn Haroian

John & Debra Haroian

John & Jean Harr

Mrs. Margaret Hazerjian

Mrs. Mary Ishkanian

Noubar & Nevart Kaderian

Janet Karamians

John & Alice Karnikyan

Dr. & Mrs. Gregory & Sossi Kazandjian

Steven & Linda Kechejian

Mr. & Mrs. Jack Keumurian
(In Loving Memory of late
Mr. Khactchig K. Afarian)

Mr. & Mrs. Hovnan Keumurian

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keumurian

Kenneth & Rosalie Kizirian

Mr. Vahan Kouyoumjian

Mrs. Nevart Kouyoumyjian

Arsen & Margo Kozelian

Shahe & Zovig Majarian

Dr. & Mrs. Shavarsh & Anahid Majarian

Mrs. Lucille Manuelian
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Edward & Zella Marootian
Mrs. Flora Matossian
(In Memory of Haroutune Matossian)
Harry & Norma Megerdichian
Stephen & Sosie Megerdichian
Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Ossan Merjikian
Mary Mooradian
Walter & Deanne Nahabedian
Carl & Valerie Narsasian
Hagop & Sossy Nercessian
Mrs. Araxy Nigoghossian
Sarah Sahagian
Pauline Sanasarian
Nazaret & Yeghsa Sarkissian
Mr. Albert Savadian, Sr. & Family
Alice Setian
Ralph & Rose Stewart
Rouben & Lida Surenian
James & Carol Tateossian
Ms. Marjorie Terzian
Ashkhen & Shoushig Vanerian
Kegham & Roubina Varjabedian
Ms. Angela Yavanian
Mrs. Rima Sen Yousefian-Zeroonian
Nishan & Marguerette Zoboyan & Family
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IN MEMORIAM: AGNES DEVLETIAN OURFALIAN

The Autobio hy of Agnes Devletian Ourfalian
Compiled byg(r}aap}oyArme%rilan

Dearly beloved,

Today we pay our final respects to a remarkable woman
beloved by all, a loving and nurturing mother and grandmother,
and a meritorious Armenian, Mrs. Agnes Devletian-Ourfalian.
With her passing, a piece of history closes as well. Mrs.
Agnes belonged to the revered generation with whom began the
ic_p1c rebirth of the Western Armenian people across the globe. Far
rom our ancestral lands and experiencing the spiritual deprivation
of a homeland, they boldly created a new Armenian expanse
which would be known as the Diaspora and would become the
anchor of our national subsistence.

Mrs. Agnes was born in the American University of Beirut in
1925 to parents from Talas. Adjacent to Gesaria but with roots in
Nakhichevan, Talas, with its unique cultural and recollection,
always had a special place in Mrs. Agnes's heart. Mrs. Agnes
received her primary education at St. Nshan School in Beirut,
which in those years was one of the first Armenian schools in
the Diaspora. She continued her education at Beirut's esteemed
College Protestant Francais from where she received her High
School degree. Always eager to learn, Mrs. Agnes also took
piano lessons, at first recreationally but later professionall
at the American University of Beirut, earning, "wit
distinction," a dual degree as a musicologist and pianist.

Durin% this time she formed her own family and had a
beautiful daughter, Gassia, with whom she had a Iloving
relationship for the entlretfr of her life. Still at a very young age,
Mrs. Agnes took on sole responsibility for her young child,
becoming an exemplary mother with utmost sense of duty. The
untimely death of her father, Sarkis Devletian, brought new
challenges for Mrs. Agnes. Unprepared for the realities of the
business world, Mrs. Agnes fearlessly took on the responsibility
of running her father's stores in Beirut's central markets.

Following the sale of her father's stores in 1970, Mrs. Agnes
once again turned her focus to education, earning a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Nutrition Education from the Lebanese American

College. She continued her education at the American University h

of Beirut, from where she earned a Master of Arts degree in
Education.

At this time, she had the good fortune of marrying Mr. Hrair
Ourfalian. However, the start of the Lebanese civil war put a
damper on their new lives as Kantari, where they resided,
became a hotbed of the conflict. Forced to flee their home,
they immigrated to the United States and settled in Boston,
determined to start their lives over.

From 1976-1998, Mrs. Agnes served as Director of St
Stephen’s Church Saturday School in Watertown, where for
twenty-three years she educated and instructed young minds day
in and day out while tackling challenges faced by Armenian one-
day schools. She also lent her support to St. Stephen’s day
school, and it is owing to her diplomas that the school was able to
be legally registered in its early years. Countless are the number of
individuals who were im%acte by Mrs. Agnes, individuals in
whom she cultivated the Armenian spirit and who later
became leaders of the Armenian community.

Mrs. Agnes also seriously oversaw the Armenian and
general instruction ~ of Gassia's children, Garin and Patil, and
proudly followed their achievements and successes.

In 1998 Mrs. Agnes sadly lost her husband Hrair and once
again found herself before a new challenge; however, she did
not allow widowhood to discourage her. She gave piano
lessons to music students, worked in one-day schools, and
contributed greatly to the Armenian Prelacy's Armenian National
Education Committee, while also assisting in various projects of
the local Armenian Relief Society and Hamazkayin chapters.

Throughout her long career as a teacher, Mrs. Agnes maintained
a balanced coexistence of modernity and tradition. She
viewed  teaching as  preserving Armenian-ness, with the
conviction that sustaining the Armenian identity in the Diaspora

rests on the two pillars of family and school. Mrs. Agnes served
within both, simultaneously and with utmost devotion.

Mrs. Agnes was also a lifelong generous benefactor, always
sharing her good fortune with others. Her sponsorships are vast
and varied, mostly directed toward church projects. Worthy of
note are Mrs. Agnes's following contributions:

eLighting fixtures for St. Neshan Church in Beirut

ePews for the Chapel of the Armenian National Sanatorium in
Azounieh

eBaptismal Font and Belfry for St. Vartanants Church
in the Norashen neighborhood "of Beirut, the very church where
I was ba]l;)tized.

eMarble Altar for St. Boghos Church in Anjar

eThe entire expense of renovating the Catholicosate of the
Holy See of Cilicia in Antelias, for which she was honored with
a Pontifical Encyclical by His Holiness Catholicos Khoren I.

Mrs. Agnes's life embodies the Diaspora's dogged and
steadfast will to persevere and conquer all challenges. The
messa(%e of her life is triumph, but also love and compassion. It
is hard work, obstinate will, and undefeated optimism.

EULOGY OF H.E. ABP. MOUSHEGH MARDIROSSIAN
Dear loved ones,

It's hard to pinpoint

! Agnes  Ourfalian's greatest
achievement for she was

as a multifaceted woman who wore
many hats. She was certainly ahead of her time, a pioneer if
you will. She was simultanecously a wife, a mother, an
educator, a musician, a businesswoman, and a student. At a
time when not much focus was given to a woman's education
and career, Agnes Ourfalian earned not one but multiple
degrees, and ran her father's business singlehandedly while
raising her own family. Fearless, go-getter, astute, hard-working;
these are just some of the words that come to mind when
remembering Agnes Ourfalian.

Today as we pay tribute to her life, we recall also the valuable
lessons to be learned from her life. Agnes Ourfalian was faced
with various challenges throughout her life, as we all are. But she
never allowed those difficulties to deflate her spirit. Whatever came
er way she would tackle head-on, with faith, courage, and
confidence, and she would rise above each time. Her inspiring
life reminds us that really is no-limit to what we can do if we just
put our minds to it and act.

Agnes Ourfalian's life was also characterized by two
passions, a passion for education and philanthropy. She was
cager to learn, eager to teach, and eager to give, and indeed
devoted much of her life to expanding her own knowledge,
shaping young minds and hearts, and giving freely and gladly of
her good fortune, guided by the Scripture passage that "it is better
to give than to receive." Thanks to her dedicated service and
generous support, countless individuals were forged with our
national identity, and many churches of the Holy See of
Cilicia received valuable assistance.

Thus, though she is no longer with us physically, Agnes
Ourfalian will remain very much alive in the hearts and minds of
her loved ones, but also in that of her former students and the
institutions that benefitted from her generosity.

Our deepest condolences to you Gassia, and to Garin and Patil.
May God grant you strength during this difficult time and may
?{ou find comfort in that your mother and grandmother not only
ived to a ripe age, but lived a truly full and fruitful life, had a
ositive impact on the lives of many, and leaves behind a rich
egacy that will continue to inspire you and others. Vartsket gadar
Gassia. May you find peace in the will of our Lord, Who gave
you the priceless gift of a wonderful mother, whom He has now
called home.

May God grant rest unto her soul and may her memory
remain ever-blessed. Amen.

You just heard the remarkable life story of an
exceptional ~woman, Agnes Devletian Ourfalian, who havin
lived a long and abundant life "comes to the grave at a fu

age, as a sheaf of grain ripens in its season."
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St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School

Tap &Clap

A Music & Movement Program
For children 9 months to 17 months

Spring Session Begins on Friday, March 2, 2018

Friday mornings from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Group Meeting Dates: March 2, 9, 16, 23, April 6, 13, 27, May 4, 11, 18
St. Stephen’s Armenian Preschool, 46 Elton Avenue, Watertown

Tap & Clap classes provide toddlers the opportunity to engage in music and movement activities
that encourage social, emotional, physical and musical growth and development. Children,
accompanied by their parent, sing, clap, dance and play in an engaging musical environment.

Registration Fee

To register Please Call the Preschool Office:
Phone: 617-923-0501 or E-mail: morchanian@ssaes.org S5
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SACRAMENTS

N BAPTISMS

ISABELLE HOPE MANIJIKIAN, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Mourad & Kristen Manjikian, was baptized on August 26, 2017.
Her Godparents were Shahan & Salpi Stepanian.

CHRISTIAN LEVON BARSOUMIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs.
Albert & Sarin Barsoumian, was baptized on September 10,
2017. His Godparents were Juan Sebastian Vergara & Siroun
Majarian.

LINCOLN SERGE MARKARIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Stepan
& Talin Koutoujian, was baptized on September 1, 2017. His
Godparents were Razmig Panossian & Christine Koutoujian.

ANI NALBANDIAN BROWN, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Derren
Brown & Alina Nalbandian, was baptized on October 15, 2017.
Her Godparents were Gevorg & Seta Abrahamian.

We extend our congratulations to the newly baptized, their
parents and godparents.
Pastor & Board of Trustees

39

WEDDINGS

ALEXANDRIA SALEMIS, daughter of Mr. Charles Salemis &
Mrs. Tracy Totasky was wed to DAVID YABOUIJIAN, son of Mr.
& Mrs. Yeremia & Sossi Yaboujian, on August 26, 2017. Best
Man was Raffi Yaboujian.

ANI MELANIE ALTOONIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. James &
Priscilla Altoonian was wed to CHRISTOPHER ROY SNELL, son
of Mr. & Mrs. Alden & Linda Snell, on September 23, 2017. Best
Man and Maid of Honor were Steven Karl & Adrena Altoonian.

HASMIG BEUREKIJIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Onnig &
Haiguhi Beurekjian was wed to NEBOJSA PAVLOVIC, son of
Mr. & Mrs. Zlatko & Nevenka Pavlovic, on October 21, 2017.
Best Man and Matron of Honor were Aleksander Nikolic &
Natasha Nikolic.

On this happy occasion, we wholeheartedly congratulate the newly
married couples, wishing
them a happy and healthy life together.

Pastor & Board of Trustees
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Total $ 2,665.00

IN MEMORY OF ALBERT ARSENIAN

Leona Arsenian & Family

Janice Haroutunian-Avery
Naomi Khederian-Bahtiarian

The Barsomian Family

Vahan & Beverly Berberian
David & Joyce Khederian-Chiulli
Dr. Aram Chobanian

John & Jeanne Darcey

Charles Deradourian

Jack & Thelma Der Avedisian

Roger & Patricia Dilbarian
Vartges & Dolores Engustian
Robert Haroutunian

Gail Haroutunian

Dianne & Dixon Howard
Robert & Victoria Jacobson
Robert Khederian

Russell & Jill Khederian
Catherine Pinto Flemming Lund
Richard T. Nelson, Jr.

Albert Der Parseghian
Harold & Gladys Partamian
Joanne M. Pereira

Susanne Arsenian Pereira
Jack & Christine Mardoian
Eleanor G. Murray

Evelyn Sarafian

Leon & Marion Semonian
Anita Vartanian

IN MEMORY OF DIANE GERTRUDE (DEMIRJIAN) DECICCO

Total § 1,060.00

Martina N. Alibrandi
Gladys M. Ayvazian

Carol Bowman

Leslie Boyd

George & Lucille Demirjian

Jack & Thelma Der Avedisian
Adrienne Der Marderosian
The Doyle Family

Lois & Warren Farrell
Marion A. George

Kenneth & Rosalie Kizirian

Irene Lahart

Joseph & Beverly Leylegian
Jack & Christine Mardoian

Stephen V. Miller

IN MEMORY OF ELAINE SIMONE (GEORGES) SICKLES

Total $ 300.00

Sarkis Gennetian
Mary Ann Georges
Tanya Haserjian

Marlin Keshishian

Madeleine & Christine Minassian

Hagop & Lesley Minassian

Hasmig Momjian

Total $ 1,615.00

IN MEMORY OF MAGTAN “MARTHA “ KEUMURIAN

Charles & Sirvart Keumurian & Family

Mary Kay Keumurian
Anna Azadian
Tamar Boghosian

Arpine Fereshetian
Zabelle Hajian Azablar
Noubar & Nevart Kaderian
Aracse Kurkjian & Family

Seta Nercessian

George & Alice Setian
Hilda Topjian & Family
Elizabeth Topjian

Total $ 1,150.00

IN MEMORY OF HRAYR NAZARIAN

Anna Nazarian & Family
Armen & Violette Aftandilian
Kajaz & Ida Babroudi

Mr. & Mrs. Varoujan Karamians
Janet Karamians
Edik & Hilda Khachaturian
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Kegham & Roubina Varjabedian
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IN MEMORY OF KRIKOR BOYAJIAN
Total $ 1,430.00

Kevork & Mania Boyajian & Children
Estepan & Annie Anteryassian

ARS - Social Services Center

Armine Barsoumian

Bedros & Takohie Bechirian

Berj & Annie Chekijian

Leo & Mary Derderian
Richard & Houry Haroutunian

Olga Hovagimian

Garbis & Angela Hovagimian & Family
Raffi & Nina Hovagimian & Family
Anto & Lucy Sarkissian & Family

Hovaness Hovanesian

Edward & Mary Ann Kazanjian
Krikor & Annie Keikian

My Cleaners, Inc.

Armine A. Sarges

Tirfanda Sarkissian

ADDITION MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Memory of DN. SETRAG PANIAN
Grand Total $1,095
Hovsep & Rene Melkeshian

In Memory of STANLEY SKINNER
Total $100
Sosie Terlemezian Robinson

In Memory of ANJEL YAPOUIJIAN
Grand Total $590
Krikor, Kevork & Lisa Apanian

In Memory of AGNES DEVLETIAN OURFALIAN
Total $300
Gassia Armenian & Children

In Memory of ANNA KOUYOUMIIAN
Total $250
Maggi Wiley Beardsley & Rick Beardsley
& Children, Peter, Jenna & Rachel

In Memory of BERJOUHIE BETTY NERSESSIAN
Total $1,000

Sonya Nersessian & Family

Seta Nersessian & Family

GENERAL DONATIONS

DONATIONS TO CHURCH:

St. Stephen’s Ladies Guild

The Benevity Community Impact Fund
(Matching Gift Program)

Missak & Lili Barsoumian

Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kasparian

Leo & Mary Sarkissian

Edward Naroian Reservoir Builders LLC

Dr. John & Mrs. Hasmig Chaglassian

8,000
199.92

100

50
100
100
200

(On the happy occasion of Vasken & Shoghig
Basmajian’s 50th Wedding Anniversary)

Hovaness Merjanian
Nazareth & Mayda Aroyan

100
200

(The Aroyan Brothers donated the Madagh and
related expenses for blessing at the Church’s
annual picnic for their mother’s good health).

Mr. & Mrs. Ohan Balanian

25

(On the happy occasion of heir granddaughter
Ani Reyes’s 40 Day Blessing & Dedication to the church)

Marbin & Lorig Reyes

25

(On the happy occasion of their daughter’,
Ani Reyes’s 40 Day Blessing & Dedication to the church)

Reid Craig & Taline Badrikian

100

(On the happy occasion of their son, Reid Craig IV’s
40 Day Blessing & Dedication to the church)

Nazaret & Anahid Nalbandian

100

(On the happy occasion of their granddaughter

Ani Nalbandian Brown'’s Christening

Mrs. Ruth E. Hagopian
(On the happy occasion of her great-grandson,
Owen Daniel Fishbein’s birth)

Sarah Sahagian

100

100

(On the happy occasion of her nephew's Michael Sahagian

receiving his white coat from The University of Penn,
Veterinary School)

DONATIONS TO JRAK
Zabelle Hajian Azablar
Marie Bazarian
Louisa Kheremian
Verjin Tchaprazian
Alice Setian
Sarkis Stepanian

MONETARY DONATION TOWARD GRAPES
Sarkis & Zarmineh Karakozian
Edward & Zella Marootian

ENDOWMENT:
John & Alice Karnikyan

MONTHLY TITHE:
James & Nayiri Bell

FAITH -IN-ACTION
Allan Tutunjian

SPONSORSHIP
Richard Aslanian
(Donated back part of his Bazaar Raftle winnings)

25
30
25
25
500
30

20
50

5,000

250

300

500

WE EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO ALL OUR DONORS
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The "Buy a Shingle” campaign to retire the N . Wto continue this campaign to retire the
mortgage on the "Green House" has ended @ . B mortgage on the church's newest acquisi-
with the payment in full of the outstanding siED f tion at 56-58 Elton Ave., popularly known
balance. The Board of Trustees has decided s as "The Pink House."

Yes, I want to help St. Stephen’s Church retire the debt on the Pink House.
Tax deductible contributions to this ongoing campaign may be made to St. Stephen’s:

* $1,000 to buy 2 pallets  * $500 to buy a pallet  * $250 to buy a half pallet
* $100 to buy a pair of shingles  * $50 to buy a shingle *§ hammer & nails (other)

Please send checks to St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church
Attn: “Buy a Shingle”

"I JUST LOVE THE JRAK"

Enclosed is my donation to help keep this important link to the
St. Stephen's community operating.

DONATION AMOUNT: $
Kindly send your donations to the church office, 38 Elton Ave., Watertown, MA

PEW DEDICATION

wl 1 o

During the past ten years from our ongoing project of pew dedications has been met with a strong response and we
are grateful for all those gifts. As another milestone in our Church’s life is approaching, the 60" Anniversary of our
Church’ s founding, consider dedicating a portion of a pew as part of your year-end charitable gift. A brass dedication
plaque will be placed at each location on a pew; the gift for each plaque has been set at $500.

Please contact Raffi Manjikian 617-932-1854 or email him at rmmpesc@verizon.net. Raffi will guide you through
the process to fulfill your dedication.

St. Stephen'’s Armenian
Aposolc Chutch WEEKLY E-BULLETIN
Watertown, MA
: o L o
Unngp Ut A SFep}}en s ‘Trustees haye 1nst1tute@ an E-Bulletin in order to optimize
Py ey communication with our parishioners, which will be sent out to our e-mail list on a
oy anween weekly basis every Friday. The Bulletin contains liturgical information, such as
readings and requiems as well as a schedule of church events.
oo allwmmigd 1T you have not received a copy of this new publication, and wish to do so, please go
s shotved it PIET™ () our website at www. soorpstepanos.org to add your email address to our list.

11:45 AM: Requiem Service Check us out on YouTube!

GOD’S HOUSE. YOUR HOME TR

If you are not currently a dues-paying member of our church, we invite you to consider
becoming one. Annual dues are $150.00 (less than 42 cents a day) payable weekly, monthly R,
or in a lump sum. God depends on you to keep His church strong and viable in order to < g
continue its ministry of service in meeting the spiritual, sacramental and educational needs
of all of our parishioners.
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arua - JRAK

September - December, 2017

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Other Hours by Appointment

CHURCH SCHEDULE

9:30 A.M. Morning Service
10:00 AM. Divine Liturgy
11:00 A M. Sermon

11:30 A M. Holy Communion
11:50 AM. Requiem Service
Noon Dismissal
ADDRESS CHANGES

In order to keep our records up to date and your receipt of
JRAK on time and accurate, kindly inform us of corrections,
changes of address, etc. Please send all corrections, along with
the old address and incorrect names, to: St. Stephen's Armenian
Apostolic Church, 38 Elton Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472.

NAEGRUUSPUS

nqbhwughunp hwdwp hwdbgtp hbnwduwyulip Ghntiging
gqnuuliviul] dhuste <hugoupph .0. dwdp 3:00, npuwhkugqh
Jupbuwup winiolpp hpownwpulb] Ghpolbonbuy
pinphiht Ute: Unihpuwnnmniypmubtinp Jumbih § Juuwnhy
htinbtiw dtbpny, Guppeny, cwudwliny, wadudp Ghtnbging
qpuubitiilp Juwd  wy Yhpwhh opp'  UYlntiginy Uk,
Snquipupdnyelint qpuububulp:

REQUIEM

For Requiem Service, please call the church office at (617) 924-
7562 by 3 P.M. by the Thursday prior to the Sunday that the
requiem is to be held, so we can include the names in the
Sunday Bulletin. Donations may be made in several ways: by
credit card, mailing to the office, paying at the church office or
on Sunday in church.

LADIES GUILD

Women of all ages who desire to serve their church are invited
to join the Ladies Guild. Meetings are held on the second
Monday of each month, beginning with a social period from
6:30 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. Meetings run from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
Last Sunday of each month at 11:30, during School year.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHURCH CHAT
Every 2™ Sunday at noon, during school year.

HALL RENTALS
If you are interested in renting the Church Hall for a private
function, please contact the church office.

SACRAMENTS
For Sacraments please call the church office

NEW WEEKLY E-BULLETIN

In order to optimize communication with our parishioners, St.
Stephen’s Church has instituted an E-Bulletin which will be sent
out to our e-mail list on a weekly basis every Friday. The
bulletin contains liturgical information, such as readings and
requiems, as well as a schedule of church events. If you wish to
receive a copy of this new publication, please go to our website
at www.soorpstepanos.org to add your email address to our list.

OBSERVED HOLIDAYS

The office will be closed on the following holidays: New Year's
Day, January 6 (Armenian Christmas), Vartanantz Day, April
24, Armenian Independence Day (May 28), Memorial Day,
Fourth of July, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day,
day after Thanksgiving, Christmas Day.

HOME VISITS

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees understand that sometimes
it is difficult for all of our parishioners to participate in Sunday
services. If you are in failing health, or are unable to get to
church because of a disability, please call the Church office to
arrange for a home visit. Please call the church office at (617)
924-7562.

HOME BLESSINGS (SCHEDULED)

Traditionally, home blessings are done yearly — after Armenian
Christmas and before Paregentan (Lent). But, if you would like
to schedule a home blessing after Easter Sunday, please call the
church office at (617) 924-7562.

HOSPITAL VISITS

Bpel, hhiwun, Up muhp dtp viw ke Jud hhiwunwungp tr 4p
thwthwphp hnghtht wyghinyehiup, hwdhgkp hiinwdwul
ttntginy qpurububioly:

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees encourage all parishioners
to inform us of any relative, immediate family member, or
church member who is in the hospital and wishes to be visited
by Der Hayr. These visits can help to lift the spirit of the patient
and offer support and guidance. Please call the church office for
more information at (617) 924-7562.

WU RUS-LUYUL GUSU
Iuipwgpuljut Juquip 4p gwouwy hp juwiwgnjup Gunwnly,
uwluy@ Unowgmd Jud ujuw] wpdwawgpmphiaulin Ypuws
wwwwhh), wyn wwpwqujht hwdbgkp Ghbnliging
qpuubiubwlp nlnlud] wuwhl] nputugh uppugnpbiup juenpn
&nwgh phiht uky:

EDITORIAL BOARD

Although we try our best in preparing this newsletter, errors
occasionally do slip by. Please accept our apologies and inform
the church office so the information can be printed correctly in
the next issue of The Jrak.
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nlinh whwnh mubiuuy

SPUAGULEOD, OGSCLORUL 8, 2018 Bplinytiwut dwdp 6ht

OU L0 .- Cwpureontiivgy Jwnpdwpwith wywipnnphiup §p duutwljgh motmjurnwpnieiuma
hwljhpd juynwqpny Up np whnh Juunuwpnih Fudlipgnietiut wiwpunhb:

EVENING SERVICE & PROGRAM FOR THE FEASTS OF THE
VARTANIAN & GHEVONTIAN SAINTS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8§, 2018 AT 6:00 P.M.

NOTICE: The Saturday School is participating in the celebration with a brief
program at the end of the service. We invite all our parishioners to attend




