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Happy New Year and Blessed Christmas
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CHRIST IS BORN AND REVEALED
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Pninp dbip upptijh ouwlwutbpmu i pupiodutipnt hodwp
Junoptup wnr Uuunmwo np | Ublp Shpny 3huniu Lphutinuh
Tuuntmyu b Uunmuwowyumyinunipiccu uju qintighl] inmuwljh
nupwgpht nnip pninpn utnwuwp bp weowmn G poph
ophunihiuulinp: Lphunnu TUun I Suynuligun: Qtiq i Utiq
Uto Unlimmhu:

nyht Gt Snquipmpéniphiu
For all our parishioners and friends,| we pray that God will bless
you all during this most wonderful and holy season of the Nativity
and Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ. May He grant you His

abundant blessings of joy and peace. Christ is born and revealed.
Unto you and unto us great tidings!

Pastor and Board of Trustees

Bappy Pew Bear
and
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Cuwpwp, Ukyunbdptp 8, 2018-ht, Zhruhuwghtt Udkphljuygh
Upbtkjbwt @tdh Uqquyhtt Bphuthnpwbwlwi dnnndp
pugwnhl] thuwn dp gmudwpkg Lht Gopph Unipp Lntuunnphy
Uwyp Bytnkginy dke: dnnnydh dhwl opmljupgu kp ptwply
unp Unweunpy Up, np yhwh juenpykp Bhidh whgung puwlb
nwphibpnt Unwglinpny  Pwpdpupinph S, Oowljul
Upplyhuljnynu onjiwtht: Uqquyhtt Gphuthnjuwbiwljw
dnnnyhtt  §p dwubwlgkht 62 hngbinpmub b
wouwuphwljut  Epbuthnpuwutbp: Uksh Swut Yhihlhn
Juwpnnhinu L.U.0.S.S. Upwd U.dthwihwn
Zujpuybnht  Yogdk  ubpuyugniws wnwelnpruljut
puwnpkihutpnt  Epwunit gwulktu, Uqqujht
Bphuthnjuwiwljwt dnnndp 39 dwyuny ptnptg Fhpwpunph

S. Ultnupunwb Buyhulnynu Ywuhbjbwip, npyltu Btdh
Unwgunpr, jwnwohluwy snpu  wmwphbbpnit hwdwp:
JUhuthun <ugpp” hp Ubkwubdptp 11, 2018 pniwlhp
Zujpuybnnulut  btwdwlnd Junbkpugnig junwpniws
nuunpniphiip:

Lokup ph  Zoljwbdpkp 10ht, Ubtnipwiwb Uppuquibp
wyghjws tp U.U.9.-h dby Zwjwunwih dynwlub
ubkpyuyugnighs Uhtp Uwpqupbwbht, np Jbpetpu hp
Jupghtt Unwglnpyupwlip wygbjmé tp'  plnphuinplym
Uppuquip hp phunpmpbwt wnhpny: Uju hwunhwynidhl,
Ep  twbr  junphppuwlwi  Uhpuykp
Uwpnitjpwtibwp, wpdwpdnibgut Zujwuwnwh nt Uthhinph

npnit  bhpluy

htwn juwniwus hupghn:

Uoklip pL, Znlyubdpkp 13-ht Ulnupunwl  Uppuquip
pugdw wnoppp dwtnnyg Uptikjbwt U. U.L.-h Zuy Twnh
Bwudtwjunidph 12pn mwpkljut juyuyht, np mbnh nitukgun
‘Ut Bapph "Ypwbn Zujwup” yuiunnlih dke:

Utsh Swut UWhihlhhny upennhlnuv. U. O. S. S. Upwd U.
Jthuthwe Zujpuybnhtt Lnybdpbp 22 pnulhp Ynunulng,
Unppuwnhp  Unwetunpy  Uppuwquu  Swypp  wpdwbwgun
"Unppbwhuljnwnu" wmhwnnnuh:

Yhpwlh, 2YEjunbdpbp  2-pt, UVunpuiwb  Uppuquith
punpniphiuip  byniligun  juwni]  wotwpudpnipbwdp:
Ulnupuiwt Uppuquip  wwwwpuglg nt pupnglig Unipp
Lntuwinphy Uwyp Blknkginy dke: Ujtnihbwnb, dwolkpnypen
wnbnh niubgu Flushing Meadows, New York-h Terrace on the
Park <Swunhuwupuwhh dte:

Unwounpy  Uppuwquo  <op  wupwmouwuwy  wunpuwahl
wjglijnphitp  twjuwnbiumwd £ HGubdptip 23, 2018-hi,
Bljintiginju wuniwy motht wrheny: Lwjuwnbuntwo k wbt U.
Unbithwunu  ‘Uwjuwduyh  gwjuwmouwfh  wpuwpnnniphia
Unppuwquiy Sop Muwnwpuwgh wiwpnh b waqur Shipwuhpntght®”
ubtippuwupwhh dky:

GtuLUUSMNROPRL GENUGULANN SEN GUNRGURUU UNL. UNrReBNU. U UPELGU LE

Urwquih wimbny @npgnd  Ywbhhbwb, (kghpnpy
quiulp Bunpuhy tt Upwpuh Twihbbwbtbpnit, stws
8niuniwpn 29, 1951-ht: Luputwljwt ntunudp vnwbwgk twnp
Mnipd Zudninh Uqquyhtt Lwunwutthg Twiwhg Jupdw-
npwiht dky, 1963-hu punniuniws t Uksh Swub YUhihlhng
Yupnnhlnuniptiwt Ubuphihwuh nupbduupp: Uunniwsw-
oniish i Eikntguljwt hwyptpnt qnpstpnt puptpgnudubpp
Juquuinpus  &u  hp  widpnne  wolnuphwhwybwgpp'
Swnwjnipbwl, pbébuynidh b uhpny ot gqnhnpnipbwb
&ouwphwn pdpnunidht hwinky: Uunp Yhwbpp (kgnih tnus

E Mypug YPwuh, Yhpwlboptuyh bt dwhuwiwuy 2.U.L.U.-
wljutih jhownwlukpny:

1968-ht dkntwnpniwué b uwpfuiwg, hulj Unjkdpkp 26,
1972-htt @npgnd  uwpluiwg  Yniuwlpot pwhwliuy
dntunpniws kL dknwdp BLhpwh phdh wnwetinpn Qkpy. S.
Upunul] wppbuu. Uwbniyjbwh, JEpulnsniting Qunipw-
RUITE

Snitmiwup 1973-hty, Ubtnipwiwb wpbnuy Fwuhbkwb hp
winpuihl] wwunwpugp dwnnigws bt Uwjpuuiph U.
Qphgnp Lntuwinphs Uwygp Swdwph junpuwitthn Jpuy:
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1974-ht quppuybnnipbwub snpu wunmhfwibpp vnugws k
Abnwdp funptt U. Ywpnnhynuh, hul] 1988-ht’ Jupnuugbn-
niphwl nwup wunhfwhibpp, dknwdp Qbpo. S. Ukupny wpp.
Up&kwlih: 2006-ht dknbwnpmuws E byhulnynu, dknudp’
Upwd U. Yupnnhlnuh:

1972-1984-htt = Ulnipwiwmb  dpr.  Fwbhbiwb  wwppbp
wuwowolukp qupws k: Uuphihwuh dky, tnué E quuuuqutulhp,
dmnbiunwpuwbuybn, 4dbknwqpuunut yuwnwupwbwnn,
Typbduuph huljhy i niumighy: Niunmigswljub wywpwnoukp
Jupws b twbr Zudwqquphtt hwyjughnwlwt hhdtwpyht G
Uwpuhltwt nt Yupdhpbwb Jupdupwuikpnit Uke: dtpoht-
ubpnit Uk wb puuunwinus £ hwy hwwwwnph b hwy dowlyngeh
dwuht:

Uhwdwdwiwl, Zujjuqbwt hwdwjuwpwuhtt dky pupdpu-
gnju Yppniphiup owpnibwjus k, htnbiking hngbputimptwi:
Ujunthtnbi, Utpdwinp  Upbkikjph  Uunniwbwpuiwlut
hdwpwitt (U.UUL/NES.T.) unugws E wunniwswpwb-
nipbull dwghunpnuuljutt wunhdwip (M.Div.), wiwpiw-
dwnh thip tkpiuyugiubing «Uwpynuh Urthnwpwih ptbwlut
piwghpp’  huywlwl  hiwgnjn  tplip  dknwghpubpne
punnunnidny»:

Ubnipunwt Ypn. ROUULCEU pwptuhpwlwb juquulbpy-
niptutt dbky ubkplujugnigus t Yupnnhynuwpuip, huy
Zuyuwunwibwyg Blibnkgny Zwdwjuwpwibwlwi Niuwbng-
ubpnt Uhnipbwi (2.6.2.0.U.) unphppyuunnt tpws E: dwbwfui
wjjuqutlt yupnuluwiniptwig Ynnpht, wb dwvbwulgus b
twhkt  Ubkpdwinp Uptikph  Bytnkghubpnt  unphnipgh
(U.U.G.v./M.E.C.C.), hsygku twbir BYtinkghubipnt Zudwohawp-
hwjht vnphnipph (6.2.1v./W.C.C.), mbnuljut tr dhpwqquyht
dnnnyubpm tkpuyughtyng tphunwuwpuljui ywnnthpul-
niphtup: 1978-h wdpwl, wb ukpluy tnws b Zwpuiwght
Zipuunwih Mwbluwnph dte jujugus Zutwwnp b jupg
pudwdniiph (W.C.C. Faith and Order Commission) dnnnyhi,
hiswtu twbt 1980-ht’ Jwhpnupp, Fwbunnugh Uk «W.C.C»-h
Jtgtipnpn hwdwdnnnyht:

Uhwgbw) Lwhwiqubkp

1984 8nijhuht, Utnipwiwl Ypn. §p dudwbk ‘Uht Bopp hppbc
niuwtinng br 1985-hty, Lht &ppqhph @phtiupptt Uunniwswpwi-
nipbwl dkdwpwitt §p wnwbuy wunnwdswpwinipbut
dwghunpnuujutt wunhdwip (Th.M), npytu wiwpunwdwn
ubpyuyugubing «U. Ognunphtnuh jununnduwimphibttp G U.
Qphgnp Lwipkwghh Lwpkl dwnbwbh gqniquhbte ubppht
Swdpnpnymphtuutppy:  Uww  4Yp  jwdwjuk Uht  Bopph
Lnnudyhw hwdwuwpuip, 1992-htt §p vnnwbwy @hihunthuy-
mptwl dwghunpnuwlui wunh§uip & 2003-ht’ ¢jyhun-
thuyniplwl nnljuinph whwnnnup (Ph.D.):

UdtphYuyh by, niudwl  Ynnphl, byws E pupnghy
Shywuntdhny U. Aphgnp Lnruuwnphs EYtntging (1984-1987),
Uht &ppghh Uppng dwppubwtg tYtnkginy (1987-1988) ti
NMbjuuwynh U. Uwpghu bYbntginy (1988-1991): 1991-2005-hu
Nbjuwynh U. Uwpghu thtnkginy hnglinp hngdhip tqus k: Ul

hwunwunws t  Unipp  Qhpph  ubpuiinpmipbwb wuwhbp,
Juquultpywus Ephnnuuwppuljut ubdhtwpubp nL
nuuwjiouwwl swpphp kL hhdtws «Cwpulwiy Epgyuunudp
niL «Gpug» yupwjunidpp:

S. Utupnwy wpp. Upgbwuh hbkw hpduws E U. Qphgop
Swphtimgh  «Swpby  bphnwuwppug  juwpwbtp, npm
nbusnipbwtt yuowmoun Jupws t 1987-2011 pniwljutiubpnii:
Zhug nquuwpwbtbpn] wju juwpwiht ke §p guuunwbnnih
huy (kqnt b quudniphtt bt wunniwbwpwtiniphil, pupnju-
ghnnwljut bt Ephnnuwuwpyniphiup jnignn wyddbwljut hwpghnp:
S. Opuiljult wipp. 2oinjkwth hkn hwuwnmwnws k «Prelacy Linked-
iN» tphrnwuwpnuljut Spughpp:

Upot Gr pwpnughuiniphth puuuiwinus bt Uqquyghlb
Unwounpnyupwith «Uhwdwbpo» juwpwbtu bt ‘Uht &ppqhh
Snjuwtitwl Jupduputu ukpu:

1994-2005 pniwljubibpnit  Unwolunppupwih Ypotwlhwi
dnnniyh wmnbkuwybnniphtup Jupus k:

Uwutwlh wnwotnpnuljwb  thnjpwbnpynipbwtt wwownol
Jupwsd £ 1995-2005 pniwljutittpnii:

2005-2018-hti  Unwglnppuwlwh (hhput thnjuwbnpn.  wyy
hwuqudwipny puljtpugus Lt Unweunpy Uppuqui  Zop
Ypotwjutt  Yuwd pwnupwlui wbdtwinpnipbwtg htwn
hwlinhynidubpnil, hyyhtu twbe wyghjwé E mwupptp hwdwjup-
utip, donth sdwlopwiwny wuntg Ywuphpubpnit: Ut Enws E
Zujuunwibuyg Blybnkginy wpwehtt  hngbinpuwlwip, np
wywbwlniws £ Upt Bnpp twhwigh nunhluiniptwit hngbinp
lunphpruwnnt (chaplain):

2005-ht, L.U.O.S.S. Upwd U. Jupnnhlynupt Yondk tpwtwy-
nws L Zhiuhuwhtt Udbkphluyh dhobljinkguljut jupwpkp-
niphwig quphs-pupunigup:

Utwyubkdpkp 2018-htu phuh wnweolnpy puwnpniws L Uqquyht
Bphuthnpuwbwljwt dnnnyght Ynnut:

Qpuliwt Enpskpp

¢ 8niguil] dknwigpug.

¢ Utipuku Cunphwih. @nine punhwipuljut

e Uwpghu Cunphwyh:

e Puputn Uwpltinpgh. 8npnnpuljubp:

¢ 8nyhwt Gpquljugh, vpwwn pnjnp pphunnibwbpnib:

e Zngkinp Uwpquphwunikp 1, 8ndhwtbu Qunukgh:

e Zngtinp Uwpquphwkp 2, Ghipbd uniph Uunph:

e Utluniphtt  hdwunmpbwt  Unpnunuh  plbwgph
Jtpdwtinudp 21 dinwghpubpnt punpundwdp:

e Ukluniphtt hdwuwnniptwt  Unnndnuhl  pluwgph
wphuwphwpwp yepdswunudp:

e Tuoup h lunpng upwp, dotintws Uksh Swut Yhihlhn
Epowtjuyhowwnmyy  Qupkh U, & Iunpkth U
Jupnnhynultpne:

e Upjumnwlgws b Zwul] huyjughnwlu wwwptghppht
nt Zwul wduwgppl, Zuyugqbwi  hwjwughunwlui
hwtntuhl, N.E.S.T. wunniwdSniwswpwulju

wuppkpugphb:
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HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP ANOUSHAVAN TANIELIAN

ELECTED PRELATE OF EASTERN UNITED STATES

[

His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian was elected to serve as
the new prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church of America on Saturday, September 8, at a special session
of the Prelacy’s National Representative Assembly that convened
at St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in New York City with 62 duly
elected delegates in attendance. The only agenda item was the
election of a new prelate to succeed Archbishop Oshagan
Choloyan who retired after 20 years of distinguished service as
Prelate.

Bishop Anoushavan was elected on the first ballot from a slate of
three candidates submitted by His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of
the Holy See of the Great House of Cilicia. Bishop Anoushavan
received 39 votes; Bishop Shahe Panossian received 20 votes;
Very Rev. Fr. Sahag Yemishian received two votes; one blank
ballot was submitted.

Archbishop Oshagan addressed the delegates after the vote. He
congratulated Bishop Anoushavan and officially introduced him.
The newly elected prelate humbly addressed the delegates
expressing his thanks and asking for everyone's prayers.

The results of the election were immediately communicated to
His Holiness Aram I, and a letter dated September 11, 2018 was
received from His Holiness ratifying the election.

Bishop Anoushavan immediately began his tenure by

energetically embracing a very busy schedule. On Sunday,
September 16, he performed his first Holy Badarak as Prelate at
Sts. Vartanants Armenian Apostolic Church in Ridgfield, New
Jersey. The same evening he traveled to Antelias, Lebanon, where
he met with His Holiness Catholicos Aram I and received his
blessings. His Grace returned to New York for a weekend filled
with activities. On Saturday, September 22, a Hrashapar Service
of Thanksgiving was offered at St. [lluminator’s Cathedral in New
York City. On Sunday, September 23, His Grace celebrated the
Divine Liturgy and delivered the sermon at St. Sarkis Church in
Douglaston, New York. On Monday, September 24, Bishop
Anoushavan attended the special presentation and reception at the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York, where the Exhibit
“Armenia!” opened to the public on the following Saturday. On
Tuesday, September 25, His Grace attended the United Nations
General Assembly during the address by the Prime Minister of
Armenia, Nikol Pashinyan.

On Wednesday, September 26, Bishop Anoushavan presided
over a special meeting of the clergy at St. Sarkis Church in
Douglaston, New York dduring the day and in the evening
attended a reception in honor of the President of the Republic of
Lebanon, His Excellency General Michel Aoun at the Lebanese
Consulate in New York City.

Bishop Anoushavan was elevated to the rank of Archbishop by
His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Holy See of Cilicia with an
Encyclical dated November 22, 2018.

Throughout the months of October and November, the Prelate
has been making official visitations to Prelacy parishes. He is
scheduled to visit St. Stephen's on December 23, 2018 on the
occasion of the Feast of the church's Patron, St. Stephen the
Protomartyr.

HEARTFELT CONGRATULATIONS AND THANKS

We would like to offer our most sincere and heartfelt
congratulations to His Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan
Tanielian on his election as Prelate of the Eastern United States
and his elevation to Archbishop. We look forward, with great
anticipation, to working with our New Prelate and welcoming him
for his first official visit to our parish on Sunday, December 23 to
celebrate our church's Name Day, and again on April 14, 2019 for
our traditional Palm Sunday visit by the Prelate.

We would also like to extend our deepest thanks to our former
Prelate, His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan for his 20-
year tenure as our spiritual leader. We truly appreciate his wise
guidance and frequent visits to our community and wish him
continued good health in order to complete the labors that are close
to his heart, namely the completion of two special projects: the
translation of the Old Testament into modern Western Armenian
and the transcription of our church Sharagans into western musical
notation.

Pastor and Board of Trustees
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BIOGRAPHY OF HIS EMINENCE ARCHBISHOP ANOUSHAVAN TANIELIAN
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Archbishop Anoushavan (baptismal name, Torkom) Tanielian
was born in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1951. He graduated from the
Armenian Theological Seminary in Antelias, Lebanon, in 1971,
and was ordained in 1972. He continued his higher education and
received degrees from the Near East School of Theology (MDiv

1983), Princeton Theological Seminary (ThM 1985), and
Columbia University (MPhil 1992, and later PhD in 2003). He
was consecrated a bishop on June 4, 2006, by His Holiness Aram I,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia. Over the last four
decades Archbishop Anoushavan has served the Armenian Church
in various capacities, including in Lebanon (1972-1984) as
librarian and instructor at the Theological Seminary of the Holy
See of Cilicia, the “Hamazkayin” Armenological Institute,
Mardigian and Garmirian schools; spiritual counselor to the
Armenian Church University Students Association (ACUSA), and
as a social worker representing the Catholicosate at the Armenian
Charity Organizations Union during the civil war.

In the United States (1984 to present) he has served as preacher
at St. Gregory the Illuminator Church in Philadelphia and at Sts.
Vartanantz Church in New Jersey; as pastor of St. Sarkis Church in
New York, also served as Vicar General of the Eastern Prelacy and

Ecumenical Officer in the United States for the Catholicosate. He
was the founding director of the St. Gregory of Datev Summer
Institute (1987-2011) and continues to serve as an instructor. He
has lectured at the Prelacy’s Siamanto Institute and the Hovnanian
School in New Jersey.

As a youth representative, he participated in Middle East Council
of Churches (MECC) conferences, World Council of Churches
(WCC) Faith and Order Commission conference in Bangalore, India
(1978), the World Council of Church’s 6th General Assembly in
Vancouver, Canada (1983), as well as the 10th General Assembly in
Bosan, South Korea (2013).

Archbishop Anoushavan is the author of several translations of
Armenian Church Fathers’ oeuvres from classical Armenian into
modern Armenian and the editor of the translation into Armenian of
Kahlil Gibran’s The Prophet. His monumental work is the Catalogue
of the Manuscripts of the Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia (1984).
In December 2007 his doctoral dissertation was published,
introducing the life and work of the 12th century Armenian
theologian and author, Archbishop Nerses Lambronatzi’s
Commentary on the Wisdom of Solomon.
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RECENT PHOTOS OF HIS EMINENCE

Top left: His Eminence Archbishop Oshagan introduces the Newly-elected Prelate, His Grace, Bishop Anoushavan. Top right, with the clergy. Middle
left, Surpazan with the St. Stephen's delegation. Middle right: Bishop Anoushavan and newly-elected Diocesan Primate Very Rev. Fr. Daniel Findikyan at
New York's Metropolitan Museum of Art for the opening of the Armenian exhibit. Bottom left: Anoushavan Surpazan with (left to right) former Diocesan
Primate Archbishop Khajag Barsamian H.H. Karekin II, Catholicos of All Armenians and the newly-elected Diocesan Primate Very Rev. Fr. Daniel
Findikyan at the United Nations. Bottom right: With Armenia's Prime Minister Nigole Pashinian, also at the U.N.
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COMMUNITY HIGHLIGHTS

During the past spring, summer and fall, many of our church parishioners and community members visited Armenia, including the
Fifth Grade class of St. Stephen's Armenian Elementary School, members of the Greater Boston Homenetmen Chapter; our own Der
Hayr and Yeretsgin Baljian, Sona and Charlie Aslanian with Deanne and Walter Nahabedian, Ed and Nairi Gazarian and Heather
Krafian with her mother Araxie Apigian, just to name a few that we were aware of. Also some of our parishioners spent some or part of
their summer living and/or working there like Nairi Krafian and Lia Aftandilian. Below, we offer a few pictures from some of them
and welcome everyone back, hoping that they all enjoyed the experience.
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PASTOR'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

REV. FR. ANTRANIG BALJIAN

TR

| PROMISE

OF

Last year on April 21*, a professionally prepared major motion picture, “The Promise,” had its long-awaited public debut and
we, as part of the Armenian Community, felt a number of different, sometimes conflicting emotions about it. Of course we were
filled with pride and overjoyed that finally, after more than a hundred years, the story of the Armenian Genocide was being
brought to the big screen and, as a result, to the attention of the world at large.

When we watched the movie, we were awed by the cinematography; the sound effects and the skill of the director and actors in
making the film come to life. Of course, not everyone liked or appreciated the fact that the focal point of the film revolved around
three people involved in a love triangle, and that the main character of the film, while betrothed to one woman, falls in love with
another; that’s so...unArmenian!

Yet unfortunately, if you understand how Hollywood and the film industry work, then you know that there has to be a “hook” to
get the viewer’s attention; a plot that is at the center of the film around which the actual real or fictionalized main theme is
presented. Either way, whether people agreed with that method or not, I am sure everyone was deeply moved, by the realistic
portrayal of scenes and events which, up until now we had only seen in timeworn photos or read about in dog-eared books. The
film really brought those events to life.

One of the questions I asked myself before the film was released — and now that I think of it, really piqued my curiosity and
heightened my desire to view the film —was the name: the Promise. Why had they chosen this particular name? After seeing the
film, one might obviously conclude that it reflects the main character, Mikael’s determination to marry the young girl Maral to
whom he was promised, even though he loved another. But the film is fraught with many, many other examples of not reneging on
one’s promises and remaining faithfully committed to one’s word. Take for instance, the story of Mikael’s young Turkish friend,
who never abandoned him, even though they were on opposite sides of what was taking place. It was his loyalty to the promise of
their friendship that finally got Emre executed. Or take the young missionary, Pastor Merril. Remaining loyal to the promise of his
vows and the faith which molded him, he was able, even at great risk to his own life, to save, the lives of a great many Armenian
adults and children. Even the fact that Mikael raised his father’s cousin’s daughter Yeva shows a deep commitment and loyalty to
family. While there are many other examples of this throughout the film, even the film itself, somehow fulfills a promise that
Hollywood had made to the Armenians decades ago, when Franz Werfel’s famous novel, The Forty Days Of Musa Dagh was
going to be made into a major motion picture. At the time, however, the United States Government, bowing to pressure from its
ally Turkey, barred the film from being made. Sound familiar?

Inherent in the concept of “promise” is the idea of faithfulness and loyalty. There is no doubt that as a people, Armenians are
taught to be loyal and to keep the promises they make to others. They are also taught to appreciate those same qualities in others,
and therefore, by extension, to be grateful for what others have done for them.

The very first promise that came to Armenia was the promise of the Good News that was brought there by two of Christ’s
Apostles, Saints Thaddeus and Bartholomew, who set up a clandestine, yet powerful church which grew over the subsequent three
centuries providing fertile ground for the Christian faith to eventually take root, prevail and became the official religion of the
nation through the efforts of St. Gregory. Amazingly, once the Armenian nation became Christian, centuries of persecution, war,
even genocide and other tragic circumstances could not force them to deny or abandon their faith in their Savior, whom they had
promised to serve individually and as a nation.
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PASTOR'S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE (Cont.)

In the mid fifth century, the response of the Armenians to the Persian king who was trying to force them to renounce their
Christian faith and deny their promise, as recorded by the 5™ Century Armenian historian Yeghishe was: “From this faith, no one
can shake us, neither angels nor men, neither sword nor fire, nor water, nor any or all other horrid tortures,” echoing St. Paul’s
iconic words: “Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword?” (Romans 8:35)

Come to think of it, that same love of Christ was the very first promise that was given to us. Not just to Armenians, but to all
people everywhere. It is the promise of Salvation and eternal life, which is embodied in this special season, when we are
celebrating the birth of the Savior.

WHO MADE THOSE PROMISES AND HOW WERE THEY TRANSMITTED? They were made by God and revealed to us
through the Holy Scripture and, as I said, embodied in the actions and life of Christ. The promises are an inherent part of Jesus’
nativity, both in the narrative itself and the prophecies which foretell it.

WHAT ARE THOSE PROMISES?

e That God Is With Us Always: In Matthew’s Gospel we read: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel, which means ‘God is with us.”” (Matt. 1:23)

e That Jesus Is God’s Son: Saint Paul wrote to the Galatians ‘But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born
of a woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as
children.” (Gal. 4:4-5) and “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit.” (Matt. 1:20)

e That He Is Our Savior and Redeemer: The angel said of Mary and her impending childbirth: She will bear a son, and you are
to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1:21) The name Jesus, in Hebrew means “God saves’.
The Archangel told the shepherds: “Do not be afraid; [Angels often began their message with those words, so I guess it was
kind of intimidating to come face to face with an angel] for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah [Christ], the Lord.

e That He Rules the Whole World: Isaiah wrote this prophecy 800 years before Jesus’ birth: “For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) Isaiah also wrote: “...our Lord Jesus Christ...is the blessed and only sovereign, the King
of kings and Lord of lords...to him be honor and eternal dominion. Amen. (Isaiah 6: 14-16) And in the Book of Revelations
we read a prophesy, which is yet to come to pass: St. John writes: “And there were loud voices in heaven, saying, ‘The
kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and
ever!”” (Rev: 11:15)

WHY DID GOD MAKE THESE PROMISES?

As we later find out in the film, part of the promise is “that we will survive;” survive as individuals and as a people. And that
promise that Mikael, Maral, Ana, Marta, Yeva and the rest comforted each other with, came to pass. The promise of survival was
fulfilled and indeed, we have survived those days of death and hardship.

BUT GOD WANTS MORE FOR US THAN MERE SURVIVAL!

e He Wants Us to Have Abundant Life: Jesus told His followers: “I came that they might have abundant life.” (John 10:10)

e He Wants Us to Be Happy: Jesus says: “Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive
and your joy will be complete.” (John 16:24)

e He Wants Us To Live Forever: Jesus also tells us: “This is indeed the will of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe
in him may have eternal life; and I will raise them up on the last day.” (John 6:40)

God gave us these promises that we might have the opportunity to receive eternal life through faith. May this season of
Christmas and the celebration of the birth of your Savior inspire you to put your faith and trust into God’s ineffable Promise of
salvation and everlasting joy in His Kingdom.

Christ is born and revealed. Unto you and unto us great tidings.
HAVE A BLESSED AND VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS!
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CHURCH RENOVATION PROJECT

Last December our parishioners received letters for donations
to our church's renewal and renovation project, including interior
painting, organ & audio system upgrade, pew reupholstering, front
stairway and concrete repair and lighting. We are happy to announce
that the projects have been completed. The outside main church
stairway has been completely repointed and the walkway leading
to the side door repaired. In addition, the new organ and sound
system has been installed and is already in use. The organ was
officially dedicated at a spiritual concert taking place in the church
sanctuary on January 20, 2018 by the renowned Armenian singer
Onnig Dinkjian accompanied on the organ by his son, Ara. His
Eminence, Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the Eastern
United States, was in attendance and performed the blessing of the
organ the following day, Sunday, January 21, during Badarak.
2017 marked not only the "Year of Renewal" as proclaimed by our

Catholicos, His Holiness Aram I of the Holy See of Cilicia, but
also, the Sixtieth Anniversary of St. Stephen's Church. We
understand that His Holiness' proclamation was aimed at spiritual
renewal within our parishes, yet what better opportunity to
undertake the necessary maintenance and repair work that must be
regularly performed in order that a renewed physical space of
worship can inspire an inner renewal of our faith and spirit in our
future generations? It was not just a matter of beautifying the
church but of making the necessary infrastructure fixes that will
insure the church's longevity. To all of the donors listed below, we
offer out heartfelt thanks. You made a difference!

Remember, renewal is ongoing, and donations for our Capital
Fund are always appreciated to continue the work we have begun.

Pastor and Board of Trustees

ORGAN & AUDIO SYSTEM

$2,500 - $5,000

Robert & Sandra Aghababian
IMO Vahe & Zarie Aghababian & Hrant
& Pegrouhi Russian

Mary Alemian & Family
“Let there always be music”

Anonymous

Baljian & Bell Families
In Honor of Yeretsgin Arpineh Cheryl
Baljian

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Gregorian & Family
Honoring our father Maestro Rouben
Gregorian

From Her Family
IMO Dzovig Hajian

Edward & Mary Ann Kazanjian
IMO Kazanjian, Arakelian, Pashoian &
Boyajian Families

Alice Setian
IMO Dzovig Hajian

Allan G. Tutunjian
IMO Sahag & Vera Tutunjian

$1.000 - $2,500
Mrs. Anahid Changelian
Mary Kay Keumurian
David & Joyce Khederian-Chiulli
IMO Myron & Rose Khederian
Nishan, Anahid & Sonia Najarian
Dr. & Mrs. A. Donald & Betty Shushan
Melkon & Arpi Yessaillian

$500 - $1,000
Richard K. Babayan & Sonya Nersessian
Mrs. Marian Felegian
Mrs. Ada Hamparian
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keumurian
Mrs. Lucille Manuelian
Dr. George Vosgerichian
IMO GaroVosgerichian

$100 - $500
Dr. & Mrs. Ross Ajemian & Family
Irina Amirbekyan
Harout & Mary Arabian
Charles & Sona Aslanian
Hagop & Stella Bekarian
The Costner & Family
IMO Marie & Harry Khachadoorian
Mrs. Satenik Der Manuelian
IMO Vahe Der Manuelian
Dn. & Mrs. John & Mary Doursounian
George & Dorothy Elanjian
IMO Parents: Harriet Marsubian, John
& Mary Jiderian, Baby Sloan Elanjian
Dorothy Esperian
IMO Leo & Mary Esperian
Knar & Tamara Felegian
Debra Garabedian
IMO Mary Garabedian
Gary Aram Garabedian
IMO Mary Garabedian
Yeretzgin Zevart Hagopian
IMO Archpriest Torkom Hagopian

Amber Marie Keumurian
Rosemary Khachadourian
Robert & Becky Megerdichian
Stephen Najarian

IMO Michael Najarian, Sr.
Missak & Angie Ourfalian
Pauline Sanasarian

IMO Richard Sanasarian
Kurt & Lucine Seifel & Family

Up to $100
Mrs. Lee Aharonian

Zabelle Hajian Azablar
Mrs. Hripsime Badrikian
Barbara L. Baljian
Armene Chorbajian
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Gennetian
Mrs. Ruth E. Hagopian
Nijdeh & Nairi Havan
IMO Mom, Anahid Kazazian
Noubar & Nevart Kaderian
Dr. & Mrs. Gregory & Sossi Kazanjian
IMO Dickran & Mariam Kazanjian
Steven & Linda Kechejian
Mrs. Takouhie Kefeyan
Mrs. Nevart Kouyoumjian
IMO Parents: Movses & Osanne Avakian
Misc
Carl & Valerie Narsasian
Hermin Yapa

LIGHTING

$100 - $500
Mrs. Arpine Donabedian
Charles & Zabel Hoosian

George & Dorothy Elanjian
IMO Parents: Harriet Marsubian, John
& Mary Jiderian, Baby Sloan Elanjian
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Barkev & Dorothy Siroonian
Ms. Susan Tikiryan
IMO Deceased Tikiryan Family Members
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PEW REUPHOLSTERING

$2.500 - $5,000
Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Boyamian

$1.000 - $2.500
Vartkes & Audrey Guzelian

Dickran & Marilyn Haroian

$500 - $1.000

John & Karen Aharonian

$100 - $500

Mrs. Leona Arsenian & Family
IMO Albert Arsenian

Mr. & Mrs. Levon Balian

Bedros & Arevik Der Vartanian
George & Dorothy Elanjian
IMO Parents: Harriet Marsubian, John
& Mary Jiderian, Baby Sloan Elanjian
Robert & Marlene Gebeyan
IMO Nahabed & Yeghsa Manoukian &
Therese Gebeyan
Mr. & Mrs. Sarkis Gennetian
Mrs. Mary Ishkanian
Noubar & Nevart Kaderian
IMO Samuel Kaynakian
Mrs. Takouhie Kefeyan
Mr. & Mrs. Mardiros Petrossian
Marguerite Sarkisian

Pamela Talanian McGrath
IMO Alice Talanian
Mrs. Araxy Toomajanian

Up to $100
Mrs. Mary Azizian

IMO Grandson, Royce Whitaker
Dickran Babigian, Sr.
Mrs. Hasmig Chloodian
Mrs. Arpine Fereshetian

IMO Vasken Fereshetian
William & CeriseJalelian-Keim
Henry Kazarian

IMO Nazlie & Hampartzoom Kazarian
Mr. & Mrs. Nazareth Ohannessian

Mrs. Tamar Boghosian IMO Leo Sarkisian o ‘
Marjorie Terzian
PAINTING
$50,000 $500 - $1.000 Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Dostoomian
Estate of Anne Marderosian John & Alice Karnikyan IMO Mr. & Mrs. Khacher Dostoomian

$2.500 - $5.000
Marie Kasparian

IMO father John Kasparian
Hagop & Sossy Nercessian

$1,000 - $2,500
George Setian

Doug & Clara Mahdasian West
Ani Yessaillian

$100 - $500
Carlos Akmakdjian

IMO Khoren & Khatoun Akmakjian
Mrs. Isabel Avedikian

George & Dorothy Elanjian
IMO Parents: Harriet Marsubian, John
& Mary Jiderian, Baby Sloan Elanjian
Lucy Hoosian
Sarkis & Seta Ourfalian
Sira Cormier
Garbis & Sonia Zerdelian

FRONT STAIRWAY AND CONCRETE REPAIR

$2.500 - $5.000

Ohan & Sonia Iradian
IMO Parents, Martha & Peniamin Iradian
& Vartouhi & Roupen Zerdelian

$1,000 - $2,500

Aram Bedrosian Funeral Home

$100 - $500

Kenneth & Diane (Kalousdian) Biagiotti
IMO Sahag & Margaret Kalousdian

George & Dorothy Elanjian
IMO Parents: Harriet Marsubian, John
& Mary Jiderian, Baby Sloan Elanjian

Jack & Shaghig Palanjian & Family
Dr. & Mrs. Robert & Rosine Patterson
IMO Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian

Up to $100
Diane Merian

CHOIR NEWS

The St. Stephen's Church Choir would like
to thank all the parishioners who gave so
generously to support the choir on Choir
Sunday, September 23, 2018. Our heartfelt
thanks to:

Hripsime Badrikian

Barbara Baljian

Levon & Talin Barsoumian

Maureen & Varant Basmajian

Sira Cormier

Ruth Hagopian

Edward & Mary Ann Kazanjian
Steve & Linda Kechejian
Charles & Sirvart Keumurian
Ara & Heather Krafian & Family
Rosemary Khachadoorian

Varu John & Armine Mahdasian
Robert & Becky Megerdichian
Larry & Vanessa Ovian

Sarah Sahagian

Alice Setian

Anonymous donors
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(February 1, 1929 - October 23, 2018)

Jack was born February 1, 1929 in
Pawtucket Rhode Island, The eldest
child of Kohar and Avedis Der
Avedisian who were from the region of
Van, the heart of Armenia’s historic
homeland. Jack had three younger
siblings, a brother, the late Hrach
(Ralph) and two sisters, Heranoush
(Helen) and Sonia.

At a young age, Jack moved with
his family to Lynn, Massachusetts
where his parents opened a family store
and then a short time later to Malden,
where Jack grew up, finished High
School and began working as a
paperboy. But Jack’s natural penchant
for business, his industriousness and
entrepreneurial spirit, impelled him to
turn his paper route into a lucrative business venture. During his years in
High School, he made a little extra money by organizing dances and other
functions. After high school, he worked for Deran Confectionary for a
time before finding a job at New England Confectionary Company (better
known as Necco, creator of the famous candy wafers) headquarters in
Cambridge, MA. Despite his small stature, it was his job to hand-grind the
tons of sugar used in the company’s confections. He later went to work at
Henry’s Market before landing a job at the Armenian-owned Star Market
in Cambridge. This is where Jack’s work ethic and business acumen
allowed him, in the span of thirty-five years, to climb his way to the top of
the grocery chain’s corporate ladder, starting off as a simple clerk and
working his way up to becoming Executive Vice-President of Retail Store
Operations.

In the meantime, through his heritage as the scion of a very proud
Vanetsi family, Jack was introduced to Thelma Melkonian, a pretty young
lady who had moved to Watertown with her family from her birthplace in
Webster, NH. Jack and Thelma were married sixty-five years ago in May
of 1950. A country girl at heart, Thelma proved to be just as industrious as
her husband with a deep sense of business acumen, which allowed her not
only to be her husband’s loving life partner, but also his astute business
partner.

Jack and Thelma were blessed with two children, Suren and Christine;
five grandchildren, Kirk, Alec, Melineh, Adam and Adrineh; and two
Great grandchildren, Kaleb and Lukas.

After retiring from Star, Jack opened his own grocery store chain with
Thelma, starting with their first store, Jackson’s Star in Gilford, New
Hampshire and then in Meredith, NH. Subsequently, expanding into
Massachusetts he opened the Omni chain of food stores in Chestnut Hill,
Watertown (my favorite) Peabody and Weston. During his years of
running Omni Foods, Jack was highlighted in a special feature broadcast
by CNN’s Neil Cavuto as a businessman of the highest ethics and business
standards for keeping at full pay and benefits all of the employees of the
Chestnut Hill Omni Foods store when that store was damaged and forced
to close for many months after a fire destroyed the shopping center where
the Omni Foods store in Chestnut Hills was located. In that interview,
Jack explained to Neil his reason for doing what he did. In his own words:

“..the first thing is that we had the belief that we could reopen
thatstore within a period of time that made sense to us. And I guess the

most important thing was to take care of the people that worked with us.
They made that store; they made it all the years that we were there prior to
the fire. And we anticipated the idea of being around for many more years.
And I guess our attitude is, in taking care of our people, they’ll do a better
job for us in satisfying our customers.”

This was Jack’s attitude, not only in his business life, but also in his
personal life. He believed in taking care of people in order to bring out the
best in them. Many of us have seen this first hand in his generosity and
commitment to the Armenian community. He was so proud of his
Armenian ancestry and heritage and became a beloved and well-respected
member of the Greater Boston Armenian Community.

As a young man he was a member of the Armenian Youth Federation for
a time, but couldn’t continue because of the need for him to work to help
support his family. He did remember going down to the newly acquired
Camp Haiastan with his fellow AYFers to clear brush and debris and clean
up and beautify the premises. Later, Jack and Thelma became members of
St. Stephen’s Church and were active in the Couples’ Club. Before its
dissolution, Jack had also been active in the Men’s Club of the Church as
well as the Vasbouragan Compatriotic Union. He was a founding member
of the Friends of Armenian Culture Society (FACS) which to this day
continues, along with other musical events, to organize the annual
Armenian night at the Pops, which he absolutely loved. Jack was also a
member of the Council of Armenian Executives and a circle of Armenian
investor friends and acquaintances who dubbed themselves the Lafayette
Group.

His greatest passion, however, for which he worked untiringly, became
the establishment of the Armenian Cultural and Educational Center
(ACEC) in Watertown that opened its doors in 1980 and continues to serve
the Armenian community to this day. He served on the steering committee
that planned the center and later on its executive board. In a way it became
his greatest legacy within the Armenian community, since today, the center
offers space for meetings, a gymnasium for sports and community
activities, and houses the St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School. For
his activities within the Armenian community and for his generosity;
among his many awards and honors, Jack was most privileged to be
honored with the Prince of Cilicia Medal, the highest award given by the
Armenian Catholicosate of Cilicia.

My personal memories of Jack were of a well-groomed, well-mannered
gentle man, who was always ready to help out however he could. His
philanthropy and generous spirit were just two of the great qualities that
defined him as a caring and loving individual. Thelma, I know that today is
especially difficult for you, because you lost the friend and partner with
whom you shared your life for almost 70 years. No one can replace him,
but I pray that your faith in God, the love of your family, the support of the
community and the special memories of this wonderful man will sustain
you going forward. As for us, in his passing, we will be consoled by the
legacy of his great faith and generosity of spirit which defined him
throughout his life. As he grew more frail over the past year, I know you
were concerned and saddened for him. But I can assure you that despite the
difficult times during these past few months, Jack is at rest and at home in
the house of his Heavenly Father; a place that is described in our prayers as
one from which pain and lamentation have fled; a place where there is only
light and joy...

Asdvadz Hokin Lousavoreh.

Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian
October 29, 2018
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IN MEMORIAM- GABRIEL GEORGE SETIAN, Church Benefactor
(August 7, 1930 - November 6, 2018)

Gabriel George Setian was born
on August 7, 1930 in Providence,
Rhode Island, the only son and
youngest child of Krikor and
Zartar Setian, who had escaped
from their native Palou during the
unrest in Armenia. Krikor had
arrived in 1910, whereas Zartar
arrived in 1923, after the
Genocide. Gabriel is survived by
his sister, Alice and predeceased
by the late Betty Kachagian, who
passed away at a very young age.

Let me pause here a moment
and point out that even though his
given name was Gabriel, he was known to most people as
George. 1 don’t know why, but I feel that the meaning of our
names often have a significant influence on our lives. For
instance, the name Gabriel, from the Hebrew, means “God is my
strength” and was given to the chief among the archangels, who
appeared to Mary and later to Joseph and the shepherds to
announce the birth of the Savior. The name George, from Greek,
is an ancient word meaning husbandman or farmer, but became a
favorite name of Christians in general and Armenians in
particular, due to the exploits of the early 4™ century Saint
George, a strong warrior and able commander who converted to
Christianity and was martyred for his faith. So both of George’s
names serve to describe him as one who always looked to his
faith and values to sustain him and who was a fierce champion of
those same values and beliefs.

Growing up in Providence, George was active in the life of the
Armenian Community. He was a member of the Armenian Youth
Federation and played basketball for the Sts. Vartanantz Church.
Because his father died early, George became the “man of the
house” and worked hard to take care of his family. He looked
after his mother and took care of her until her death in 1999.

George served his country during the Korean conflict as a cook,
a position he was most capable of filling because of the
experience he had gained with helping out his Uncle John Hajian,
who was an area restauranteur. After the war, George and family
moved to the Auburndale section of Newton, to the same house
on Bencliffe Circle where, until his death, George lived with his
sister Alice. Like his uncle, George also became a restauranteur
first with the Gateway restaurant in Cambridge, and then the very
successful Troubadour Restaurant in West Newton. While he was
the owner of the latter establishment, George used his restaurant
to interact with the local community in positive ways. He
sponsored the annual Boys Club Marathon, known as the
“Troubadour Trot,” was particularly supportive of the town
firefighters and police, and made sure the restaurant was open
during football season so that locals could enjoy the games with a
variety of snacks.

Even though he loved working and, in the words of his sister

and niece “was married to his job” nevertheless he decided to
retire in 1988 at the young age of 58. But he wasn’t idle by any
means. Aside from caring for his elderly mother, to whom he was
devoted, George kept busy with the family house down the Cape
where he did a lot of golfing and playing tennis; taking long walks;
getting daily exercise at his health club; playing cards with Alice
and their friends; dabbling in the stock market; reading mystery
novels and biographies of famous people; watching sports, and
spending time with his family.

Family and friends were what George was all about. Though
never married and without children of his own, George became a
mentor and confidante for his nieces and nephews and a close
friend to his cousins and their families.

From a letter mailed to the church from Darlene and Rick Sewall
of Newton sums up George's generous and caring character.

"My husband, Rick, was a young college student at Boston
College when he had a part time job working as a bartender at
the Troubadour. George was very good to Rick and Rick
admired like a father. We know if George ever had his own
children they would have grown up to be incredible people. He
was a man of great integrity.

My friends and family loved the restaurant and we fiequently
dined there. That is where I met Rick in 1984 and fell in love.
We got engaged and George was so happy for us that he hosted
an engagement party at the restaurant! We had a beautiful
wedding in 1987 and George danced the whole night with his
big, beautiful smile shining bright! We have been married 31
years!

The story gets better. As newlyweds, Rick and I were looking
to stay in Newton and buy a small house which we could not
quite afford. George stepped in and insisted he would let us
borrow the down payment. We were able to buy a house close to
the restaurant so Rick could finish school and continue working
there. We will never forget the night we invited George over to
our new house and surprised him with the money we had
borrowed and paid him back.

George really taught us a lot at a young age and we will be
forever grateful and hold him always dear to our hearts."

I have known George and his sister Alice since I came to this
community almost 25 years ago. I have known George as a man of
integrity; a very caring and respectful person. Like his sister,
George was very generous toward the community and especially
toward the church. We all mourn the passing of this fine gentleman
who was such an integral part of the greater Armenian community.

Aside from his sister Alice, George is survived by his loving
nieces and nephews: Sandra Breitborde and her husband Lawrence,
Linda Kachagian and Gregory Kachagian. Grand nephews
Nicholas Breitborde and his wife Nicole Miller. Great grand
nephews Noah and Nathan Breitborde.

Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian
November 10, 2018
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LADIES GUILD NEWS

LADIES GUILD CHRISTMAS PARTY

On Saturday, December 8th, the St. Stephen’s Ladies
Guild held its annual Christmas Party in the Church Hall
with over a hundred people in attendance. Sandy Bedrosian
and her voice students provided the enjoyable entertainment
and Noor Mediterranean Grill of Somerville supplied the
delicious dinner. To everyone's delight, men and women
chosen from the parish along with Der Hayr as narrator, read
the story "Voices," a look at Jesus' Nativity from the
perspective of those who experienced it in so many different
ways. Afterward, Santa Claus made his annual appearance
handing out goodies to all the attendees.

Guild Chairperson Becky Megerdichian was pleased to
present Der Hayr with a check as the yearly gift to the church
from the Guild.

The Ladies Guild wishes to thank all those who have
supported the Guild and wishes everyone in our parish Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year. God bless you all. Our
prayers are with those who could not attend due to illness.
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ST. STEPHEN’S LADIES GUILD
ANNUAL PALM SUNDAY BAKE SALE
Sunday, April 14, 2019 at the Church Hall
Choreg, Khadaif, Cheese Boregs and Assorted Pastries

SAVE THE DATE!
St. Stephen’s Ladies Guild

cordially invites you to a

luncheon and special presentation by

GEORGE AGHJAYAN

Director of the Armenian Historical Archives

Topic: Armenian Genealogy
On Sunday, April 7th, 2019

immediately after church services in the Church Hall

Details to follow

finding our roots...

The Perfect Gift

for any Occasion!

The Armenian Kitchen

The Armenian Kitchen
Cookbook

Our Ladies Guild
Cookbook is $18 and can
be purchased from the
Church Office. If you
wish to have the cookbook
mailed to you please mail
a $22 check payable to St.
Stephen's Ladies Guild.




Preserve Your Heritage

Outstanding Armenian Cooking Classes

Sponsored by the St. Stephen’s Ladies Guild

Are you ready to learn from the best of the best?

Losh Kebab

$20 per person - Participate in cooking class

Bring your favorite Apron & Cutting Knife!

Saturday, February 2, 2019
10:00am at St. Stephen’s Church Hall, Watertown, MA

RSVP required by January 28th
Call Becky Megerdichian

(617) 576-3398

All are welcome!
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OUR BAZAAR IN THE NEWS

Meet the Women Behind the Bazaar

VOLUNTEERS PREPARE FOR 62ND ANNUAL ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH BAZAAR
Leeza Arakelian, Assistant Editor for the Armenian Weekly

Several feet below the sacred altar of St. Stephen’s Armenian
Apostolic Church, there is a kitchen unlike any other. This one is
bustling with dozens of hardworking Armenian women, laughing
and catching up about family life and the latest in the community
while preparing pounds of gourmet Armenian food and trays of
desserts for the annual church bazaar.

These women are the beating heart of this Watertown church.
Many make up the Ladies Guild, a collective established in 1953
whose fundraising efforts allowed for the consecration of the
church in 1957. What once started as a small but mighty group of
women has now become a selfless, humble and friendly group
with over 100 members, including wife of the late priest Der
Torkom, Zevart Hagopian. “You can’t keep up with her,” says
Linda Kechejian of the 81-year-old Yeretzgin.

But preparing for the church’s largest fundraiser of the year is
not exclusive to the Ladies Guild. All volunteers are invited to
help, and when it comes to the bazaar, these women waste no time.

Their work preparing for the early-November bazaar begins in
the middle of summer; Tuesdays are dedicated to pastries and
Wednesdays, to gourmet items. The menu is impressive, consisting
of exactly what you would expect from homemade Armenian fare:
mantuh, two kinds of boureg, kadayif, choreg, sarma, kufteh and
baklava—staples of the Western Armenian diet ready to be sold to
at least one-thousand Armenians and non-Armenians alike.

Cheese boureg, the ladies confess, is the most difficult, in fact,
“the worst” to prepare because it requires a number of steps. The
flaky dough, for example, must be made from scratch. This year,
the group prepared at least 2,000 of them.

As for the easiest recipe? A resounding “Nothing!” ensues,
followed by laughter, but quickly succeeded by Yeretzgin
Hagopian: “Choreg, maybe? Because it’s not complicated.” Leave
it to her to identify the single ‘easy’ dish.

But these Armenian favorites would be bland (“anham,” if you
will) were it not for the women themselves, and a very important
ingredient: love. Deanne Nahabedian has committed so much of
her life to the church, it seems she knows this underground kitchen
better than her own. “That’s what happens when you hit 51 years.
You know where everything goes,” she says, as she leads a
Tuesday morning session dedicated to spinach boureg (one which,
it’s worth noting, requires 19 pounds of chopped spinach, 10
pounds of muenster cheese and 75 eggs).

Watching over the group is a large black and white framed
photograph of the starting seven—“aracheener” as they’re
endearingly called. “We’re the worker bees. They were the

18

leaders,” recalls Kechejian of these legendary women, which
included Makrouhi Guzelian, Makrouhi Nahabedian, Clara
Russian, Araxy Ayvazian, Margaret Kaloosdian, Mary Peroonian,
and Anahid Changelian.

Changelian, who used to work for the Hairenik back when it was
on Stuart Street when she was 16 years old, also served on the first
executive board for the Ladies Guild. “It’s a great organization.
The women are all devoted,” she says while delicately folding
pieces of manteh. “This group is very lucky to do what we do for
the church.”

Sharing a workspace with Changelian that Wednesday
morning and helping in the preparation of that day’s quota of 30
pounds of manteh was Sandra Narinian. A lifelong supporter of the
church, Narinian says preparation for the annual bazaar is far more
meaningful because it brings Armenians together. “Technically,
we could all write a $1,000 check each year and not do the bazaar
and the oil will go in the tank and the lights will go on,” she
explains. “But where would be the fellowship and the fun of doing
that? That’s not the way it works.”

“It gives the ladies some sense of belonging,” says Lucy
Guzelian, daughter-in-law of the late Makrouhi Guzelian. In an
emotional reflection on the women who came before her, she says
“it’s a way to get together and honor our parents, grandparents. We
are bringing up our children to do the same.”

Many of the other women share that sentiment and hope that
younger generations will carry on these special traditions and
recipes. They look forward to the idea “that young people will see
this work and be motivated to continue it,” says Mary Demirjian in
Armenian. “In turn, we will be proud of this next generation, that
we passed down something meaningful to them.”

St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church hosted its 62nd
annual bazaar on November 2 & 3. In years past, there has been so
much prepared food on the table, it’s been difficult to see the
tablecloth underneath. Armenians call that “arad jash,” an
overabundance of food. And these ladies definitely surpass that
cultural expectation. An undoubtedly blessed group of
hardworking women, it’s a miracle they pull it off every year.

WBAZAAR
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SCENES FROM ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH 62nd ANNUAL BAZAAR




ST. STEPHEN'S ARMENIAN S
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL '
2019-2020 ACADEMIC YEAR

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION BEGINS ON JANUARY 22, 2019
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ACCREDITED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS IN NEW ENGLAND (AISNE)

PRESCHOOL LICENSED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS DEPARTMENT OF EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE (EEC)
EXPERIENCED AND MASSACHUSETTS CERTIFIED FACULTY

LOW STUDENT/TEACHER RATIOS

EXTENDED-DAY PROGRAM

T0 SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE CALL THE PRESCHOOL OFFICE AT 617.923.0501 OR EMAIL
MORCHANIAN@SSAES.ORG
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St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School

MAYRIG & ME

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT PROGRAM

For children 18 months to 2.9 years old

Children will enjoy a special program which helps
develop their listening and Armenian language skills,
as well as their creativity and physical coordination,
through an engaging and pleasant musical experience.
Adults will enjoy companionship, support, and the

joy of interacting with their child in a relaxed and
interactive atmosphere.

Spring Session Begins on March 11, 2019

Meeting Dates: March 11, 18, 25, April 1, 8, 22, 29, May 6, 13, 20.
Classes are held on Monday mornings from 9:30-10:15am

To register please contact the Preschool office at
(617) 923-0501 or morchanian@ssaes.org. Registration Fee: $100

St. Stephen’s Armenian Preschool, 46 Elton Ave., Watertown, MA
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St. Stephen's Armenian Apostolic Church
Of Greater Boston

SCHEDULE OF HOLY NATIVITY
& THEOPHANY SERVICES

HOLY NATIVITY & THEOPHANY EVE

Saturday Evening, January 5, 2019

Mid-Day Service (JASN00)......ccuiiiiiiiiieiieiie ettt ettt e e reeebeesaeeesbe e tbeebaeenne e 5:30 P.M.
VESPETS SETVICES ... etttiiiiieeiieeiie ettt ettt ettt et e st e e bt esat e et e e e st e ebeeenbeebeeenbeesseeeaseenseeenseennes 6:00 P.M.
Reading of the Scriptures the Book of Daniel ............ccccoooieviiiiiiiiiiiiieecceeceeee e 6:30 P.M.
Nativity Vigil DIvINe LITUIZY ..c.oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiicieecee ettt 7:00 P.M.

FEAST OF THE HOLY NATIVITY & THEOPHANY

OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
Sunday, January 6, 2019
INOCEUINES & IMALINS. ...cniiiiiiiiiieeiie ettt ettt ettt e bt e et e bt e sabe e bt e eabeenbeesaneens 9:00 A.M.
Divine Liturgy "SOORP BADARAK" ....c.ooiiieiiieeeeeeee sttt 10:00 A.M.
Confession & HOly COMMUNION .......ccueeriiiiiieiiiieiieriteeieesiee et eseeeeteesteeesbeessaeesseesseeesseesssesnseens 11:30 A M.
BIESSING OFf WALET ....c.eeiiiiieiieciiee ettt ettt ettt e e b e e aeesabeenneeens 12:00 Noon
Celebrant and Preacher:

REV. ARCHPRIEST ANTRANIG BALJIAN, Pastor

STUDENTS CONFESSION AND HOLY COMMUNION

Confession and Holy Communion for students of the Armenian Elementary, Saturday and
Sunday Schools will be held on Saturday, January 5, 2019, at 9:30 A.M. A breakfast
reception to follow in the Church Hall, sponsored and hosted by St. Stephen’s Sunday
School.

Those wishing to have their homes blessed during the Nativity
Season should kindly contact the Church Office at 617-924-7562
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U. Untthwunu Uqq. Ywupdupuip 2018-2019 tuypnguljuts
Suipbopowtipn ujuunn Ubkwwnbdpkp 4, 2018-hu: Unutonbwt
Zuiwpht, Upd. Sktp Uugpwiuhl Uiwg £hty. Nuydbwt b
Shyht Mnjudtwb hpkug Juouphtt Uke jwenn wwph Up
dwnplghtt wowltpunutpni b ntunighsubpnii:

Cunniibymphil

Utkyubtdptpht kptp pugniubniphiutp nknh mubgu,
-Utwyunbtuptkp 20ht Luiwlppuputh Sunnutpnit hwdwp
-Ukwywnbdpkp 25ht Unijuwyupunkgh sunnubpnit hwdwp
-Ubkwyubdpbkp 27ht Unijwduniph Sunntkpnit hwdwp

Shyjht  Mnjudbwbp puphwinip  nbnbinpephtt nnmu
nupngh dwuht, wwyuw Sunnukpp wbubnikgut hpkug
quiuljibpnt niunighsubpnit htn Swbopwbwint hwdwp
nuuwpwih Spwgphtt: Uwbjwduniph Cunpnmibbjniptut
huoup wnwit bwl Shjhtt Uwipuy Opgwtwun:

Twpngulwt Opwghpp Enjuwgunn Qkntwnplukp
-znjn. 3htt Uwbjwwywpunbqh b Unwehtt YJupghpno
wpwljkpntutpp nudnpupunh qughtt Honey Pot Hill Orchard:

-unj. 6hti New Rep Puunbpwljutt junidpp  bLplne
ghtnuppuwing Jupkg 12:30 — 1:30 Thjpuphph Owliopwugnid,
T b B Ywpgbpnt  htwn 2:00 — 3:00 Zkphwplbpnt
Ukpuyugnid £. b Q. upgbpnt hkwn:

-Unj. 7ht Uwjuduniph wowlpnikpp wygkightt Discovery
Puwbqupuup Upppth dky:

Jhdwlwgnjghkp

Unj. 9ht ULwpiwlppwupwith wowlbkpwnibpnt Ssunnubpp
Upgwtt hpktg quuuljubpnt  Jhdwjugngubpp  wbubby
hwdwlwpghsh Ypwy: Bwenpnynn swpwpp wnknh nibbgub
Sunnu-niunigswljult  dnnndubpp:  LVwwlppwupwih
wowlkpnubpp Jhdwlwugnyg Yp vnwbwbt wmwpht Epbp
wiqud, hull Uwbwduniph b UTwiuwyupunkgh
wpwlkpnttpp mwupht bpline whquud:

Upunw-Ttwuwpwiuwghtt Opwughpbb

-Uptiwh  hbwnbibw) nuupbpwgputppn  Juqlulbpuybkghup
twhulppuputh  wowlbkpwniubpnin  hwdwp, Swwnpul,
Qhwniphi, Upnikuwm, STEM/Robotics, Twoluwl,
Nuupkpun b Cupkpgupuis

-Pul] dwuwduniph hwdwp, Upnibuw, Zujjuljui Mwp b
Upunu twuwpwiwhtt Uwpqutp:

Cuptpgupui
Cuptpgupwip Yp Yuwuwpnih Lwrh  dudnil, wpbwb

wliq ipkuny, hull quptwb huybptuny:

R. - &. Yupgbpnt wpwlkpnutpnt hwdwnp:

U. UStoU uvNU U2a-U3h U U FUNUL
Stintijurinnt - Upniu 2018

Stuoptunthh’ <niph Mnyudtiuy

w1 Uswlinjph Opniuy Sobwlwwwpniphi
Zwy Upwlnjph opp Upnikgun hwpniun jujnwgpny, npp
| nungnykp htnbikwy dbntwplubpn:

-Project Save h wbopth fmp EnJuwubwih  Ynnuk
Twuwjuountphil «bugybu Ywpnuy Zht Ljwuptbpy:

-6, Mwuwpwih Ynndlt Zwjwunwth  Uwpgbpnt dwuht
ubpjujugnid:

-Sunutnubpme ubpuyugnid huyjujutt gopstpny npnit
dwubwlghgun  Jupgnd U.-B. Qupgh wowlbpunubpp,
onipulny, nuottwlny, ywpny b kpgny:

Uy Qipuwplibp
-Unj. 20htt wnknh mbbkgur Snhwpwinmptut Utwinuljub

uop, npmitt dwubwlghgutt  pnpp wowlkpntbtpp b
niunighstbpp:

-Un). 30-htt mbnh niukgut Ouniinh Cuwnwibkliwb Gpkint,
Juquultpyniptwudp Ounnujut Uwupduhi:

Zpuntp

znlnbdptp 18ht nupng hputhpkghp Ukt Mnuppuh Zuy
Bltintghubpnt hndhiubpp: Stopkuniptwt htwn nbkuwyghk
Ewp, wintp wnhpp niukgubt wyghibnt nuuwpububpp b
fuouwlyglint wowlnukipni b ntunighsubpnit hkwn:

Armenian Bone Marrow Registry Walkathon

Utp nupngtt Yupbinp phind wowlbpunukp, sunnukp b
opowtuniwpunp Ubkwunbdpip 22ht dwubwlghgut wju
pwjjupowth:

Trick or Treat for UNICEF
Utp  wpwlbpwbbkpp  Ypyht  dJwubwuhghgu  wju
npuUiwhuwiwph, npnit § odwinuytk 2Zuwy Ogqumphwb

Uhnipptup: @nidwpp np Ypgutt gnjugubl] wyu wnwph 112.05
wnjup bp:

Mayrig and Me

18 Udunt dhglh 2 mwupkljuwt 9 wdunt thnpphljubpnt hwdwp
wju oww dnnnyppulwiniphtt niubkgnn Akntwplp, np
hhduniws k tpudpnniptwt b pwupdnwdh Jpuy, ujuue Znljn,
1ht b wknh § nibkbug wdts kpynipwpph dundp 9:30-10:15:

Updwlwgpniplbwl  hwdwp  hikpwduyhly Uwbiwduniph
qpnuukibwlp, 617-923-050, phull nupngh dwupl jurkjkuy
wnknbiniphiabbpn hudwp uyglyly www.ssaes.org
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ST. STEPHEN’S ARMENIAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Newsletter — Fall 2018
Houry Boyamian, Principal

St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School started the 2018-2019
Academic Year on Tuesday, September 4, 2018. At the Morning
Assembly, Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian and Mrs. Boyamian expressed
their best wishes to the students and teachers for a productive school
year.

Our staff for 2018-2019 school year is as follows:

Mrs. Houry Boyamian (M.Ed.) Principal

Mrs. Maral Orchanian (M.Ed.) Preschool Director

Mrs. Arlet Ashjian (AA) Administrative Assistant

Mrs. Nora Hackett (B.S.) Assistant Treasurer

Mrs. Patti Murphy (J.D) K-5 Curriculum Coordinator

Mrs. Ardemis Meguerdichian Armenian Teacher (Grades 1-5)

Mrs. Alik Arzoumanian (M.S) Armenian Teacher (K)

Ms. Mireille O’Connor (M.Ed.) Grade 5 Teacher

Mr. Charles Seigler (M.Ed.) Grade 4 Teacher

Mrs. Michele Arthur (M.Ed.) T-Assistant & Computer Teacher

Mrs. Kathryn Cassesse (M.Ed.) Grade 3 Teacher

Ms. Erica Lauria (M.Ed.) Grade 2 Teacher

Mrs. Elaine Joyce (M.Ed.) Teacher’s Assistant

Ms. Emily Gutermann (M.Ed.) Grade 1 Teacher

Ms. Sarah Lipworth (M.Ed.) Gr. 1 T-Ass. & (K-5) Art Teacher

Ms. Diane Chiappinelli (M.Ed.) Kindergarten Teacher

Mr. Richard Samaria (M.S) Physical Education (K-5)

Mrs. Maro Arakelian (BA) Music Teacher (K-5)

Rev. Fr. Stephan Baljian (M.Div.) Religion Teacher

Mrs. Tirouhi Bazarbashian (EEC Lead Teacher) NIIA Teacher

Mrs. Yelena Hakobyan (EEC T/BA Music) NITA T-Assistant
& Preschool Music Teacher

Mrs. Maral Derderian (B.S.) NIIB Teacher

Mrs. Margarita Harutyunyan (EEC Lead Teacher) NIIB T-Assistant

Mrs. Anna Kupelian (M.A.) NIA Co-Teacher

Mrs. Svetlana Vehapetian (EEC Lead Teacher) NIA Co-T

Mrs. Vicky Ashjian (EEC Lead Teacher) NIB Teacher

Mrs. Nara Ohanessyan (EEC Teacher) NIB T-Assistant

Mrs. Laura Terzian (EEC Lead Teacher) PreN Teacher

Mrs. Siranush Tenekedzhyan (EEC Teacher) PreN Teacher

Open House/Curriculum Night
In September we had three Open Houses: Grade 1-5 Open House on

Sept. 20, the K Open House on Sept. 25 and the Preschool Open
House on Sept. 27.

The schedule during these three events was the following:

- 7:00 PM: School Information given by the Principal Houry
Boyamian. At the preschool Open House the preschool director,
Mrs. Maral Orchanian addressed the parents also.

- 7:30 PM: Classroom Visit / Meeting with the teachers.

Enrichment Programs and Field Trips (Fall)

- On Oct. 3, K and Grade 1 students visited the Honey Pot Hill
Orchard in Stow, MA for Apple Picking.

-On Oct. 30, K-5 students attended the presentation of Stranger
Awareness movie, as part of our safety training

-On Nov. 6_the New Rep Theatre conducted two workshops for our
Grades 2-5 students.

“Introduction to Shakespeare Workshop” for Grades 4 & 5 to give
students an initial introduction to Shakespeare and his work through
wordplay, games, & songs, in order to remove fear and confusion
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often associated with studying this great master for the first time.
“Storytelling Workshop” for Grades 2 and 3 to give students the
opportunity to take a well-known story and make it their own, with a
focus on teamwork, creativity, and play.

- On November 7, the Preschool students visited the Discovery
Museum in Acton, where every exhibit area is a learning opportunity.

Report Cards
-Grades 1-5 first term report cards were ready for parents to view on

RenWeb, on Nov. 9. Grades 1-5 Parent-Teacher Conferences were
held Nov. 13 — Nov. 17. Grades 1-5 receive their report cards three
times a year, in November, March and June.

- K students and Preschool students get their progress reports/report
cards in January and June, followed by parent-teacher conferences. In
November, Kindergarten teachers met with K parents to update them
about the progress their children are making. Meanwhile, if N-K
parents have any concerns regarding their children, they can meet with
the teachers by appointment.

After School Programs

The After School Programs that we offered at the fall session:

-For K-5: Chess, Mad Science, Art, STEM/Robotics Piano, Basketball
and Book Club

-For the Preschool: Art, After School Sports and Armenian Dance

Lunchables Book Club

Lunchables, the school’s book club, is offered in both English and
Armenian to students in Grades 2-5. It is conducted once a week
during lunch time.

Armenian Cultural Day Celebrations — Oct. 25
-The Armenian Cultural Day program included:

Guest Speaker Ruth Thomasian, founder and president of Project Save
A Presentation by Gr. 5 about the Different Regions of Armenia
A Talent Show presented by Grades 1-5 students

Other Events

-On Nov. 20 N-5 students and teachers enjoyed the Traditional
Thanksgiving Luncheon.

- On Nov. 30 the PTO organized the Christmas Family Night.

Clergy Breakfast
On October 18, we invited the spiritual leaders of the Greater Boston

Armenian Churches. After a light breakfast and a meeting with the
administration, the pastors were given a tour of the school.

Outreach-Armenian Bone Marrow Donor Registry
A good number of our students participated in the ABMDR New
England Walkathon on Sept. 22.

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF (N-5)

Once again, our school participated in the annual “Trick-or-Treat for
UNICEF” that is supported by the Armenian Relief Society of Eastern
USA. The amount collected was $112.05.

“Mayrig and Me” program for children 18 months — 2yrs. 9 months
started on Oct. 21 This very popular, Music and Movement Program is
held on Monday mornings 9:30 - 10:15.

To reserve a spot in this program, please call the Preschool office at
(617) 923 0501. For more information about our school please visit

WWW.SSacs.org
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In Memory of Shirley Antoine Corbett In Honor of Anna Afeyan’s Birthday Albert & Lena Sarkissian Scholarship
Total Donations — $100 Donation towards Araxie Poladian Fund
Armen & Pauline Barooshian Scholarship Fund Total Donations - 3250
Total Donations — $100 Robert Bagdasarian
In Memory of Flora Seraderian Ara & Heather Krafian
Total Donations — $50 General Donations
Tony & Liliane Minassian In Honor of Alec & Judy Zarifian Robert Semonian Char. Trust ~ $10,000
Total Donations - $100 Hai Guin Scholarship Assoc. $2,000
In Memory of Rouben Surenian Ruth Thomasian Daughters of Vartan — Arpi
Total Donations — $1,000 Otyag of Cambridge Chapter ~ $500
Jeffrey Surenian

is holding its traditional

Armenian Christmas Bake Sale

Sunday, January 6™, 2019 After church service in the Church Hall

For monetary donation, you may do so by mailing a check to the school,

made out to SSAES PTO at 47 Nichols Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472
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uq St. Stephen’s Armenian Elementary School
§

~  TAP AND CLAP

MUSIC AND MOVEMENT PROGRAM

For Children 9 to 17 months.

Classes provide toddlers the opportunity to engage in music and movement
activities that encourage social, emotional, physical and musical growth and
development. Accompanied by their parent, children sing, clap, dance and
play in an engaging environment.

Spring Session Begins on March 8, 2019

Meeting Dates: March 8, 15, 22, 29,
April 5, 12, 26, May 3, 10, 17.
Classes are held on Friday mornings 9:30-10:30 a.m.

To register please call the Preschool office
at (617) 923-0501 or email morchanian@ssaes.org.
Registration Fee: $100

St. Stephen’s Armenian Preschool, 46 Elton Ave., Watertown, Massachusetts
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS

Nayiri Baljian Bell, Principal

Opening Day

Sunday School opened with much excitement on Sunday,
September 16, 2018, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross. We greeted our students with joy and held our welcome-
back all-school assembly, including a lesson about
Khatchverats, before heading to church for the Khatchverats
service. The children smiled and giggled as Der Hayr doused
them with holy water — it’s always one of their favorite
liturgical moments of the year!

We capped off our opening-day celebrations with our annual
welcome-back picnic, which was a warm and happy time for
the students and an opportunity for our parents to reunite and
pitch in together to ensure that the kids had a blast.

‘What We’ve Been Up to So Far

Our focus this year continues to be engaging the heads,
hands and hearts of our students through learning, service and
worship.

Community service and outreach continue to be an area of
emphasis for our Sunday School. Drawing from the scriptural
imperative to “bear one another’s burdens” and the idea that
“God loves a cheerful giver,” we teach our children the joy of
helping others from a young age.

During the month of September, all Sunday School plate
collections were earmarked for hurricane relief following
Hurricane Florence, which devastated the Carolinas. The
Sunday School raised $500!

During the month of October, the Sunday School collected
new toys and goodies for a new project called Operation
Christmas Child. We far surpassed our goal of collecting
enough items to fill 15 shoe boxes to be delivered to needy
children around the world. Our students packed 32 boxes! We
will track our boxes and see where they end up. Through this
project, the students learned about doing good together as a
church community. We also thank all the members of the
greater St. Stephen’s community who contributed to the
collection.

Another area of focus this year has been scripture memory
verses. Each grade level has 1-2 verses to memorize before the
end of school. Likewise, our weekly closing exercises have
been focused around a memory verse, e.g. “Whatever you do,
do it all for the glory of God” and “I can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.” The students have done a great
job learning these important scripture soundbites and, more
importantly, the meaning behind them.

Our Grade 10 class will have a multi-faceted program this
year, with rotating staff. Twice per month they have an identity
workshop facilitated by Arakel Yacubian. The workshop is
designed to pull through students’ sense of Armenian identity
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with a connection to the Armenian church. One Sunday a
month, the class will visit a different church to experience how
other Christians worship. Heather Krafian is coordinating visits
to a diverse set of churches, from Armenian Catholic, Greek
Orthodox, and even African American protestant. The final
Sunday of each month the class will participate in a Bible study
led by James Bell. We pray that our Grade 10 students will get
quite a bit out of this great new curriculum as they head into
their Grade 11 internship.

Teaching Staff

We are looking forward to a wonderful year full of
classroom and hands-on learning opportunities. Thank you to
our dedicated staff who volunteer their time and talents who
ensure that our program is a success from week to week!

2018-2019 Sunday School Staff:

Principal Nayiri Baljian Bell

Parent Liaison Nevart Mikaelian

Nursery 1-2 Lucy Ashbahian & Rose Moorachian

Grade K/1 Susan Kinnear

Grade 2/3 Salpi Montiero & Christine Stepanian

Grade 4/5 Angelique Ourfalian

Grade 6/7 Darren Brown

Grade 8/9 Clara & Doug West

Grade 10 Arakel Yacubian, James Bell &
Heather Krafian (church visitation
coordinator)

Intern Coordinator Maral Dulgarian

We would also like to recognize our interns for their hard
work and dedication. If you see an intern, please give them a
word of encouragement. The 2018-2019 interns are:

-Grade 11: Nareen Berejiklian, Gregroy Cormier, Anthony
DeMarco, Araz Dulgarian, Nairi Enright, Datev Gevorkian,
Ani Manjikian.

-Grade 12: Sheerag Berejiklian, Arsen Cunningham, Adi
Guzelian, Alex Markarian, Mousegh Monteiro, Jacqueline
Smith.

Looking for Support

We are looking to re-invigorate our Parents’ Council, thanks
to the efforts of Nevart Mikaelian. Nev will be organizing
monthly gatherings for parents and providing opportunities for
parents to get involved in supporting the Sunday School
program.

Also, if there are any parishioners who would like to
volunteer their musical talents (guitar and/or piano) and some
time to  the Sunday School,  please email
ststephensundayschool@gmail.com.
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Picture captions:
(1) Opening Day in Badarak
(2) Shoebox Collection
(3) Welcome Back
(4) Church Visit
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Up. Unbkthwinu Swipwpontwy Zwy nujpngh 2018-2019
nupnguljut nwupbopowith Jkpuuninh opt tp Cwpwip,
Utwubdptp 8, 2018: ‘Ukplujhu nupngh wowlbkpun-
niptwlt phit L 113: Pugdut wpupnnmpbwb fuoup
wnhl Mawdwluw] Uwpdhith wnktwybn Mpt. Uwbndly
Pupubntwl, wyw nwpngh wnbopktunithh™ Shl. Uwjunw
Utjpnubwl: ‘Ukpluy Ehtt Sunnubp  hlswbu  bwbe
uwdwluw] Uwpdhth wunwdukp, npntp §'wpdwbw-
qpthtt  wpwlbkpnubkpp:  Bpypnpny Swpwp  op  Skp
Uunpuuhy Urwgq Lhiy. NMudbwb ubpluy gquniunitkgu
wnuwionbwt wnopphly, npdk Ewp hp ophunmiphtup
wnniu b jugnnniphit dunphg pnjnphi:

Unwohtt opkl pojnpp (dntkigutt wphuwwnwph: busyku
ghutp nupngp nith dwiwdunipkt wmwubbpypnpy
nuuwpwb: Swpwpoptwy nupngh nuupbpugpp 'pl-
gpyt huy (kgnit, gpwlwumphiup, huyng wwwune-
phtup, huyjuiwb tpgt nt yupp: @oquuwugnpstiup tnp
EL wpnh puuwgpptip L wpjuwnwipuyht mbkwnpuukp:

11pn - 12pg Ywuwpuikt thpu quuuiwbnniphiup Yp
punuitw) pupwghl twkt ywundwuwt hpunupd-
niphtuibpnt  dwuht  pbpbpgnmdubp i junphppu-
sniphiulp, huy whnbg pigitett’ huybptuh dwuhi
ghwnbjhpubpnt  thnpuwbgnid, ubpwnbtw]  wpbibjw-
huykptuh L wpbudinwhuybptuh dhobt tmwppbpniphii-
ubkp, mpnugpmiphi, pwnbpnt jupnigniwsp, hun-
Eipnuuut wy]  (Egnittkpne htn wdwbmphiutbp,
wnuwik] tpudonniphtt (it Upwlnypp punhwipuwtu),
punupwljuiniphtl, Jpugpniphtl, Ypoup bLrurygt:

Twypngkt Wkpu nbusnihhhtt Ynnphtt Jwopwwnhb 15
niunighs-niunigsnihhtitip, 2 oqiwljwt ntumgsnihhtikp, 1
Swwnnil] nwuwpwih ntunghy, 2 thnpu-ntunigsnihhubp:

Uju nwupbopowth Niunigswljui Juqu.-

Shy. Uuynu Ukpntku Skusnihh
Npt. Qwhk Zuykybwt dU. - ¢R. Yupgkp
NMpt. Uwpghu Supultoqbwt d. Yuipg
Shly. Ejhquuugkpe Unpujupbub ©. Qupg
Shl. (thpw Uhuntbwb C. Qupg
Shl. Bpwt Uwughltwt E. Gupg
Shy. Cupk Bulnptiwt 9. Qupg
On. Lunhuk Uyphdbwt B. Gupg
Shy. Uwphjinw Swintnbwt 7. Qupg
Shyy. Pudwp Nkpk&hpibw Q. Qupg
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Shy. Unpdw Huhplbwt P. Quipg

Shly. Uuh @ppdtwt U. Gupg

Op. dwtiw Fppdtwt Uwbljuuupinkq

Shy. Lughph Uwudhykwt Uwtljudunip

Shy. Uwphuk Ludjupbut Bng

Mnpt. Updwb Uhuguljubbwut Mwip

On. Uth 2nwuubwi Uwtljuwyupunkqh
Oquuljute

On.Mkph LEhbuwjtwt Uwtljuduniph
Oquuljute

NMnpu. Uudnil) Qupdwpdbut 9. Yuipgh Oquwljut

kL Bunnil] twuwpu

Typngh thnju-niunigsnihhtbpt G Shhtukp” dhpu
buljtunkpbwt kL Vwpgnihh Uyphdbwt:

Typngh  Muwdwlwy  Uwpdhup 4p  punjubu
tytntginy L ZOUh dwutw&hinbpnt ubpljuywugnighsubipk:

Yuquh winudukph G, -
Stp Uunputthy Utwg £hlyy. Muydbwt Lwjuwguh

Npt. Uwbinik) Fupubnbwl Unbktwuybn

Nnpt. Updtu Qupdwpdbui ®nju Unkhwybwn
Shi. MpEunw NMwpunidbw Uwnbktwnunpnihh
Shy. Uwph Upuybw Qutdwuyyuwhnihh
Shyy. Uhu Yty kobwt unphpyujwt

Shy. Ukjhuk Lothniqhwt MEkpykpbwt vnphppuljw

Npt. 8ndutth Ukpkobwt funphpnujwi
Qnpbmutmphiutiip
Ubkupinbupkp

Utwubdptp 22ht hwng wwudniptwt  wuwhp
Jjunljugnigut Zujuunwiih Zwupuy bnniplwut

wijuwpmptwt 27-wdtwht:  Uugpunupdwip twhe
Zujuunnwith Unwght Zwbpuybnniplwt 100-wdkwlhi:

Znljinbupkp
znljun.13-htt nupng uyghikg “Lnp Ubkpnibn Zwdngp’p
dudwiws Bphiiwtk: Zudnph  wigudikptt

ntjwdupp tkpjuyugnight huyjuljuwt bpudrnwljwut
gnpshpubpp htywku' pwunbp, pninmiyp, phop G
Ulntp tntwuglght nt tpglghtt huwyjujwt dnnnyppujuit
Engbn: Fnjnp wowykpunbpp Ukd hwénjpny niujunptght
Swtopwwny hwjjulwb gnpshputipnii:
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llpnp - 12pn puuwpwih puuuiwbnmpbut
wnwugpp §p Juqul wowlkpnubpni dky huyjulu
wjjuquit  Upiplpnt hwunty  hbwwppppniphit
wpplgl), npytugh  fupngp  wiwpunbith - Gnp
oupnitwljkt Ubkp wqquyhtt dwnwugnipbwt dwuht
hnptug ewupkpny unpypy kv wuhky:

Cun wyid, Upwlnyph wduniwt pupwgphl, wow-
Ykpntkpp wyghikghtt 2uypkhph okupht Uk qunning
Z8%Fh b 1918h  Zwbpuwwybimphwl  wpphiubkpp,
hswku twbr Udkphluyh Zugulwb Gubqupubnp,
Muwppppumih dtp: Uyg Upt wy Yp spugpnih ntyh
Uht Gapph Utppothnihpptt wpnibunh pubiqupub,
TMhYuntdpkpht:

Znljnbdptp 27ht wotikghtp Zwy Upwilynyeh Opp:

“Upulnmph Op”-niwb hwtnhunptwt shpth tbpu
Uwtjudunmipku yigkpnpy nwuwpuubpnt wowljtpun-
utpp Skp Zop ki Sunnubpmi tbkpluynipbwt Ynyhy
jujpnuwghp  Up  ubpyujugnight: - 8wynwghpp
U'pungpytp wpinwuwuniphiuubp, tpglp L dowlynyph
juunint]  wqpbkp: Pull  wwubbpnpy gquuwpuih
wowljkpinubpp tkpuwywugnight hpktg wuwwnpwunws
Upwlnjpeh jw-winitl] uwhhlubpp: Utnbp juoukgut

Utupny  Uwp-uningh, Zwy Spbkpnt Ghunpb,
Pupguuihsubpniy, hywku twhkt  huwyjulwub
wnwpuqubpnit dwuhe

‘Unjl opp, koplkipnpnk tnwulibpnpn nuuwpubiitbpny
wpwljtpinkpp hpklg numghsubpny puljkpulgnipe-
tundp wyghjight “Zwypkhp” Swpwpwpbppeh  fudpw-
gpuwwnnitp, nmp judpughp’ Mph. Quukt (Gnphlbwt
Juoutiguit phpphtt dwupt tr skpwntg np unp ubpniungp
hwytptuny hwnnpyugpniphiuutp gpk:

Uhwgtw) Uqqtipnt Yuquulkpyniphiiup Znjubdpkp
wduntwt pupwgphtt Yp fuwnwpk hp mwupklut npu-
dw-hwiwpp: Uju wnpht nupngh  wowlkpnibkpnt
huiwpws gnidwpp $100.00 winjup  jubdinikgun
20Uh Uplibjbwt Cpowth Cpowbwghtt Jupsmplut
gpuukitwly, npykugh thnjuwgnih “UNICEF” hi:

Lnjidpbp
Lnjhdpbkp 17htt wbnh nitkgut wnwght Enwdubuy
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Suontunthh’ Unyynw Utijpnulica

putimiphtuitpp U- Jupgbpmit hwdwp: Feljunbd-
pkn 8hti, yhdwljugnigubipp jutdunligwu Sunnubpnid,
dunn-jut hwunhwnidh pupwugpht:

Thnbdpkp

Thjnbdpkp  1ht  Jighpnppkt wwubbpypopn
nuuwpwbitipnt wowlbpunkpp, ntunighskpt nt Jupg
Up dunnubp wghkght ‘Upt ©Bopph Ubkppnihnihppt
Putqupuith 2ZUBUUSUL gnigwhwnkup:

MYuntdptp 8hti, Twpwp wnwiown, hhughpnpytu
hutkpnpy YJupgbpnr wpwlbpnubpp, niunighsubipni
puytpuygnipbwdp wygkjkghtt Zwy Otkpwung, nip bnjpe
niikguwt kpglpny, wprnwuwimphibttpny, wwupny b
nuptwlh intwqubpny:

MhYuntdptp 8hty, Tunnuiwu dnnny dp minh mubigun
dudp 12:30 -1:30:

MYunbdptp 22ht wjpwnbuniwoe t ©@Gdhu Ynppunhp
Unpwounpn  Sbpupunph  Stp Uunpunwy  Uppuquiy
Upptiwhulinunu YFwyhtjtwth wyghniehiup Gupwpontiuyh
wpwlipimpliwy: OTpugnmuuo § np wpwlbpnulipp
qupdwntn aipfuyugnid Up Juuwnbt m Uppuqua <op
wuinqudp ulijk Gnp dhwutwpwp Juylijlip Udwbnph
wmotwljwinwpniphtip nip uknubtbkpne onipy tuwnws,
wowlkpinutpp, dwokk twp, juwinuywun dpuninpnh
Ute tpgbpmy Gp nhdwinpbt junubn guymlp G ijp
unnwbwl hpkg tnikpubpp: Opnuwt &wph b umibptibpn
Juquultpuysuju wojpwnwipnp §p nwuth Ounnuljut
Swudtwunulpp: Yuwbjuwjuyn  sunphwljwniphiutbtp
hpkug:

Sniuntwup 5hut Ubp wpwlbkpwnubtpp hwnnppniphi
whwnp unwbiwb: Uy opp nupngp thul b

‘Lt unjt opp tpknjtwl, Up. Unbthwbnu Eytntging
Ut &puquumgh Unmipp 9png plptpgnuiubpp upwnh
Juunwpkt ptupniws junidp dp wowlbpn-wowltipn-
nithhubp:

ST. STEPHEN’S SATURDAY SCHOOL DONATION

Paul Bedrosian $500

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the donor.
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St. Stephen’s Saturday School staff & students would like to take
this opportunity to extend their best wishes to you for a healthy and
happy life. We hope that this coming year will bring peace and
prosperity to all.

The school started its 2018-2019 Academic year on Saturday
September 8, 2018 with 113 students enrolled.

Classes range from Nursery to 12" grade.

Saturday School curriculum consists of Armenian language,
history, as well as Armenian songs and dances. The students are
learning their forefathers’ language, history, culture and traditions
through newly published textbooks and workbooks. Every year we
replace the used old books with new ones. The school also provides
notebooks, folders and other school supplies to each student.

The curriculum for 11th/12th grades includes reading about and
discussing Armenian current events and notable dates in Armenian
history. Insights into the Armenian language differences between
Eastern and Western Armenian (including orthography), word
construction, similarities with other Indo-European languages, and so
on are woven into those discussions. Other topics we cover includes
music (and culture in general), politics, journalism, and religion,
among others.

Middle and High school students, during feasts, are prepared to
participate in the church ceremonies.

The Teaching Staff -

Mrs. Mayda Melkonian Principal

Mr. Vahe Habeshian 11" & 12" grades
Mr. Sarkis Karageozian 10™ grade
Mrs. Elizabeth Aghpalarian 9" grade
Mrs.Rita Simonian 8™ grade
Mrs. Yeran Manjikian 7™ grade
Mrs. Shake Hagopian 6" grade

Ms. Narine Abrimian 5" grade
Mrs. Matilda Davoudian 4™ grade
Mrs. Tamar Berejiklian 3" grade
Mrs Norma Damirjian 2" grade
Mrs. Ani Keledjian 1* grade
Miss Vana Keledjian Kindergarten
Mrs. Nayiri Manjikian Nursery
Mrs. Marine Kavlakian Music

Mr. Arman Mnatsaganyan Dance

Ms. Ani Chobanian

Ms. Betty Kehiayan

Mr. Samuel Chakmakjian

Mrs. Vera Iskenderian &
Mrs. Nartouhi Abrimian

Kindergarten Aid— Teacher
Nursery Aid— Teacher

6" Grade Aid & Special Class
Substitute Teachers

The School Board members comprised of representatives from the
Church and ARS chapters are:

Fr. Antranig Baljian President
Mr. Manuel Parseghian Chairperson
Mr. Armen Chakmakjian Vice- Chair
Mrs. Brenda Barsoumian Secretary
Ms. Mary Arabian Treasurer
Mrs. Silva Gebeshian Advisor
Mrs.Meline Topouzian Berberian Advisor
Mr. Hovsep Melkeshian Advisor
Activities

September

On September 22, the history period was dedicated to The Armenian
Independence Day. We also reflected on the 100 Anniversary of the
Independence of the first Republic of Armenia.

October
In October we celebrated the Armenian culture and the invention

ST. STEPHEN’S SATURDAY SCHOOL
September - December 2018
Mayda Melkonian, Principal

of the alphabet. The students learned about Mesrob Mashdots, the
founder of the alphabet, the translators and much more.

The instructional focus in the 11th/12th grade has been on
Armenian general knowledge. The intent is to instill in the students a
curiosity regarding all things Armenian so that when they leave the
school, that curiosity will lead them to continue learning about their
heritage on their own. Accordingly, the class toured the Archives of
the ARF and the Independent Armenian Republic of 1918, in the
Hairenik Building; the class also toured the Armenian Museum of
America, in Watertown, and a visit to the New York Metropolitan
Museum of Art is planned for December to see ARMENIA exhibit.

On Oct. 27, atl1:00am, Nursery through 6™ grade, assembled in
the music room to celebrate the Armenian Cultural Day. Fr. Antranig
Baljian and some parents were present. The principal Mrs. Mayda
Melkonian welcomed all and asked the students to start the
presentation. They presented poems and songs giving tribute to the
founder of the alphabet and The Golden Age. Some students had
prepared posters highlighting different subjects of Armenian Culture,
which they proudly spoke about.

Also for the cultural Day, 10™ grade students presented their work.
They had prepared power point presentation as well as posters about
the Armenian alphabet, St. Mesrob Mashdots, the Translators,
Armenian costumes etc. We deeply appreciate the teachers and the
students for their work and effort.

The same day 7", 8" 9™ and 10" grade students visited
“Hairenik” weekly newspaper’s editing department, where they were
greeted by the editor Mr. Zaven Torigian. He talked to them about
the newspaper and suggested that they should try to communicate
with one another in Armenian. The least they can do to preserve our
beautiful language. He said that. when you text, remember to write in
Armenian.

During October, the month that The United Nations kicks off its
annual fund drive to help the needy children of the world, the
students raised $100.00 dollars. This amount was sent to UNICEF
through ARS.

November

On November 17, first term exams were administered for classes
first through ninth. Report cards will be given to the parents on Dec.
8, Parent/Teacher conference day.

December

On December 1, 6™ through 12 grade students, their teachers and
some parents went to New York to Metropolitan Museum for Arts, to
see ARMENIA exhibit.

On December 8, 5™ - 9th grade students and their teachers visited
The Armenian Nursing Home. The students will present a program
comprised of songs, recitations, dance and music, bringing joy to the
elderly.

On December 8, was held parent/teacher conference.

On December 22 His Eminence Archbishop Anoushavan Tanielian
our newly-elected Prelate, is scheduled to visit the students of the
school, and, after a brief program, enjoy our annual Christmas/New
Year’s celebration together. The parents’ committee members will
serve lunch, Santa will visit the students amidst joyful songs and
recitations after which he will distribute their gifts. Thanks to the
ladies who make this day a complete success.

On January 5 in the morning the students will receive Holy
Communion. The school is closed.

January 5, Armenian Christmas eve, a selected group of students
will contribute to the church services by reading from the Holy Bible.

I extend my gratitude and thanks to Rev. Fr. Antranig Baljian, The
School Board , Church Board of Trustees, Armenian Relief Society
Leola Sassouni and Shushi chapters, the Parents’ Committee
members and our parents and supporters.
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UR. UStoU.LNU CULUEOMGUS U8 1IM38h ST. STEPHEN'S ARMENIAN SATURDAY SCHOOL
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BAPTISMS ENGAGEMENT

GACIA KARAGOUZIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Zaven &
Yeghsapet Karagouzian was engaged to JOHN SHABANIAN, son
of Mr. & Mrs. Aaron & Cheryl Shabanian, on August 25, 2018.

AREN ROBERT SARGENT, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Daniel & Nora
(Kaleshian) Sargent, was baptized on September 8, 2018. His
Godparents were Zaven Norigian & Shawn Kearns.

ALEXANDRA SHABANIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ishkhan &
Susie (Falkingham) Shabanian was engaged to ZACHARY
PELOQUIN, son of Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Kimberly (Anderson)
Peliquin, on September 15, 2018.

ALAN LEON BARSOUMIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Levon &
Talin (Getzoyan) Barsoumian, was baptized on September 9,
2018. His Godparents were Gerard & Betty Barsoum.

EVAN CHRISTOPHER OESER, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Robert &
Lisa (Azizian) Oeser, was baptized on September 22, 2018. His
Godparents were Christopher & Christina (Tina) Azizian.

ANNIE BANIAN, daughter of Dr. & Mrs. Barkev & Lucine Banian
was engaged to DAVID HOVSEPIAN, son of Mr. & Mrs. Ray &
Diana Hovsepian, on October 18, 2018.

LEYLA LOUISE OESER, Daughter of Mr.. & Mrs. Robert &
Lisa (Azizian) Oeser, was baptized on September 22, 2018. Her
Godparents were Christopher Azizian & Maria Oeser.

ARAM NAREG ISKENDERIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Jirair &
Tamar (Karakozian) Iskenderian, was baptized on October 14,
2018. His Godparents were Raffi & Salpi Iskenderian.

FRANCESCA GIANNA BECHIRIAN, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs.
Christopher & Meredith (Ferguson) Bechirian, was baptized on
October 18, 2018. Her Godparents were Haikazoun & Marianna
Bechirian.

NOAH JO VARJABEDIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Ralph & Lea
(Bendaly) Varjabedian, was baptized on October 21, 2018. His
Godparents were Remy & Azadouhie Varjabedian.

LINCOLN DOSTOOMIAN, Son of Mr.. & Mrs. Matthew &
Dyann (Zenga) Dostoomian, was baptized on October 28, 2018.
His Godparents were Nicolas Dostoomian & Christine Baker.

TRO SEVAG KHATCHADOURIAN, Son of Mr. & Mrs.
Vicken & Ani (Jerikian) Khatchadourian, was baptized on
November 17, 2018. His Godparents were Sevag Khatchadourian
& Angela Aghajanian.

CARMELLA JANIS CRAFTS, Daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Steven
& Michelle (Barsamian) Crafts, was baptized on December 2,
2018. Her Godparents were Philip & Heather Crafts.

CAMDEN MICHAEL CRAFTS, Son of Mr. & Mrs. Steven &
Michelle (Barsamian) Crafts, was baptized on December 2, 2018.

His Godparents were Andre & Jessica Manguikian.

We extend our congratulations to the newly baptized,
their parents and godparents.

Pastor & Board of Trustees
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On this happy occasion, we wholeheartedly congratulate the newly
engaged couples and their parents.

Pastor & Board of Trustees

=

= WEDDINGS

SYLVANA FADEL, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. George &
Georgette (Rouhana) Fadel was wed to LEON
KARAKOUZIAN, son of the late Mr. & Mrs. Sebouh & Marie
Karakouzian, on August 26, 2018. Best Man and Matron of
Honor were James Angelo Frangoulidis & Linda Eori

VICTORIA ROBIN TUTUNIIAN HINES, daughter of Mr. &
Mrs. Ronald & Robin (Tutunjian) Hines was wed to WILLIAM
SCOTT WOLFE, son of Dr. & Mrs. Scott & Mary Lynne (Calle)
Wolfe, on September 2, 2018. Best Man and Maid of Honor
were Christian Wolfe & Diana Vera Tutunjian Hines.

MICHAELA CORTESE, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph &
Mary (Summers) Cortese was wed to SEVAG DONABEDIAN,
son of Mr. & Mrs. Hovig & Sossi (Melikian) Donabedian, on
September 22, 2018. Best Man and Matron of Honor were
Massis Khoumjian & Jaclyn Cortese.

ARMINE AVETISIAN, daughter of Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Hakob
& Narine (Shirinyan) Avetisian was wed to ARTEM
HAKOBYAN, son of Mr. & Mrs. Levon & Yelena (Danelian)
Hakobyan, on September 29, 2018. Best Man and Matron of
Honor were Asatour Hakobyan & Hasmik Avetisian.

On this happy occasion, we wholeheartedly congratulate the newly
married couples, wishing them a happy and healthy life together.

Pastor & Board of Trustees
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS

IN MEMORY OF KHOSROFF ADANALIAN
Total § 1,020.00

Norair & Meline Arslanian & Family
Robert & Sandra Aghababian
Kenneth & Diane Biagiotti

Greg & Donna Boghosian & Family
Mrs. Theresa Brundage

Seta Kalajian & Family Charles & Judy Shagoury
Eva Kopoyan Elizabeth Telian & Family
Donnarose Russian The Brad Peterson & Family
Arsen Russian Richard & Ethel Trask

Hrant H. Russian

IN MEMORY OF SHAVARSH BALOULIAN

Total $ 2,660.00
Kevork & Endza Abdalian Herbert & Rita Gann Hagop & Sossy Nercessian
Anto & Lisa Aboyan Robert & Marlene Gebeyan Garo & Salpi Ostayan
Mr. & Mrs. Hagop Alabachian & Family Carolyn Haroutunian Mr. Kevork Ourfalian
Vekan & Leeza Anserlian Dale Haroutunian Sarkis & Seta Ourfalian
Sarkis & Silva Antreassian Setrak & Sona Iskandarian Vartan & Haigoush Papazian
Sossi Aroyan John & Seta Kaleshian Jacob Pourati
Jack & Rita Bejakian Carl & Shirley Keselman Lassaad, Andrea & Alexander Riahi
Kevork & Mania Boyadjian Suzi Kevorkian & Family
Raffi & Maria Chapian Paul & Janet Khalarian Audrey & Abraham Tanashian
Mihran & Natalie Chaprazian & Family Vasken & Seta Khodanian Ashley Taylor
Bedros & Arevik Der Vartanian Gulen Kouzouian & Houri Hermine Wassilian
Luda Esserian Neil & Mary Macisaac Antranik & Marie Yacoubian
Fancy Flea Fine Jewelry Mrs. Flora Matossian Peter & Anahid Yapoudjian

IN MEMORY OF ARSHALOUYS KANTARJIAN

Total $ 440.00
Dr. & Mrs. Levon Bastajian Jacqueline Ketchedjian Hasmig Pianpiano
Krikor & Suna Cinar Aram & Kat Orchanian Mrs. Hermine Yapoudjian

Hampar & Silva Halwadjian

Nver Orchanian

IN MEMORY OF ALYCE RAISIAN MERIAN
Total § 1,715.00

Joseph Berolini

Bill Adams Sr., & Bill Adams Jr.
David & Norma Brass

Kevin & Nancy Charlston

Rose Der Bedrosian

John & Paulette Galvin

Noubar & Nevart Kaderian

John Kechejian Larry & Vanessa Ovian
Steven & Linda Kechejian Ardemis Ovian

Michele M. Kolligian & Bob Khederian Dorothy Piligian

Mrs. Lucille Manuelian Norman & Chrisine Rattey
Samuel F. Mccormack Co., Inc. Mark & VeronicaSagherian
Stephen & Sosie Megerdichian Maria Theofilou

Jim & Linda Mihos & Family
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Total $ 6,843.00

IN MEMORY OF ROUBEN SURENIAN

Lida Surenian & Children
John & Krista Aftandilian
John & Karen Aharonian
Mrs. Lee Aharonian

Mr. & Mrs. John & Anahid Alexanian

Ara Alexanian

Armen Alexanian

Hrach Alexanian

Shahan Alexanian

Yuko Amagai

Anonymous

Armen & Lauren Arakelian
Robert & Talin Artinian
Zabelle Hajian Azablar
Edward & Ida Babroudi
Armen & Silva Bahlavouni
Michael & Kay Barsamian
Silva Bedian

Mr. & Mrs. Theodore Bohigian
Debra Boyajian

Geoff Burns

Robert & Judith Cleveland
Harry & Gayaneh Contos
David & Sira Cormier
Hagop Davedjian

Mrs. Anna Demurjian

Mrs. Hasmig Der Vartanian
Leo & Mary Derderian

Dn. & Mrs. John & Mary Doursounian
Mrs. Sirarpi Fermanian

Vahe Ghazarian

Mrs. Rose & Alfred Ghoughassian
Hrach, Vicky & Janet Gregorian
Ojik Gregorian

Astor & Lucy Guzelian

Vartkes & Audrey Guzelian

Dr. & Mrs. David & Nora Hackett
Mrs. Ruth E. Hagopian

Jimmy & Ardem Hardy & Family
Dickran & Marilyn Haroian
Charles & Zabel Hoosian

Lucy Hoosian

Houssian & Hrybenko Families
Alice, Mele, Mackeoth & Ann Hutchison
John & Sandra Hyland

Catherine Hyland

Sylva Jerikian

Barkev & Seta Kaligian

Aram Kaligian & Lenna Garibian
Janet Karamians

John & Alice Karnikyan

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Keumurian
Zareh Khachatourian

Edward & Anahid Khatchatourian
Mike & Chake Koumrigian
Anahid Koumrigian

Marie Kouyoumjian

Arsen & Margo Kozelian

Mrs. Mary Krafian

Nairi Krikorian

Susan Lorenz

Nairi Makarian

Stephen & Sosie Megerdichian
Mr. & Mrs. Varouj Alex Minassian
Dr. Armineh Mirzabegian

Nishan, Anahid & Sonia Najarian
Anna Nazarian

Hagop & Sossy Nercessian
Thomas Nessen

Armineh Papazian

Armen Papazian

Vicken & Maral Poladian

Mr. & Mrs. Herman & Laura Purutyan
Mark & VeronicaSagherian

Arpy Seferian

Robert Smith

Hagop Soulakian

Mary Stathopoulos

Mr. & Mrs. Darius & Rose Surenian
Joshua & Diana Tevekelian
Noushig Hagopian & Tim Enright
Allan G. Tutunjian

Mimi Zakarian

Garbis & Sonia Zerdelian

Total § 2,850.00

IN MEMORY OF GEORGET AVAKIAN

Hagop & Stella Bekarian
Moses & Evelyn Beurklian
Varoujan Brounsuzian
David & Sira Cormier
Minas & Hera Daldalian
Vatche & Maral Der Torossian
Marijan Der Torossian
Mrs. Madeline Derderian
John & Karen Doub

Clara Enos

Anahid Erol

Dikran & Anne Hagopian

Mrs. Yester Kalandjian

Maro Kazazian

George Kazazian

Paul & Rita Kokuzian

Tagouhi & Khachik Kostikian
Mr. & Mrs. Vahe Kouyoumjian
Jack & Lena Kouyoumjian

Mr. & Mrs. John & Julie Kozelian
Ardemis Minassian

Lucy Panian
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Shukry & Rita Persekian

Sarkis & Zabel Santourian

Mr. & Mrs. Hagop & Hasmig Shahinian
Adeline Shihdanian

Vartan & Hourig Soukiasian

Armen Tekneyan & Family

Dicranoohi Toposian

Harry & Rose Torosian

Hermine Wassilian
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Total $ 750.00

IN MEMORY OF ANTRANIG MIRZABEGIAN

Dr. Armineh Mirzabegian

Armen & Lauren Arakelian

Lynn Bartlett

Mr. & Mrs. Leon Gregorian & Family

Mano, Jane, Micacela, Elly & Trent
Chinnaswamy

Andrew & Alice Guzelian

Janet Karamians

Edward & Anahid Khatchatourian
Arik Khatchatourian
Mr. & Mrs. Donald & Barbara Tellalian

IN MEMORY OF NORA JOBANIAN

Total § 1,005.00

George & Ani Akhian

Rev. & Mrs. Antranig Baljian
Barbara L. Baljian

Ara & Osanna Baloulian & Family
Stephen & Maral Dulgarian
Krikor J.Gennetian

Hratch & Sofia Karaguesian
Sarkis & Zarmineh Karakozian
Krikor & Annie Keikian

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kochakian
Greg & Sylvie Papazian
Apkar & Arpie Potookian

Archalouys Sarkissian
Marlene Seferian

Rev. & Mrs. Aram Stepanian
The Afarian Family

IN MEMORY OF JACK DER AVEDISIAN

Total $ 5,900.00
Thelma Der Avedisian & Family Kelam & Nancy Derderian Levon & Shake Khatchadourian
Richard Babayan & Sonya Nersessian Roger & Patricia Dilbarian Nancy R. Kolligian
Joanne M. (Arsenian) Pereira Helen Dooley Michele M. Kolligian

John & Krista Aftandilian

Kabis & Rosine Aladjadjian

Hagop, Claudia, Aram &Armenag
Antranigian

Susanne Arsenian Pereira

Mrs. Leona Arsenian & Family

Queenie Aykanian

Zabelle Hajian Azablar

Drs. Paul & Joyce Barsam

David & Marie-Louise Bean & Family

George & Jeanete Boursalian

Mr. & Mrs. John & Zovig Boyajian

Dr. Aram Chobanian

Daghlian Family

Ann Dallas

Mrs. Satenik Der Manuelian

Adrienne Der Marderosian

Ms. Nancy Der Parseghian

Leo & Mary Derderian

Stephen & Maral Dulgarian

Mrs. Marian Felegian

Vartkes & Audrey Guzelian

Astor & Lucy Guzelian

Gloria Hachikian

Mrs. Ruth E. Hagopian

David & Tamar Hamparian

Dickran & Marilyn Haroian

John & Debra Haroian

Robert Haroutunian

Gail Haroutunian

Steven & Janice Haroutunian-Avery
Charles & Zabel Hoosian

Karekin & Esperanza Jelalian

Sylva Jerikian

Robert A. & Marianne Kaloosdian
Mr. & Mrs. Vartkes & Elissa Karaian
John & Alice Karnikyan

Ronald & Pamela Khachadoorian
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John, Grace & Michael Kulegian
Lachance Financial Serv. Inc.

Varu John & Armine Mahdasian
Richard & Tamar Mahdasian Irving
Mrs. Lucille Manuelian

Mrs. Mary Mardoian

Harry & Norma Megerdichian

Mr. & Mrs. Vartkes Moushigian & Family
Walter & Deanne Nahabedian

Dr. Charles Nargozian

Carl & Valerie Narsasian

Larry & Vanessa Ovian

Wayne & Susan Parseghian

Richard & Nora Sarajian

Armine A. Sarges

Dr. & Mrs. A. Donald & Betty Shushan
Barbara Tutelian

Mimi Zakarian

Garbis & Sonia Zerdelian
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IN MEMORY OF CHARLES TATEOSIAN

Total $ 3,515.00
Gregory Abel Abe Borenstein, Megan Flynn, John Gavey, Agnes Kelnhofer
Mr. Avak Avakian Maureen McNally, Tom Moore & Armen & Anoush Knaian
Isabel Avedikian Dinh Truom David & Lynne (Tutunjian) Marchetti
Kristina Barrett Astor & Lucy Guzelian Jordan & Christine (Tutunjian) Minges
Anne Bchakjian Michael & Susan Guzelian Barbara Perry
Hratch & Ani Belekian & Family Ron Iverson & Gail Guzelian Charles Radcliffe
Bruce Boghosian Eric & Amy Guzelian Sosie Terlemezian Robinson
Armen & Ann Der Marderosian Vartkes & Audrey Guzelian Armen, Lisa & Michael Tutunjian
Adrienne Der Marderosian Andrew & Alice Guzelian Robert S. & Shooshan Tutunjian
Robert, Paula & Laura Der Marderosian Mary Jelalian Marion & Patricia Tutunjian
Dr. & Mrs. Eugene Eagles Mr. Stephen Karoghlanian, Jr.

ADDITIONAL MEMORIAL DONATIONS

In Memory of GRACE SIROONIAN
Total $100.00
Seta Terzian & Family

In Memory of JOSEPH KALOUSDIAN
Total $100.00
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kasparian

In Memory of ADDA “ADIK” ANDONIAN

Total $170.00

Norik, Armand & Levon Tatevossian & Leon & Sylvie Merian
Sarkissian Family

In Memory of TELLO JANIAN
Grand Total $340.00
Martha & Daniel Jamgochian

GENERAL DONATIONS
DONATIONS TO CHURCH: BAZAAR SPONSORSHIP DONORS
St. Stephen’s Ladies Guild $8,000 TOTAL $ 6,755.00
Oeser & Azizian Families $100 John & Karen Aharonian
(On the happy occasion of their children & grandchildren John & Margaret Ahigian

Even Christopher & Leyla Louise Oeser’s Baptism)

Mihran & Natalie Chaprazian & Family $25
Homenetmen Eastern Region, Inc. $250
Raffi & Salpi Iskenderian $150

(On the happy occasion of their Godson’s

Aram Nareg Iskenderian’s Baptism )
Ara & Heather Krafian $100
(Shipping cost for the Sunday School Shoebox Collection)

DONATIONS TO JRAK
Mary Avedisian $20
Suzi Kevorkian $50
Sarkis & Shoushan Stepanian $25
Joanne E. Wortman $30
FAITH -IN-ACTION
James & Nayiri Bell $50
Allan Tutunjian $300
BAZAAR DONATIONS
Armen & Esther Chakmakjian $1,000
(Donated back part of his Bazaar Raffle winnings)
George Setian $500

(Donated his Bazaar Raftle winnings)

Mrs. Leona Arsenian& Family

Aram Bedrosian Funeral Home

Kenneth & Diane Biagiotti

Mr. & Mrs. Avedis Boyamian

Chris & Karen Costner & Family

Giragosian Funeral Home

Michael & Susan Guzelian

Lucy Hoosian

William & Cerise Jalelian-Keim

Karekin & Esperanza Jelalian

Robert Khederian, Russell & Jill Khederian &
David & Joyce Khederian-Chiulli

Armen & Anoush Knaian

Craig & Shawna Minassian

John & Nina Sahagian

Sarah Sahagian

Pauline Sanasarian

Alice Setian

Mrs. Sosie Terlemezian Robinson

Ms. Marjorie Terzian

MONTHLY TITHE:
James & Nayiri Bell $500

WE EXTEND OUR HEARTFELT THANKS TO ALL OUR DONORS
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The "Buy a Shingle” campaign to retire the mortgage on the "Green House" has ended with the

payment in full of the outstanding balance. The Board of Trustees has decided to continue this
' [l campaign to retire the mortgage on the church's newest acquisition at 56-58 Elton Ave.,
- W popularly known as "The Pink House."

Yes, I want to help St. Stephen’s Church retire the debt on the Pink House.
Tax deductible contributions to this ongoing campaign may be made to St. Stephen’s:

* $1,000 to buy 2 pallets * $500 to buy a pallet ~ * $250 to buy a half pallet
* $100 to buy a pair of shingles * $50 to buy a shingle  *$ hammer & nails (other)

Please send checks to St. Stephen’s Armenian Apostolic Church
Attn: “Buy a Shingle”

"I JUST LOVE THE JRAK"

Enclosed is my donation to help keep this important link to the
St. Stephen's community operating.

DONATION AMOUNT: $
Kindly send your donations to the church office, 38 Elton Ave., Watertown, MA

PEW DEDICATION

wl 1 o

During the past ten years our ongoing project of pew dedications has been met with a strong response and we are
grateful for all those gifts. As another milestone in our Church’s life is approaching, the 60" Anniversary of our
Church’ s founding, consider dedicating a portion of a pew as part of your year-end charitable gift. A brass dedication
plaque will be placed at each location on a pew; the gift for each plaque has been set at $500.

Please contact Raffi Manjikian 617-932-1854 or email him at rmmpesc@verizon.net. Raffi will guide you through
the process to fulfill your dedication.

St. Stephen'’s Armenian
Aposolc Chutch WEEKLY E-BULLETIN
Watertown, MA
: o L o
Unngp Ut A SFep}}en s ‘Trustees haye 1nst1tute@ an E-Bulletin in order to optimize
Py ey communication with our parishioners, which will be sent out to our e-mail list on a
oy anween weekly basis every Friday. The Bulletin contains liturgical information, such as
readings and requiems as well as a schedule of church events.
oo allwmmigd 1T you have not received a copy of this new publication, and wish to do so, please go
s shotved it PIET™ () our website at www. soorpstepanos.org to add your email address to our list.

11:45 AM: Requiem Service Check us out on YouTube!

GOD’S HOUSE. YOUR HOME TR

If you are not currently a dues-paying member of our church, we invite you to consider
becoming one. Annual dues are $150.00 (less than 42 cents a day) payable weekly, monthly R,
or in a lump sum. God depends on you to keep His church strong and viable in order to < g
continue its ministry of service in meeting the spiritual, sacramental and educational needs
of all of our parishioners.
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Other Hours by Appointment

CHURCH SCHEDULE

9:30 A.M. Morning Service
10:00 AM. Divine Liturgy
11:00 A M. Sermon

11:30 A M. Holy Communion
11:50 AM. Requiem Service
Noon Dismissal
ADDRESS CHANGES

In order to keep our records up to date and your receipt of
JRAK on time and accurate, kindly inform us of corrections,
changes of address, etc. Please send all corrections, along with
the old address and incorrect names, to: St. Stephen's Armenian
Apostolic Church, 38 Elton Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472.

NAEGRUUSPUS

nqbhwughunp hwdwp hwdbgtp hbnwduwyulip Ghntiging
gqnuuliviul] dhuste <hugoupph .0. dwdp 3:00, npuwhkugqh
Jupbuwup winiolpp hpownwpulb] Ghpolbonbuy
pinphiht Ute: Unihpuwnnmniypmubtinp Jumbih § Juuwnhy
htinbtiw dtbpny, Guppeny, cwudwliny, wadudp Ghtnbging
qpuubitiilp Juwd  wy Yhpwhh opp'  UYlntiginy Uk,
Snquipupdnyelint qpuububulp:

REQUIEM

For Requiem Service, please call the church office at (617) 924-
7562 by 3 P.M. by the Thursday prior to the Sunday that the
requiem is to be held, so we can include the names in the
Sunday Bulletin. Donations may be made in several ways: by
credit card, mailing to the office, paying at the church office or
on Sunday in church.

LADIES GUILD

Women of all ages who desire to serve their church are invited
to join the Ladies Guild. Meetings are held on the second
Monday of each month, beginning with a social period from
6:30 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. Meetings run from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M.

CHILDREN'S SERMON
Last Sunday of each month at 11:30, during School year.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHURCH CHAT
Every 2™ Sunday at noon, during school year.

HALL RENTALS
If you are interested in renting the Church Hall for a private
function, please contact the church office.

SACRAMENTS
For Sacraments please call the church office

NEW WEEKLY E-BULLETIN

In order to optimize communication with our parishioners, St.
Stephen’s Church has instituted an E-Bulletin which will be sent
out to our e-mail list on a weekly basis every Friday. The
bulletin contains liturgical information, such as readings and
requiems, as well as a schedule of church events. If you wish to
receive a copy of this new publication, please go to our website
at www.soorpstepanos.org to add your email address to our list.

OBSERVED HOLIDAYS

The office will be closed on the following holidays: New Year's
Day, January 6 (Armenian Christmas), Vartanantz Day, April
24, Armenian Independence Day (May 28), Memorial Day,
Fourth of July, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Thanksgiving Day,
day after Thanksgiving, Christmas Day.

HOME VISITS

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees understand that sometimes
it is difficult for all of our parishioners to participate in Sunday
services. If you are in failing health, or are unable to get to
church because of a disability, please call the Church office to
arrange for a home visit. Please call the church office at (617)
924-7562.

HOME BLESSINGS (SCHEDULED)

Traditionally, home blessings are done yearly — after Armenian
Christmas and before Paregentan (Lent). But, if you would like
to schedule a home blessing after Easter Sunday, please call the
church office at (617) 924-7562.

HOSPITAL VISITS

Bpel, hhiwun, Up muhp dtp viw ke Jud hhiwunwungp tr 4p
thwthwphp hnghtht wyghinyehiup, hwdhgkp hiinwdwul
ttntginy qpurububioly:

Der Hayr and the Board of Trustees encourage all parishioners
to inform us of any relative, immediate family member, or
church member who is in the hospital and wishes to be visited
by Der Hayr. These visits can help to lift the spirit of the patient
and offer support and guidance. Please call the church office for
more information at (617) 924-7562.

WU RUS-LUYUL GUSU
Iuipwgpuljut Juquip 4p gwouwy hp juwiwgnjup Gunwnly,
uwluy@ Unowgmd Jud ujuw] wpdwawgpmphiaulin Ypuws
wwwwhh), wyn wwpwqujht hwdbgkp Ghbnliging
qpuubiubwlp nlnlud] wuwhl] nputugh uppugnpbiup juenpn
&nwgh phiht uky:

EDITORIAL BOARD

Although we try our best in preparing this newsletter, errors
occasionally do slip by. Please accept our apologies and inform
the church office so the information can be printed correctly in
the next issue of The Jrak.
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EVENING SERVICE & PROGRAM FOR THE FEASTS OF THE
VARTANIAN & GHEVONTIAN SAINTS

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M.

NOTICE: The Saturday School is participating in the celebration with a brief
program at the end of the service. We invite all our parishioners to attend




